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| May it pleaſe your Grace, / 
| HAT eſpecial Regard aha 

| is due to 5 Grace, as. Head 

| of the Sacred Order to whom 

| my Labours are here ſubmitted ; and 
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that truly Apoſtolical Example of the Firſt 
Citi Piet) and Charity, which Your 
Grace has fo long ſet in Ne higheſt Sta- 
tion of the Chad, axe the Motives, 
which at firſt emboldeg'd* me to 
inſctibe thele Papers 0 ' "I Grace's 
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er Time and maturer Thinking 
bare Lge. Ti me how imperfe& they 
were; and I could not, with any 
Senſe of Duty, or Mamers, beſpeak 
the Candor. * my Brethren, upon that 
Account, and not, at the Lame Time 
ask Pardon of that Moſt Reverend Pri- 
mate, under whoſe Protection I had 
placed this little Work, which needs lo 


much Apology. 


Much Apology, I mean, in behalf of 
the Compiler, but not, as I hum- 
bly conceive, for the Uſefulneſs of 
572 Def, on, nor for the Materials 
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The Dedi icatt on. 


out of which this Tee. is chiefly 
compose d. A 


E 
There is no Care more - deeply fi 
cumbent upon Us, than to deal faith- 
fully and charitably with Souls which 
are upon the Wing. for- Eternity : 
And as it requires the  utmoſ Cri- 
ſtian & Si o make the Sick. Man 
depart, not in Fbemaſtick, but in 
Solid Peace ; not in Vain 7 but in 
Sure aul Certain Habe; [6 J have 
taken "Gare to. Matirials for 
this Good Work, either out of the 
Liturgy, or unexceþtionable Fathers 


or Writers of * moſt Excellent 
Church. 


I have now ſet my laſt Herd to 
theſe Papers, and beg Leave ſtill to 
lay them under the Protection of 
Your Graces Patronage; beleeching 
Your Grace, to pardon the Dedica- 
ror's Preſumption „for the Sake of 
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that truly Apoſtolical Example of the Firſt 
Chriſtian Piety and Charity, which Your 
Grace has ſo long ſet in he higheſt Sta- 


tion of the C burch, are the Motives, 


which At firſt;  emboldes d me to 
inſctibe theſe Papers | to * our Grace's 


Nane. | 


= * maturer Thinking 


- Longer 
have Logo. To me how imperfect oy 


were; and I could not, with any 
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ask Pardon of that MP Reverend Pri- 
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There is no Care more deeply. In- 
cumbent upon Us, than to deal faith- 
fully and charitably with Souls which 
are upon the Wing for- Eternity : 
And as it requires the utmoſt Chri- 
ſtian Sli, to make the Sick Man 
depart, not in Phantaſtick,, but in 
Solid Peace; not in Vain, but in 
Sure aud Certain Hobe; fo. I have 
taken Care to . fiſh «Materials for 
this Good Vork, either out of the 
Liturgy, or unexceptionable Fathers 


or Writers of our - moſt Excellent 


I have now ſet my laſt Hand to 
theſe Papers, and beg Leave ſtill to 
lay them under the Protection of 
Your Graces Patronage ; beſeeching 
Your Grace, to pardon the Dedica- 
ror's Freſumption, for the Sake of 
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that Good at which he aims ; and 
praying, That God eur R 
Fur Grace with all Temporal and 
Eternal Bleſſings ' 
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May it pleafe Your Grace, 
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PREFACE. 


A S this Collection hath been Jo well 


accepted of, as to paſs through ſo 
.many Editions, I think it 7 
to take any further Notice of ſome Obje- 
ctions heretofore ( no great Weight) a- 
gaiuſt it. | 
Tam not inſenſible, that a Work of this 
Kind ſhould much rather have been the 
Product of a Publick than a Private Hand : 
But as none appear'd to do it; as there 
ſeem'd to moſt to be 7 eneral want of” it, 
and as that want, I thought, might in a 
great Meaſure be ſu pplicd 5 a proper Col- 
lection of fit Matcklale, from the Writings 
of ſome of our moſt Eminent Divines, " 
thoxght I might ſafely undertake it, for 
the Benefit of myſelf and others ; ; ſpeck 
ally too, ſince the 67th Canon of our 
ſeem'd to give me fall Liberty o to do. 


A 4 Upon 
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Upon theſe Motives, and with this View 
I firſt ſet a it, and have done- the beſt 
I can to bring it to Perfection; ſhort in- 
deed of what an abler Hand might have 
performed, and imperfeft /till, I fear, af- 
ter all my Care ; but nevertheleſs, as I had 
none but good and juſtifiable Ends ia it, I 
humbly preſume I ſhall the more eaſily be 
forgiven its leſſer Imperfection, for the Sake 
' of that greater Good, which is intended 

by the Whole. 

Such as are deſirous of ſeeing more upon 
this Subject, may conſult Dr. Stern, De Vi- 
ſitatione Infirmorum, Mr. Kettlewell's Trial 
and Judgment of the Soul in Sickneſs, 
The Sick Man viſited, Ec. | 

The Reaſon of my annexing the Offices of 
Baptiſm, ſo foreign to the reſt of the Mat- 
ter, I muſt own to be purely from the Re- 

eſt of ſome who thought, if they were 

rinted zz ſo fair a Character, in a Book 
fo frequently made Uſe of, they might be 
ſerviceable tomany in ſome particular Caſes, 

and of no ill 8 (as far as they or I 
could apprehend) in any : For though it 
hath been objected that this might open a 
Gap for too great a Liberty of baptizing in 
Private, yet Ica#'t ſee how Occaſion can be 
given or taken for it from hence, any more 
than from their being in the as = 

OOK : 


The PREFACE. 
Book: The ſame Obligation, which lays a 
Reſtraint #po# u, in one Place, muſt do it 
alſo in another, and 1 preſume no Clergy- 
man vn take the Liberty of baptizing pri- 
vately, hat zpoz a juſt Occaſion. 
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The LXVIIth CANON. 
Miniſters to viſit the Sick. 


HEN any Perſon is dangerouſly 
ſick in any Pariſh, the Miniſter or 
Curate, having Knowledge thereof, ſhall re- 
ſort unto him or her, (if the Diſeaſe be not 
known, or probably ſuſpected to be infeQti- 
us) to inſtruct and comfort them in their 
Diſtreſs, according to the Order of the 
Communion, if he be no Preacher; or if 
he be a Preacher, then as he ſhall think 
moſt needful and convenient, Cc. 
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-N all the Days of our Spiritual War- 
fare, from our Baptiſm to our Burial, 
God has appointed his Servants, the 
Minifters of the Church, to 4 
the Neceſſities of the People, by by BecleſoRy 
cal Duties : And prudently to guide, and 
carefully to judge concerning Souls com- 
mitted to their Charge. 
And therefore they who all their Life- 
time derive Bleſſings from the Fountain of 
— byt the Chanels of Eccleſiaſtical Mi- 
ht then more-eſpecially to do 
it, "x ho me of their Sickneſs, when their 
Needs are more prevalent, . according to 


* * £364 P 


that known Apoſtolical InjunCtion, Is any © 


Man fick among ou, let him ſend ff or tl 


' Elders of the Church, and let them pray over 
him, &c. The 


2 The Manner of Viſiting the Sick. 


The Sum of the Duties and Offices, re- 
ſpeckively implied in theſe Words be 
collected from the following Rules. * * 
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Nals fer the Menngn of wißt das the Sick. 


1. T E T the Miniſter be ſent to, not 

I. when the Sick is in the Agonies of 
Death, as it is uſual ſo to do, but before his 
Sickneſs encreaſes too much upon him: 
For when the Soul is confuſed and diſtur- 
bed: by the Violence of the Diſtamper, and 
Death begins to ſtare the Man in the Face, 
there is little Reaſon to hope for any good 
Effect from the ſpiritual Man's Viſitation. 
For how can any regular Adminiſtratibn 
take Place, wlien the Man is all over in a 
Diſorder? How can he be called upon to 
confeſs his Sins, when his Tongue faulters, 
and his Memory fails. him? How can he 
receive any Benefit by the Prayers which 


are offered up for him, when he is not able 


to give Attention to them? Or how can 


he be comforted upon any. fure Grqunds. 


of Reaſon or Religion, when his. Reaſon; 
is juſt expiring, and all his Notions of Re- 
lion together with it ? Or; when the 


Man, 


e Manner of Viſating the Sick, 1 


M rhaps, had never any real Senti- 
wer of * before? 


It is therefore a Matter of ſad Conſider- 
ration, That the Generality of the World 


look upon the Miniſter, in the Time of 


their Sickneſs, as the ſure Fore- runner of 
Death ; and think his Office ſo much re- 
late to another World, that he is not to be 
treated with, as long as there is any Hope 
of living in this: Which is a fatal Miſtake 
that many Thouſands, tis to be feared, 
run them ſelves into; who neglecting to 


ſet their Hauſe in order, in the Beginning 


of their Sickneſs, drive it off till the laſt : 
And then the Miniſter is ſent for in a Hur- 


ry, and he comes and ſays a few Prayers 


over the Sick, and ſoon after the Man dies, 
_ God only knows what becomes of his 

To prevent therefore ſo great a Hazard 
of miſcarrying, it is highly requiſite, the 
Miniſter be tent for, when the ſick Perſon 
is able to be converſed with and inſtructed ; 
and can underſtand, or be taught to under- 
ſtand the Caſe of his Soul, and the Rules 
of his Conſcience, and all the ſeveral Bear- 
ings of Religion, with reſpect to God, his 
Neighbour, and Himſelf. For to prepare 
a Soul for its Change is a Work of great 
Difficulty ; and the Intercourſes of the 15 

EE niſter 


4 The Manner of Diſiting the Sick: 
nifter with the Sick have ſo much Variety 
in them, that they are not to be tranſacted 
at once. Sometimes there is need of ſpe- 
cial Remedies 2gainſt Impatience, and the 
Fear of Death; not only to animate, but 
to make the Perſon deſirous and willing 
to die. Sometimes it is requiſite to awa- 
ken the Conſcience by the Terrars of the 
Lord; to open, by Degrees, all the Laby- 
rinths of Sin, ( thoſe innumerable Windings 
and Turnings which inſenſibly lead Men 
into Deſtruction) which the habitual Sen- 
fualiſt can never be able to diſcover, unleſs 
directed by the particular Grace of God, 
and the Aſſiſtance of a faithful and judicious 
Guide. Sometimes there is need of the 
Balm of Comfort, to pour in Oil and Wine 
(with the ue Samaritan ) into the bleed- 
ing Wound, by repreſenting the tender 
Mercies of God, and the Love of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt to Mankind: And at other 
Times it will be neceſſary to reprove, retake, 
and exhort with all Long-ſ1 72 — and Do- 
Frine : So that a Clergy-man's Duty, in the 
Viſitation of the Sick, is not over at once; 
but at one Time he muſt pray, at another 
Time he muſt aſſiſt, adviſe and direct; at 
another, he muſt open to him the Nature 
of Repetance, and exhort him to a Con- 
feſſion of his Sins, both to God and Man, 
in 


'The Manner of Viſiting the Sick. 5 
in all thoſe Caſes, which require it; and 
at another Time, he muft givethitn Abſo- 
lution, and the Sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of our Lord. 

And indeed he, that ought to watch all 
the Periods of his Life, in the Days of his 
Helth, leaſt he ſhoutd be ſurprized and o- 
vercome, had need be watched when he 15 
fick, and affiſted and called upon, and re- 
minded of the ſeveral Parts of his Duty in 
every inſtant of his Temptation. 
| The Want of this makes the Vifitations 
of the Clergy fruitleſs, becaufe they are 
not fuffer'd to imprint thoſe proper Effects 
upon the Sick, which are needful in ſo im- 
portant a Miniſtration. 

2. When the Miniſter is come, let him 
diſcourſe concerning the Cauſes of Sick- 
neſs, and by a general Argument move him 
to a Confideration of his Condition. Let 
him call upon him firſt in general Terms, 
to ſet his Honfe in order, to trim and a- 
aorn his Lamp, and to prepare himſelf for 
another World; and then let him perform 
the Cuſtomary Duties of Prayer, and af- 
terwards deſcend to all other Particulars, as 
Occafion fhall offer, and Circumftances re- 
quire. 

3. According to the Condition of the 
Man, and the Nature of his Sicknefs, e- 
| B very 


6 The Manner of Viſiting the Sick: 
very Act of the Viſitation is to be propor- 
tioned. If his Condition be full of Pain 
and Infirmity, the Exhortation ought to 
be ſhorter, and the Miniſter more zaſant 
in Prayer: And the little Service the ſick 
Man can do for himſelf, ſhould be ſupplied 
by the charitable Care of his Guide, who is 
in ſuch a Caſe to ſpeak more to God for 
Him than to talk to him : For the Prayer 
of the righteous, when it is fervent, hath 
a Promiſe to frevail much in the behalf of 
the Sick Perſon : But Exhortations muſt pre- 
vail by their own proper Weight, and not 
by the Paſſion of the Speaker ; and there- 
fore ſhould be offer'd when the Sick is able 
to receive them. And even in this Aſſi- 
tance of Prayer, if the Sick Man joins with 
the Miniſter, the Prayers ſhould be ſhort, 
frequent, fervent, and ejaculatory, apt ra- 
ther to comply with his weak Condition, 
than weariſome to his Spirits, in tedious 
and long Offices. But in caſe it appears he 
hath ſufficient Strength to go along with the 
Miniſter, he is then more at liberty to offer 
up long Petitions for him. 


After the Miniſter hath made this Pre- 
paratory Entrance to this Work of 
much Time and Deliberation, he may 

deſcend to the Particulars of his Duty, 

in the following Method. SECT. 
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Of Inſtructing the fick Man in the Nature of 
Repentance, and Confeſſuon of his Sins. © 


H E firſt Duty to be rightly ſtated 
to the Sick Man, is that of Repen- 


tance; in which the Miniſters cannot be 


more ſerviceable to him, than by laying 
before him a regular Scheme of it, and ex- 
horting him at the ſame Time to a free 
and ingenuous Declaration of the State of 
his Soul. For unleſs they know the Man- 
ner of his Life, and the ſeveral Kinds and 
Degree of thoſe Sins, which require his pe- 
nitential Sorrow, or Reſtitution, either 
they can do nothing at all, or nothing of 
Advantage and Certainty. Wherefore the 
Miniſter may move him to this, in the fol- 


lowing Manner. 


Arguments and Exhortations to move the 
Sick Man to Repentance, and Confeſſion 
of his Sins. 

1. That Repentance is a Duty indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary to Salvation. * That to 
this End, all the Preachings and Endea- 
vours of the Prophets and Apoſtles are di- 
C rected, 
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| refed. That our Saviour came dow? 
from Heaven on purpoſe to call 
Sinners to Repentunce. That 
as it is a neceſſary Duty at all Times, fo 
more eſpecially in the Time of Sickneis, 
when we are commanded in a particular 
manner to ſet aur Houſe in order. That tis 
a Work of great Difficulty, conſiſting in 
general of a Change of Mind, and a Change 
of Life. Upon which account it is called 
in Scripture, a State of Regeneration, or new 
Birth; a Converſion from Sin to Gnd ; a be- 
e in the Spirit of our Minds ; a 
putting off the old Man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful Luis of the Fleſh, 
and a petting on the new Mun, which is 
created in Righteonſneſs and trae Holineſ:. 
* That fo great a Change as this is not to 
be effected at once, but requires the ut- 
moſt Self- Denial and Reſolution to put in 
Execution, conſiſting in general of the fol- 
lowing Particulars: 1. A ſorrowful Senſe 
of our Sins. 2. An humble Confeſſion of 
them. 3. An unteigned Abhorrence and 
Forſaking of them, and Turning to the 
Lord our God with all our Hearts. 4. A 
patient Continuance in Well-doing to the 

End of our Lives. | 
Theſe are the conſtituent and eſſential 
Parts of a true Repentance ; which may 
{eve- 
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ſeverally be diſplayed from the following 
Motives of Reaſon and IN Op- 
rtunity ſhall ſerve, and the Sick Man's 
ondlition permit. 
The firſt Part of a true Repentance is a 
ſorrowful Senſe of our Sins, which natu- 
rally produceth this good Effect, as we may 
learn from St. Pas l. (2 Cor. 7. 19.) where 
he tells us, That godly Sorrow worketh Re, 
penxtauce. Without it, to be ſyre, there 
can be no fuch Thing. For how can a Man 
repent of that, which he is not ſorry for ? 
Or how can any one ſincerely ask Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs, for what he is not con- 
cern'd or troubled about ? 


% 


A ſorrowful Senſe, then, of our Sins, is 


the firſt Part of a true Repentance, the 
Neceſſity whereot may be ſeen from the 
grievous and abominable Nature of Sin; 
as, 1. That it made fo wide a Separation 
betwixt God and Man, that nothing but 


the Blood of his only-begotten; Son could 
ſuffice to attone for its intolerable Guilt. 
2. That it carries along with it the baſeſt 
Ingratitude, as being done againſt our hea- 
venly Father, 2 whom we live and move 
and have our Being. z. That the Conſe- 

ching leſs than eternal 
Ruin, in that the Wrath of God is revealed 
again all impenitent Sinners, and the 
Wages 


quence of it 1s no 
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Wages of Sin is Death, not only temporal, 
but eternal. | 

From theſe, and the like Conſiderations, 
the Penitent may further learn, that to be 
ſorry for our Sins, 1s a great and puniſhing 
Duty: That it does not conſiſt in a little tri- 
vial Concern, a ſuperficial Sigh, or Tear, 
or a Calling our ſelves Sinners, c. but in 
a real ingenuous, pungent, and afflicting Sor- 
row. For can that which caſt our Parents 
out of Paradice at firſt ; that brought down 
the Son of God afterwards from Heaven, 
and put him at laſt to ſuch a cruel and 
ſhameful Death, be now thought to be done 
away by a ſingle Tear or a Groan ? Can ſo 
baſe a Piece of Ingratitude, as rebelling a- 
gainſt the Lord of Glory, who gives us all 
we have, be ſuppos'd to be pardon'd by a 
flender ſubmiſſion ? Or can that, which de- 
terves the Torment of Hell, be ſufficient- 
ly atton'd for by a little Indignation, and ſu- 
perficial Remorſe? 

True Repentance, therefore, is ever ac- 
companied with a deep and afflicting Sor- 
roW; a Sorrow that will break the Heart 
in Pieces, and make us ſo irreconcilable to 
Sin, as that we ſhall chuſe rather to die 
than to live in it. For fo the bſttereſt Ac- 
cents of Griet are all aſcrib'd to a true Re- 
pentanJe in Scripture ; ſuch as a Weeping 
ſel 


_ . which God expe 
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ſorely, or bitterly; a Weeping Day and Night, 
a Repenting in Duſt and Aſhes, a putting on 
Sack=cloth, Faſting and Prayer, Sc. Thus 
holy David; I am troubled, I am bowed 
down greatly, I go Mourning all the Day long, 
and that by reaſon of mine Iniquities, which 
are gone over my Head, aud, as an heavy 
Burden, are too heavy for me to bear, 
Pſal. 38. 4, 6. Thus Ephraim could ſay, 
After that I was Inſiructed, I ſmote upon 
my Thigh: I was aſhamed, yea, even con- 
. Fecauſe I did bear the Reproach 
F my Touth, Jer. 31. 19. ; 
And this is the proper Satisfaction for Sin, 
& and hath promis'd to 
accept, as Pſal. 51. 17. The Sacrifices of 
Gad are a broken Spirit: d broken and con- 
trite Heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. 
2. The next Thing requiſite in a true 
Repentance, is Confeſſion of Sins, which 
naturally follows the other ; for if a Man 
be ſo deeply affected with Sorrow for his 
Sins, he'll be glad to be rid of them, as 
ſoon as he can; and the Way for this, is 
humbly to confeſs them to God, who hath 
promiſed to forgive us if we do. I /aid I 
will confeſs my Sins unto the Lord, faith the 
Plalmiſt, and fo thou forgaveſt the Wicked. 
zeſs of my Sin, Plal. 32. 6. So Prov. 28. 
13. and 1 Fohz 1. 9. If we confeſs our Sins, 
| B 4 G4 
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Gad ts faithful and juſt to forgive us our 
Sins, and ta cleanſe us from all Juri ght eouſ- 


| #6/:. So the returning Prodigal went to 


his Father with an humble Confeſſion of 
his Baſeneſs, and was receiv'd into Favour 
again, Lake 15. 18, 19. 

And becauſe the Number of our Sins 
are like the Hairs of our Head, or the Sand 
of the Sea, and almoſt as various too in 


their Kinds as their Numbers; Confeſſion 


* muſt needs be a very extenſive Duty, and 


require the ſtricteft Care and Examination 
of our ſelves. For who can tell how oft 
he oftendeth ? faith David, O cleanſe thou 
me from my ſecret Faults ! 

The Penitent, therefore, ſhould be re. 
minded, that his Confeſſion be as minute 
and particular as it can; ſince the more 
particular the Conteſſion is, to be ſure, the 
more ſincere and fate the Repentance. 

And not only to God, but to Man like- 
wile, in ſeveral Inftances, is our Confeſſion 
due: For ſo we are expreſly commanded by 
St. James, to confeſs our faults one to ano- 


ther, Ch. 5. 16. And both Jews and Chri- 


{/ians, we tind, began their Repentance with 


this. Thus when Jeraſalem, and all Ja- 
dea, and all the Region round about Jor- 
aan, Were A „ e by the Preaching ot 
Job the Baptiſt, the Text ſays, They went 

| Oat 


| 
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out to him and were baptized of him in Jor- 
dan, confeſſing their Sins, Matt. 3. 5, 6. So 
the Greeks and Jews of Epheſus, that were 
converted to Chriſtianity by the Preaching 
of St. Pax}, made their Entrance into it 
by confeſſion of their Sins, and Declaration 
of their Deeds, Acts 19. 18. 

And this is the beſt Teſt that any one 
can give of his Humility, Sincerity, and 
Convetfion, when he thus judges and con- 
demns himſelf, and gives Glory to God, as, 
tis particularly ſo called in the caſe of A- 
chan. By 8 our Sins in this man- 
ner, we effectually kill the Root of Pride, 
and acknowledge the Juſtice of God in pu- 
niſhing us: And by ſuch an Act of Judg- 
ing our ſelves here, we may prevent the 
more angry Judgment of God hereafter ; for 
if we would judge our ſelves, as St. Paul ſays, 
I Cars 11. 31. we ſnould not be judged of the 
. | Lord. 

; The Peniteat, therefore, ſhould be inſtru- 
N cted, that all Sins, which require particular 
| Acts of Reſtitution, ought to be confeſs'd 
to the inſur'd Party, and Satisfaction made. 
| * 'That in Caſe of great Inconveniencies 
(where no real Benefit can accrue to God 
or Man by it) or in impoſſible Caſes of do- 
ing it, (as by the Death or Abſence of the 

Party, Sc.) the Confeſſion and Satisfaction 

| is 
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14 The Mamer of Viſiting the Sick. 
is then to be made in the moſt prudential 
Manner, and to the moſt proper Perſon. 
* That the moſt proper Perſon for Confeſ- 
fion of Sins in this, and all other Caſes 
which require it, is (generally ſpeaking) 
the Miniſter, from whom the Penitent is 
to receive the Benefit of Abſolution, and 
the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
our Lord. * That all Sins which are of a 
flagrant Nature, and ſuch as are a Burden 
to the Conſcience, ſhould in all Reaſon as 
well as Religion, be confeſſed to him; 
fince as he is Phyſician of Souls, he 'can- 
not tell how to adminiſter ſo effectually to 
their Neceſlities, if the Caſe be not open'd 
to Him (.)) | | 

For a further Motive therefore to this fo 
neceſſary a Duty, the Penitent ſhould be 
made ſenſible of the high Privileges and 
Authority of the miniſterial Office. * That 
God hath made Miniſters the Publiſh- 
ers and Diſpenſers of his Pardon for Sins, 
by the Commiſſion of the Sacramental 
Seals of the Goſpel to them, and by the 


ä 


(a) Si tacuerit qui percuſſus eſt, & non egerit pœnitentiam, 
nec vulnus ſuum Fratri & Magiſtro yoluerit confiteri ; Magi- 
ficr qu? linguam habet ad curandum, facile ei prodeſſe non po- 
terit. Si enim erubeſcat ægrotus vulnus medico confiteri 
quod ig norat, medic ina non curat. S. Hieron. ad cap. 10. Ec- 
clef. | | 

Power 
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Power of Abſolution confer'd upon their 
Order. * That to this Purpoſe they are 
called Miniſters of Reconciliation, and are 
commanded to reſtore ſuch as are overtaken 
in a Fault; and for that End they come to 
offer their Miniſtry to reconcile them to 
God, provided they may have a true and 
thorough Knowledge of the State of their 
Caſe. 

That in all this, though there is no 
Compulſion upon the Penitent, yet if he 
hide his Sins, he ſhall not be direfted, (as the 
Wiſe Man lays) 4 cer long he mult ap- 

pear before the great Judge of Men and 
Angels : And his Spirit will then be infi- 


nitely more amazed and confounded, to 


be ſeen among the Angels of Light with 
the Works of Darkneſs upon him, than it 
would be if he ingenuouſly confeſs d him- 
{elf to God, in the Preſencc of him whom 
God hath ſent to heal him. * That there 
can be no good Argument againſt doing of 
this, but what is "deriv'd from Fleſh and 

Blood, from Sins and Infirmities, to all 
which Confeſſion is a direct Enemy, and 
therefore ſhould be more readily embraced 


by every ſincere repenting Sinner, Sc. (V. 


—_— 


_ 


(5) Vid, Biſhop Taylor's Holy Dyang, p. 192. 
. A 
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3- A third thing requiſite in a true Re- 
pentance is an unfeigned Abhorrence and 
Forſaking of Sin, and Turning to the Lord 
our God with all our Hearts. 
For fo we find them expreſly join'd toge- 
ther by St. Paul, when he charges thoſe 
whom by Viſion he was ſent to convert, 
* to * change their Mind, and 
ee, Turn to God, and do Works meet 
NON for Repent ance, Acts 26. 20. 
And a little before he fays, he was ſent to 
open their Eyes, and tarn them from Dark- 
zels to Light, and from the Power of Sa- 
tan anto God, that they may receive For- 
g:veneſs of Sins, Ver. 18. And we ſhall 
always find, when we are commanded to 
ceale from Evil, it is in order to do Good. 
The Penitent, therefore, muſt be remind- 
ed, not only to coxfeſs and be ſorry for his 
Sins, but likewiſe to for/ake them. For ' tis 
He only wh» confeſfeth aud forſaketh his Sins 
that ſball have Mercy, Prov. 28. 13. And 
this Forſaking mult not be only for the pre- 
tent, during his Sickneſs, or for a Week, 
a Month or a Year, but for his whole Life, 
be it never ſo long protracted; which is the 
4. Laſt Thing requiſite in a true Repen- 
rance, wiz. a patient Conutinuauce in well- 
doing to the End of our Lives. For as the 
, Holy Jeſus aſſures us, that he that holds out 
| | | 70 
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to the End fhall be ſaved: So does the Spirit 


of God profeſs, that if any Man draw back, 


his Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in him, Heb. 
11. 38. Hence we are ſaid to be Paytakers 
of Chriſt, if we hold the beginning of out 
Confidence A th the End, Heb. 3. 14- 
but not elſe : For tis to him only that over- 
cometh, and keepeth his Works to the Exn, 
that our Saviour hath promis'd a Reward, 
Rev. 2. 26. Hence our Religion is ſaid to 
be a continual Warfare, and we muſt be 
conſtantly preſſing forward toward the Mark 
of our High Calling, with the Apoſtle, leit 
we fail of the Prize. 

And this it is which makes a Death-bed 
Repentance ſo jultly reckoned by all Di- 
vines, to be very full of Hazard ; ſuch as 
none, who defer it till then, can depend up- 
on with any real Security. For let a Man 
be never ſo ſeemingly penitent in the Day 
of his Viſitation, yet none but God can tell 
whether it be ſincere or not; ſince nothing 


is more common than for thoſe who ex- 
preſſed the greateſt Signs of a laſting Re- 


pentance, upon a fick Bed, to forget all 
their Vows and Promiſes of Amendment, 
as ſoon as God had remov'd the Judgment, 
and reſtor'd them to their former Health. 
It happen'd ty them according to the trite Pro- 
verb, as St. Peter lays, The Dog ts yy 
ac d 
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ned to his own Vomit again, and the Sow 
that was waſhed to her wallowing in the 
NMire, 2 Pet. 2. 22. 

The Sick Penitent, therefore, ſhould be 
often reminded of this; * That nothing 
will be look'd upon as true Repentance, 
but what proceeds from ſuch a right Prin- 
ciple, as will terminate in a holy Life. 
* 'That therefore he ought to take great 
heed, that his Repentance be not only the 
Effect of his preſent Danger, but that it be 
laſting and ſincere, bringing forth Works 
meet for Refentance, ſhould it pleaſe God 

 mercifully to prove him by a longer Life. 
But here tis much to be feared, that after 
all his endeavours to bring Men to a Sight 
of themſelves, and to repent them truly 
of their Sins, the ſpiritual Man will meet 
with but very little Encouragement : For 
if we look round the World, we ſhall find 
the generality of Men to be of a rude In- 
differency, and a ſear'd Conſcience, and 
mightily 1gnorant of their Condition, with 
rebels to another World, being abuſed by 
evil Cuſtoms and Principles, apt to excuſe 
themſelves, and to be content with a cer- 
tain general and indefinite Confeſſion ; fo 
that if you provoke them never fo much to 
acknowledge their Faults, you ſhall hard- 
ly ever extort any thing farther from 2 
rnan 
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than this, viz. That they are Sinners, as 
5 Man hath his Infirmity, and they as 
well as any; but, God be thanked, they 
have done no Injury to any Man, but are in 


Charity with all the World : And perhaps 


they'll tell you, Fey are 20 Swearers, nor 
Adulterers, nor Rebels, &c. but that, God 


forgive them, they muſt needs acknowledge 


themſelves to be Sinners in the main, &c. 


And if you can open their Breaſt fo far, it 
will be look'd upon ſufficient : To go any 


farther, will be to do the Office of an Ac- 


cuſer, not of a Friend. - 


But, which is yet worſe, there are a 
great many Perſons who have been fo uſed 
to an habitual Courſe of Sin, that the 
Crime is made natural and neceſſary to 


them, and they have no Remorſe of Con- 


ſcience for it, but think themſelves in a 
State of Security very often, when they 
ſtand upon the Brink of Damnation. This 
happens in the Cafes of Drunkenneſs and 
Luxury, and Idleneſs, and miſ- ſpending of 
the Sabbath, and in Lying and vain Teſt- 
ings, and Slanderings of others ; and par- 
ticularly in ſuch Evils as the Laws do not 
puniſh, nor publick Cuſtoms ſhame, but 
which are countenanced by potent Sinners, 


or wicked Faſhions, or good Nature and 
miſtaken Civilities Fae, 
ER In 
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In theſe and the like Caſes the ſpiritual 


Man muſt endeavour to awaken their 
Confciences, by ſuch Means as follow. 


* ts and general Heads of Diſcouiſt 
ay of Confideration,'to aæuulen a flu- 
Did Conſcience, and the careleſs Sinner. 


1. And here let the Minifter endeavour 
to affect his Conſcience, by repreſenting to 


* That Chriſtianity is a holy and ſtrict 
Religion: * That the Promiſes of Heaven 
are fo great, that tis not reaſonable to 
think, a ſmall Matter and a little Duty 
will procure it for us: * That ſome Per- 
ſons, who have lived ſtrictly for many 
Years together, have yet miſcarrĩed at laſt, 
by ſome darling and nnobſerved Crime; 
as a fecret Hyprocriſy, or latent Pride, 


or Ambition, or Envy, or Malice, or the * 


like: That much lefs therefore can They 
hope to receive ſo great Portions of Felici- 
ty, whoſe whole Lite hath been a conti- 
nual Declenfion from the Strictneſs and Se- 
verity of the Laws of God: * That re- 
ligious Perſons are always the moſt ſcru- 
pulous ; and that to feel nothing is not a 
Sign ot Lite, but of Death: * That In 

ive 
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live in an Age in which that which is cal- 
led and eſteemed a holy Life, in the Days 
of the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtianity 
would have been eſteemed indifferent, 
ſometimes ſcandalous, and always cold: 


* That when we have done our beſt all aur 


Righteouſneſs is but as filthy Rags; and we 
can never do too much to make our Calling 
and Election ſure: * That every good Man 
ought to be ſuſpicious of himſelf, fearing 
the worlt, that he may provide for the 
beſt : * That even St. Paul, and ſeveral 
other remarkable Saints, had at ſome times 
great Apprehenſions of failing of the mighty 
Prize of their high Calling : * That we are 
commanded to work out our Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling ; inaſmuch as we ſhall 
be called to an Account, not only for our 
finful Words and Deeds, but even for our 
very Thoughts : that it we keep all the 
Commandments of God, and yet offend in 
one Paint, (i. e. wiltully) we are guilty of 
all, Jam. 2. 10. * That no Maa can tell 
how oft he offendeth, the beſt of Lives 
being full of innumerable Stops and Ble- 


miſhes in the Sight of God, however they 


may appear before Men: * That no Man 


ought to judge of the State of his Soul by 


the Character he has in the World; for a 
great many Perſons go to Hell, who- have 
| C lived 
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lived in a fair Reputation here; and a 
great many on the other hand go to Hea- 
ven, who have. been loaded with Infamy 
and Reproach : * That the Work of Reli- 
gion is a Work of great Difficulty, Trial 
and Temptation: That many are called, 
tut few are choſen : * That rait is the 
Gate, and narrow is the Way that leaceth to 
Life, and few there be that find it : And 
laſtly, * That if the Righteous then ſelves 
ſhall fearcely te ſaved, there will be no Place 
tor the Unrighteous and Sinner to appear 
in, but of Horror and Amazement. 

By thefe and ſuchlike Motives to Con- 
fideration, the ſpiritual Man 1s to awaken 
the careleſs Sinner, and to bring him to 
Repentance and Confeſſion of his Sins ; 
and if either of himſelf, or by this Means. 
the fick Man is brought to a right Senſe of 
his Condition; then, 

2. Let the Miniſter proceed to aſſiſt him 
in the underſtanding the Number of his 
Sins, 7. e. tlie ſeveral kinds of them, and 
the various ways of prevaricating with the 
Divine Commandments. Let him make 
him ſenſible how every Sin is aggravated, 
more or lets, according to the difterent Cir- 


Smallnefs of the Temptation, the Scandal 
it: gives to others, the -Diſhonour it does to 
= Religion, 


* 4 rg 


cumitances of it; as by the Greatneſs or 


rn 
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Religion, the Injury it brings along with 
it to thole whom it more immediately 


concerns, the Degrees of Boldneſs and Im- 


pudence, the Choice in acting it, the Con- 


tinuance in it, the Expence, Deſires, and 


Habit of it, &9c 


- 


3. Let the ſick Man, in the Scrutiny of 
his Conſcience and Contefhan of his Sins, 
be carefully reminded to conſider thoſe Sins, 
which are no where condemn'd but in the 
Curt of Conſcie nce. For there are certain 
ſecret Places of Darkneſs, artificial Blinds 
of the Devil, with which he uſes to hide 
our Sins from us, and to incorporate them 
into our affections, by the general Practice 
of others, and the miſtaken Notions of the 
World. As, 1. Many Sins before Men 
are accounred honourable ; ſuch as, Fight- 
ing a Duel, returning Evil for Evil, Blow 
tor Blow, e. Robbing with a Navy, or 
unjuſtly invading a Neighbour Country 
by Force of Arms, Se. 2. Others .ſeem 


to have the Countenance ot the Law, as 


unlimited Ulury ; which, becaule Uſury 
it ſelf is permitted in all Countries, Men 


are apt to run into it upon every Occaſion ; 


not conſidering that Ulury, when it is not 
reſtrain'd within its due Bounds and pro- 
per Circumſtances, is a certain Sin. 3. Some 
things are not forbidden by the Law of 
G2 Man, 
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Man, as Lying in ordinary Diſcourſe, 
Jearing, Scoffing, intemperate Eating, -In- 
gratitude, Selling too dear, circumvent- 
ing another in Contracts, outwitting and 
over- reaching in Bargains, extorting and 


taking advantage of the Neceſſities or 


Ignorance of other People, importunate 
Intreattes and Temptations of Perſons to 
many Inftances of Sin, as Intemperance, 
Pride and Ambition, £&7c. All which 
therefore do ſtrangely blind the Under- 


ftanding, and captivate the Affections of 


ſinful Men, and lead them into a thouſand 
Snares of the Devil they are not aware 
of. 4. Some others do. not reckon they 


fin againſt God, if the Laws have ſeized 
upon the Perſon : And many who are im- 


gre for Debt, think themſelves diſob- 
ged from Payment ; and when they pay 
the Penalty, think they owe nothing for 
the Scandal and Diſobedience. 5. Some 
Sins are thought not conſiderable, but go 
under the 'Titles of Sins of Infirmity, or 
mſeparable Accidents of Mortality ; ſuch 
as idle Thoughts, fooliſh Talking, looſe 
Revellings, Impatience, Anger, and all 


the Events of evil Company. 6. Laſtly, 


Many Things are thought to be no Sins; 
ſuch as miſ- pending of their Time, whole 
Days or Months of uſeleſs or impertinent 

| Em- 
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Employment, long Gaming, winning Mens 
Money in great Portions, cenſuring Mens 
Actions, Curioſity, equivozating in the 
Prices of buying and Selling, rudeneſs in 
Speech or Behaviour, ſpeaking uncharita- 
ble Truths, doing good to evil Purpoſes, 
and the like. 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe artificial Veils, 
and Coverings, under the dark Shadow ot 
which, the Enemy of Mankind makes ve- 
ry many to lie hid from themſelves, blind- 
ing them with falſe Notions of Honour, 
and the miſtaken Opinions and Practices of 
the World with publick Permiſſion and 
Impunity, or (it may be) a temporal Pe- 


nalty; or elſe with Prejudice, or Ignorance 


and Infirmity, and direct Error in Judg- 
ment. Se 
Now 1a all theſe Caſes, the Miniſters 
are to be inquilitive and ſtrictly careful, 
that ſuch kind of Fallacies prevail not over 
the Sick; but that thoſe Things, which 
paſſed without Obſervation betore, may 
now be brought forth, and paſs under the 
Severity of a Strict and impartial Cenſure, 
Religious Sorrow and Condemnation. 
4- To this may be added, tor the Like- 


nes of the Thing, that there be made a 


general Diſplay of the Neglect and Omiſſi- 
on of our Duty ; for in them lies the bigger 
C 3 half 
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MN half of our Failings : and yet in many In- 
1 ſtances they are undiſcern'd ; becauſe our 
9 Conſcienees have not been made tender 
f and perceptible of them. But whoever 
wh will caſt up his Accounts, even with a ſu- 
5 3 Eye, will quickly find, that he 
ath left undone, for the generality, as 
many Things which he ought to have 
done, as he hath commuted thoſe he 
7 orght not to have done: Such as the neg- 
if lect of Publick or Private Prayer, of read- 
19 ing the Scriptures, and inſtructing his Fa- 
mily, or thoſe that are under him, in the 
Principles of Religion: The not beating 
down and diſcountenancing Sin to his Pow- 
(1 er, eſpecially in the Perſonages of Great 
1 Men: The not reateming the Time, and 
growing i# Grace, and doing all the Good 
1 he can in his Generation: The frequent 
th Omiſſions of the * Duty of Charity, 
in viſiting the Sick, relieving the Needy, 
and comforting the Afflicted: The want 
of Obedience, Duty and Reſpect to Supe- 
riors, Parents and Governors, eccleha- 
ti ſtical and civil: The doing the Work of 
| God negligently, or not diſcharging him- 
ſelf with that Fidelity, Care and Exact- 
neſs which is incumbent upon him, in the 
|, Station wherein the Providence of God * 
1 hath placed him, c. 4 
5. With 


_ — ——— — — 


. cauſe in ſuch a Cafe he cannot be clear in 
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5. With reſpect to thoſe Sins which are 
committed againft Man, and fo are parti- 
cularly to be confe(s'd to Man, the Mini- 
ſter ſhould warn the Penitent, not to de- 
ceive himſelf by a partial Caufeſſian; be- 


the Accounts of the Almighty by a par- 
tial Sati fab lior. Not that he is to en- 
quire into every particular Circumſtance of 
Time, Manner, Place, Quality, or the 
Names of the Perſons, thoſe Sins were tran- 
ſacted with or committed againſt, (for this 
would be an indecent and unwarrantable 
Piece of Curioſity) but oaly to repreſent 
to him, that he can have no Affurance of his 
Pardon, unleſs he is willing to make all 
ſuitable Amends and Satisfaction to his of- 
fended and injur'd Brethren; as for In- 
ſtance, if he hath liv'd in Enmity with 
any, that he ſhould labour to be recon- 
ciled to them; if he is in Debt, that he 
ſhould do his utmoſt to diſcharge it; or it 
he hath injur'd any on in his Subſtance or 
Credit, that he ſhould endeavour to make 


Reſtitution in Kind for the one, and all 


poſſible Satisfaction for the other, by hum- 
bling himſelf to the offended Perfon, and 
beſeeching him to forgive him. 

6. If the ſick Perſon be of evil Report, 
the Miniſter ſhould take care, ſome Way 
os e EY 
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or other, to make him ſenſible of it, ſo as 
to ſhew an effectual Sorrow and Repen- 
tance. This will beſt be done by prudent 
Hints, and artful Inſinuations, of recal- 
ling thoſe things to his Mind, whereof 
he 1s accuſed by the Voice of Fame, or to 
which the Temptations, perhaps of his 
— more immediately ſubject him to. 
Or if he will not underftand, when he is 
ſecretly prompted, he muſt be asked in 
plain Terms concerning theſe Matters. He 
muſt be told of the evil Things which are 
ſpoken of him in Publick, and of the uſual 
Temptarions of his Calling. 

And it concerns the Miniſter to follow 
this Advice, without Partiality or Fear, or 
Intereſt, or Reſpect of Perſons, in much 
Simplicity and Prudence, having no other 
Conſideration before him, but the conſci- 
entious Diſcharge of his Duty, and the Sal- 
vation of the Perſon under his Care. 

7. The Miniſter, in further Diſcharge of 
his Duty to the Sick, muſt be careful to ob- 
ſerve, that he impoſe not upon himſelt, by 
ſome one or other good Quality remarkable 
in him. For there are ſeveral Diſpoſitions 
which are good by Accident, and not by 
Principle. Some are charitable to the Poor 
out of natural 'Tender-heartedneſs ; and 
the fame good Nature makes them 1 

an 
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and compliant with Perſons given to drink, 
and to ev'ry Temptation which 1s thrown 
in their Way: Others are very juſt and 

unctual Obſervers of their Word with Men, 
but make no ſcruple of breaking their Pro- 
miſes with God. And ſeveral gther ſeem- 
ing Virtues there are, which pals as real in 


the Opinion of the World, but yet upon 


Examination are found to be none. And 
et the Devil hath fo blinded the Eyes of 
en, that few, even of thoſe Perſons who 
ſtand in moſt need of diſcerning it, are ſen- 
ſible of the Fallacy. Wherefore it con- 
cerns the Minitter, in all theſe Caſes, to pull 
off the Vizor, and rightly to diltinguith be- 
twixt a real and a ſeeming Virtue. 

8. The Sick Perſon is likewiſe to be ex- 
amined concerning his Faith, whether he 
firmly believes, and has a true Notion of 
all the Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as they are excellently ſumm'd up in the 
Apoſtle's Creed: For in order to Salvation, 
it is indiſpenſably required of us, that we 
ſhould Believe as well as Ds aright. And 
therefore the Miniſter ought to be as par- 
ticular in this caſe, as the former; eſpect- 
ally with regard to the great and fundamen- 
tal Articles of our Faith. . 

9. With reſpect to his temporal Con- 
cerns, the Sick is to be adviſed to ſet ev'ry 

thing 
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thing in order, and (if he hath not alrea- 
dy) to make his Will as ſoon as he can. 
Foy if he recovers, this cannot be detri- 
mental; but if he dies, it will be of great 
Comfort and ſatisfaction to him. And here 
it muſt be remembred, that he diſtributes 
ev'ry thing according to the exact Rules 
of Juſtice, and with ſuch a due Care, as to 
prevent all Law Suits, 4nd Contentions 
tor the future; and, if he be able, he is to be 
admoniſhed to do ſomething likewiſe out 
of Charity, and for the ſake of his poor 
Brethren. 

10. In all the Courſe gf his Viſitation, 
the Miniſter ſhould frequently be exhort- 
ing the Sick Man to Patience and a bleſ- 
ſed Reſignation to the Will of God ; and 
not to look upon his Sickneſs as barely 
the Effect of ſecond Cauſes, but as inflic- 
ted on him by Divine Providence for ſeve- 
ral wiſe and good Ends: As for the Trial 
of his Faith ; the Exercite of his Parience ; 
the Punthment of his Sins; the Amend- 
ment of his Life; or for the Example of 
others, who, ſeeing his good Behaviour in 
ſuch a Day of Calamity, may grorifie their 
Father which is in Heaven: Or elſe, that 
It is for the increaſe of his future welfare, 
in order to raiſe him the higher in Glor 
hereafter, by how much the lower he hat 


been depreſſed here. 11. When 
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11. When the ſpiritual Man hath thus 
diſcharg'd his Duty, and the Sick hath 
made him capable of it, by a religious 
and holy Contormity to- all the foremen- 
tioned particulars reſpecting his Condition 
and Circumſtances, he may then give him 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. And 
it is the Miniſter's Office to invite Sick and 
dying Perſons to his Holy Sacrament, pro- 
vided they diſcover a right Senfe of their 
Duty. And, 

Laſtly, If the Sick Man humble and hear- 
tily deſires it, and the Miniſter is thorough- 
ly convinc'd of his fincere and ample Re- 
pentance, ſo that he may ſafely do it; let 
him then pronounce that form of Abſolu- 


tion which is preſcrib'd in the Viſitation- 


Office; otherwiſe let no Fondneſs, or Im- 
portunity, or partial Affection oblige him to 
gratifie the Sick Man herein. For altho? 
there is a ſpecial Commiſſion given by God 
to the Clergy for abſolving Sinners, yet it 
is only upon Suppoſition, that they have 
qualified themſelves for it, in all things 
according to the Laws of Him from whom 
they receiv'd their Commiſſion. 

And therefore (fad the learned Para- 
phraſt of the Book of Common-Prayer) 
The Prieſt muſ/, by the Confeſſion, Devotion, 
and Penitence of the Part), be well ſasis- 


fied, 


32 The Manner of Viſiting the Sick. 
fied, that he needs, deſires, and is pre parc! 
for this ſolemn Abſolution, before he nſe it; 
and then it ſhall not oxly declare, but comvey © 
the Pardon to him. 


Note, That the Holy Sacrament is not 
to be adminiſtred to dying Perſons, when 
they have no uſe of their Reaſon to join 
with the Miniſter in his Celebration of it. | 
For the Sacraments operate not- of them- 
ſelves, but as they are made efficacious by 
the joint Conſent and Will, and Religi- 
ous Acts and Devotion of the Party that 
receives them. And therefore all Fools, and 
diſtracted Perſons, and Children, and Le- 
thargical and ApopleCtical People, or that 
are any ways ſenſeleſs and uncapable of 
human and reaſonable Acts, are to be aſ- 
ſiſted only by Prayers: For they may pre- 
vail even for the abſent, and tor Enemies, 
and for all thoſe who join not in the Office. 

Note alſo, That in Caſes of Neceſſity, 
where the Sacrament cannot be fo conveni- 
ently adminiſtred; the Sick may be admo- 
niſh'd to receive it ſpiritually, z. e. by re- ; 
preſenting the Symbols of the Body and } 
Blood ot our Lord to. his Mind, and ap- h 
plying them to himſelf by Faith, with the : 
{lame Preparations of Faith and Repen- 
tance, as if they were really preſent. For 

no 
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no doubt but God, in ſuch a Caſe, who con- 
fiders all things with exact Juſtice, and 
chiefly reſpects the Sincerity of our Hearts 
and Intentions, will excuſe the Abſence of 
the outward and viſible Sign, when Neceſ- 
fity, and not Contempt or Neglect, was 
the Occaſion of it. 


SR © T. N. 


Of applying Spiritual Remedies to the unrea- 
ſonable Fears and Dejections of the Sick. 


12 ſometimes happens that good Men, 


eſpecially ſuch as have tender Conſci- 
ences, impatient of the leaſt Sin to which 
they are arriv'd by a long Habit of Grace, 
and a continual Obſervation of their Ways, 
over-aCt their part, and turn their Tender- 
neſs into Scruples, and are too much deject- 
ed and doubtful concerning their future Sal- 
vation. In ſuch a caſe, the Miniſter is to 
repreſent to them, that the Man who 
jealous of himſelf, is always in the ſafeſt 
Condition: That if he fears on his Death. 
bed, it is but what happens to moſt con- 
ſidering Men, and that therefore to fear no- 
thing then, is either a ſingular Felicity, or 
a dangerous Preſumption. 
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But to reſtrain the Extravagance of Fear, 
let him be re-minded of the Terms of the 
|: * That 'tis a Covenant of Grace 
and Mercy to all: * That Chri/i Jeſus came 
into the World to ſave Sinners: * That he 
continues aur Advocate in Heaven, and dai- 
ly intercedes with his Father for us: * That 
the whole heavenly Hoſt rejoice fat the 
Converſion of a Sinner: That the Angels 
are deputed by God, to be our Guardians 
againſt violent Surpriſes and Temptati- 
ons. * That there are different Degrees 
of Glory in Heaven, ſo that if we arrive 
not at the greateſt, we may yet hope, 
by divine Mercy, that we ſhould not be 
excluded the leſs. * That God hath pro- 
miſed to hear the Praters of the Righte- 
ous for his Servants. * That he hath or- 
dained a particular Order of Men in his 
Church tor ever, to difpenſe a Pardon to 


| repenting Sinners. * That God labours 


with us by his Spirit, and as it were le- 
ſeeches us in Chriſis fiead to be reconciled to 
him, 2 Cor. 5. 20. That of all his Attri- 
butes, he glorifies in none ſo much as in the 
Titles of Mercy and Forgiveneſs. * That 


therefore we do Injuſtice to the Father of 


 Mercies, if we retain ſuch hard Thoughts 


on us to forgive aur Brother ſeventy Times 
ſeven 


and Suſpicions of him. * Thar God calls up- 
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ſeven; and yet all that is but like the forgi- 


ving an huxdred Pence for his fake who for- 
gives us tex thouſand Talents. And there- 
tore it we are ordered to ſhew ſuch an un- 
reſtrained Temper of Forgiveneſs, it is on- 
ly to animate us to truſt in God's much 
more unbounded Mercy. 

By theſe and the like Arguments the 
ſpiritual Man may raile the drooping Spi- 
rits of good Men, in their cauſeleſs Deje- 
ions. But becauſe there are many other 
Caſes of the hike Nature which the Phy- 


* fician of Soub will meet with in viſiting 
his Neighbours, eſpecially ſuch as are of 


melancholy Difpoſitions, it may not be 
improper to mark the Principal of them 


here, and topreſcribe the Remedies. 


Conſiderations to le gerd to Pexſons under 
religious Melancholy. 


1. Some truly religious Pevſons are un- 
der tad Apprchenſions of not being in the 
Favour, of God, becauſe they find thetr 
Devotions to be very often-cold, their Pray- 
ers diſtracted, and their Delight in ſpiritu- 
al Matters, not to be ſo great and perma- 
ment, as their Pleaſure and Satisfaction is 
in the Things of the Worluu. 


Now 


1 
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Now to ſuch as have made Religion the 
great Buſineſs of their Lives, who have en- 
deavour'd to cure thoſe diſtracted Thoughts 
they complain of, and to enflame their 
Souls with Divine Love and Affection to 
their Power, it may be offer'd, * That 


the different Degrees of Affection with 


which Men ſerve God, do very often de- 
pend upon the Difference of their Fempers 
and Conſtitutions ; ſince ſome are naturally 
ſo dull and heavy, as to be very difficultly 
affected with any Thing, whillt others are 
of ſuch a tender Make, as to be affected al- 
moſt with every Thing, ſo as to be ſoon ex- 
alted with Joy, or depreſſed with Sorrow. 
* That Sickneſs, Loſſes, and all Afflicti- 
ons, and even Religion it ſelf, in its long 
and continual Exerciſe of Selt-denial and 
Thoughtfulneſs, do naturally breed ſuch a 
Tenderneſs of Spirit. * That the beſt of 
Men have never been able at all Times to 
keep their Affections at an equal height. 
* That the zeal and warmth with which 


ſome are affected, is not always an Argu- 
ment of their Goodneſs. * That a ſenſi- 


ble Pleaſure in religious Exerciſes (how- 
ever delightful to our ſelves) is at no hand 
neceſſary to render our Worſhip acceptable 
to God; becauſe as his Service is a reaſo- 
nable Service, they who worſhip him not 
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as they are affected by their Paſſions, but 
as they are led by their Reaſon, muſt be 
ſuppos'd to act upon a Principle . 
to his Nature. * That as to Diſtraction 
of Thoughts in the Service of God, it is 
owing likewiſe for the moſt part to bodily 
Weakneſs ; and therefore if we don't give 
way to it, but do all we can to ſuppreſs thoſe 
wandring Thoughts, we may be aſſured 
we ſhall never be blamed for being ſubject 
to that which by reaſon of the Weakneſs 
of our Nature we cannot help. * That the 
firſt Motions of our Mind, as it is impoſſi- 
ble to hinder them, ſo they are reckon'd by 
all Divines not to be ſintul, provided we 
don't encourage them. 1 
2. Some are extremely dejected, be- 


cauſe upon ſtrict Examination of them- 


ſelves, they find, as they think, all their 
Religion to be owing to their Fears; and 
Fear being a flaviſh and a ſordid Paſſion, 
they are apt to conclude, that all thoſe 
Services which are not the reſult of a more 
noble Principle, will be rejected by God, 


ſince, as he 1s all Love and Goodneſs, and 


Perfection, he will not be pleas'd, they 
think, with any Sacrifice, but what 1s ot- 
ter'd by Love. 
And to this {ad Purpoſe ſome have inter- 
preted, Rev. 21. 8. to belong to them, 
| + RE where 
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where the fearful are joined together witn 
the moſt abominable, who ſhall have their 
part in the Lake which burneth with Fire 
and Brimſtone. | 
To cure the deprav'd and unhappy No- 
tions of ſuch as theſe, it may be argued ; 
That tis plain from Scripture, that the firit 
Beginnings of, or Movements towards an 
Holy Lite, are uſually owing-to the Paſſion 
of Fear. * That to this, both our Saviour 

and his Apoſtles do all along addreſs them- 
| ſelves in their earneſt Intreaties of Man- 
kind, to turn from the ways of Sia to God. 
Fear him, faith our Saviour, who is able 
to deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell. St. 
Matth. 10. 28. S0 6. & 14 And St. 
Mark. 16. 16. And to this purpoſe, faith 
the Apoltle, Work out your Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling, Phil. 2. 12. And 
2 Cor. 5. 10. Knowing the Terrors of the 
Lord, faith he, we perſuade Men. And 
in moſt of the Scripture Proofs we ſhall 
find the chief Argument of Religion to 
be urg'd from a tear of Puniſhment for 
the neglect thereof: So that to be dejected, 
and render our Lives comfortleſs upon this 
Account, were the malt unreaſonable Ex- 

travagance; ſince this were to ſuppoſe, 
that God hath implanted the Paſſion ot 
Fear in us in vain; or, what is worſe, only 
tO 
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to vex and torment us; and that our Savi- 
our and his Apoſtles, perſuading us to be 
religious from the Terrors of the Lord, had 
deceiv'd and milled us. 

And as tor that Text, Rev. 21. 8. The 
fearful and uubelieving, and the abominable, 
and murdereri, and whoremongers, and ſor- 
cerers, and idolaters, and all liars ſhall 
have their part in the Lake Tohich burneth 
with Fire and Frimſione, &c. It is plain, 
that by the fearful in this place is meant, 
either ſuch as refuſe to embrace the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, or having embrac'd it, are 
afraid to continue {tedfait to the end, on 
account of the Croſs; and therefore can- 
not be ſuppos'd to have any Reference to 
thoſe who are 709rking out their Salvation 
wit) Fear and Trembliag, according to the 
Directioa of the Goſpel. Not but that 
we are to intermix with this Fear an entire 
Love and Affection to God, to the utmoſt 
of our Powers, from innumerable Argu- 
ments and Motives thcreto, which are ob- 
vious to all. f 

3. Some very pious, but unhappy Per- 
ſons, are grievoully tormented with wick- 
ed and blaſphemous Thoughts, ſo as to fall 
under the greateſt Agonics of Mind; and 
oiten to be ſo near Diſtraction, as to chuſe 
Death rather than Lite. 5 
1 | For 


- 
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For the Relief and Comfort of theſe, 
the Miniſter ſhould ſuggeſt to them, * That 
fuch horrid and frightful Thoughts are 
either occaſion'd through Melancholy pre- 
vailing over their Spirits, and difordering 
the Frame of their Minds; or elſe from 
the Malice of the Devil, and the Spirits 
of Darkneſs, who do all they can to ſhake 
our Faith, and to embitter the Chriltian 
Like. 5 oe | 
It to the former we aſcribe ſuch horrid 
Thoughts, they may be comforted upon 
Aſſurance, that they will not be imputed 
to them as their Sin, any more than a Fe- 
ver or any bodily. Diſtemper will, which 
they did not willingly procure, and which 
they have tried all Means to get rid of. 

It to the latter, they may be encouraged 
rather to rejoice, in that nothing is a great- 
er ſign of their being high in the Favour 


of God, than when they are under the moſt 


violent Temptations of the Devil. My 
Brethren, count it all Joy, ſaith St. James, 
when ye fall into divers Temptations, Ch. 1. 2. 
To the Effect, they may be taught to con- 
ſider, & That we ve le not (only) againſt 
Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalities, 
againſt Powers, againſ} the Rulers of the 
Darkneſs of this World, againſi Spiritual 
Wickeazeſs,or wicked Spirits, in high places, 

Eplieſ- 
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Epheſ. 9. 12. * That therefore the way 


to Heaven is juſtly ſaid to be by the Gates 
of Hell. * That the ſame Afﬀirtions are 
accompliſÞd in their Brethren which are in 
the World, who in various Kinds are tempt- 
ed of the 'Tempter, 1 Pet. 5, 8. * That 
He deſired to have St. Peter to fift bim as 
Meat, St. Luke 22. 31. That our Sa- 
viour himſelf was tempted by him, and the 
belt of Men have always been moſt obnoxi- 
ous to his Malice ; and that to live in car- 
nal Security, without any Moleſtations from 
him, is the moſt dangerous State. * That 


the being ſo much concern'd and afflicted 


at ſuch evil Thoughts, is a certain Argu- 
ment of a good Diſpolition, ſince the Wick- 
ed and Prophane are rather pleaſed than 
tormented with them. | 

Such kind of Arguments are the moſt 
proper to be offer'd to ſuch unhappy Per- 
tons. But in caſe their Faith and Hope 
be totally aſſaulted and overcome by the 
Devil, and they fall into direct Deſpair, 
it will be neceſſary then to endeavour 
the Cure of fo great an Evil and Temp- 
tation, by the Addition of the following 
Exerciſe. 


93 An 
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eAn Exerciſe egainſ; Deſpair. 


Deſpair afſents as firmly and ſirongiy as 
Faith it ſelf. But becauſe it is a violent 
Sin, and a great Temptation of the Devil ; 
it 1s certain, that thoſe who are fallen 
under it, notwithitanding their deplorable 
Aſſurance, have more Reaſon to condemn 
their Deſpair, than to condemn themſelves ; 
becauſe it is ſo great a Diſhonour to God, 
and will inevitably bring that Ruin along 
with it which they apprehend, unleſs they 
take Care to prevent it in time. For as 
the hypochondriacal Perſon, who fancied 
himſelf dead, made his Dream true when 
he ſtarv'd himſelf, becauſe dead People cat 
not, ſo deſpairing Sinners loſe God's Mer- 
cies by refuſing to uſe and believe them. 

To Perſons therefore, under fo ſad, as 
well as dangerous a Condition, let the molt 
ſeaſonable Advice, and all the molt com- 
fortable Diſpenſations of the Goſpel be ad- 
miniſtred. To the former Conſiderations 
let the following be added; 

That God is not willing that azy ſb⁰v/ 
periſh, but deſirous that all ſhould. come to 
his Glory. * That for this end we were 
created. * That he is fo far from being 
extream to mark what is dont amiſe, that he 
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will not refuſe the returning Prodigal, nor 
reject the worſt of Criminals, ths" their Sins 
be as red as Scarlet, upon their ſincere Re- 
pentance, * That the Thief upon the 
Croſs is a demonſtrable Proof of this, and 
a ſtanding Example to prevent the greateſt 
Sinner from Deſpair. * That if God is fo 
merciful and condeſcending to the vileſt 
Tranſgreſſors, much rather may we hope 


to be pardon'd for our Weaknels and Infir- 


mities. For he kzoweth whereof we are 
made, he remembreth that we are but Duſſ. 
Nay, he hath aſſured us, that he v xt 
Lreak the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the 


[moaking Flay. That all Sinsthould be for- 


given the Sons of Men, except one, which 
is the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, the Sin 
unto Death, as St. Foha calls it, for which 
we are not bound to pray ; for all others 
we are. And 'tis certain, that no Man 
commits a Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it 
he be afraid he hath, or deſires that he had 
not; for ſuch Penitential Paſſions are againſt 
the very Nature and Definition of that Sin. 
* That altho' Forgiveneſs of Sins is con- 


| 81 13 
ſign'd to us in Baptiſm, and Baptiſm is but 


once, yet Forgiveneſs of Sins being the 
ſpecial Grace of the Goſpel, it is ſecured to 
us for our Life, and ebbs and flows ac- 
cording as we diſcompoſe or renew the Per- 
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formance of our baptiſmal Vow ; there- 
fore *tis certain, that no Man ought to 
deſpair of Pardon, but he who hath vo- 
luntarily renounced his Baptiſm, or wil- 
lingly eſtranged himſelf from that Cove- 
nant. * That if it were not fo, then all 
Preaching and Prayers were in vain, and 
all the Conditions of the Goſpel invalid, 
and there could be no ſuch thing as Re- 
pentance, nor indeed ſcarce a Poſſibility 
of any one's being ſav'd, if all were to be 
concluded in a State of Damnation who 
had committed Sin after Baptiſm. 

To have any Fears therefore upon this 
account, were the moſt extravagant Mad- 


nels, For Chriſt ded for Sinners, and God 


batb comprehended all under Sin, that thro? 
him, he mizht have mercy uten all, Rom. 
1. 32. And it was concerning baptized 
Chriſtians that St. Jobz faid, IF any Man 
fin, we have an Acvocate with the Father, 
and he is the Propitiatios for our Sins : And 
concerning lapſed Chriſtians, St. Paul gave 
Inſtruction, that if any Man be overtaken 
in 4 Fault, je which are ſfiritual reſtore ſuch 
a Man in the Sfirit of Meekpeſs, conſidering 


Teſt ye alſo le tempted. The Corinthian 


Chriſtiana committed Inceſt, and was par- 
doza : And Simon Magus, after he was 
bapriz'd, offer'd to commit his own Sin of 

Simony, 
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Simony, and yet Peter bid him fray for 
Pardon: And St. James tells us, that, if | 
the Sick Man ſends for the Elders of the | 
Church, and they pray over him, and he con- 
feſs his Sins, they ſhall be forgiven him. 

* That even in the Caſe of very great Sins, 

and great Judgments inflicted upon Sinners, 
—*wiſe and good Men have declared their 
Senſe to be, that God ſpent all his Anger, 
and made it expire in that temporal Puniſh- 
ment ; and ſo it was ſuppoſed to have been 
done in the Caſe of Azamas, Sc. That 
nothing can be more abſurd, than to think, 
that ſo great and good a God, who is fo 
deſirous of ſaving all, as appears by his 
Word, by his ſending his Son, by his 
Oaths and Promiſes, by his very Nature 
and daily overtures of Mercy, ſhould con- 
demn any without the greateſt Provozati- 
ons of his Majeſty, and Perſeverance in 
them. | 

Upon the Strength of theſe Arguments, 
the deſpairing Perſon may be further taught 
to argue thus with himlelt. 

I conſider that the Ground of my Trou- 
ble is my Sin, and were it not for that, I 
ſhould have no Reaſon to be troubled : Bur 
lince the whole World lieth in iWickeaueſs, % 

and ſince there cannot be a greater Demon- | 
ſtration of a Man's Abhorrence of Sin, than 
to 
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to be ſo deeply affected with Sorrow for it; 
I therefore will ere& my Head with a ho- 
ly Hope, and think that God will alſo be 
mercitul to me a Sinner, as he 15 to the 
reſt of Mankind. I know that the Mer- 
cies of God are Infinite: That he fent his 
Son into the World on purpole to redeem 
ſuch as my felt; and that he hath promi- 
ſed over and over, to give to them that ah, 
and to be found of them that ſeek him; and 
therefore I will not diſtruſt his Godneſs, 
nor look upon the great God of Heaven and 
Earth to be worſe than his Word. Indeed, 
it from my ſelf I were to derive my Title 


to Heaven, then my Sins were a juſt Ar- 


gument of Deſpair : But now that they 
bring me to Chriſt, that they drive me to 
an Appeal to God's Mercy, and to take 
Sanctuary in the Croſs, certainly they ought 


not, they cannot infer a juſt Cauſe of De- 


ſpair. I am ſure it is a ſtranger thing, that 


God ſhould come down from Heaven, and 


take upon him our Nature, and live and 
die in the moſt ignominous State of it, 
than that a ſinful Man, waſhed by the 
Blood of Chriſt, and his own Tears and 
Humiliation, ſhould be admitted to Par- 
don, -and made Partaker of the Kingdom of 
Heaven: And it were ſtranger yet, that 
God ſhould do fo much tor Man, and that 
a 
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a Man that deſires, that labours after it to 
the utmolt of his Power, that ſends u 

ſtrong Cries and Prayers, and is ſtill with- 
in the Covenant of Grace, ſhould inevita- 
bly miſs that End tor which God did and 


ſutfer'd fo much. 


?Tis certain, that of all the Attributes 
that belong to God, there is none more eſ- 
ſential to his N ature, and which he takes 
more delight in than his Mercy; and *tis 
as certain "alſo, there mult be proper Ob- 
jects for this boundleſs and immenſe Attri- 


bun of God; and the moſt proper, if not 


only Objects of Mercy in the Creation, 
are the Children of Men; and of Men, 
ſurely thoſe who are molt grieved and 
wearied with the Burden of their Sins. 1 
therefore, who am as pitiful an Object of 


Mercy as any, will cheerfully hope, on 
God will both torgive me here, and 


me the Bleſſing of eternal Lite ere 
For 1 know that eferng Life is purely the 
Gift of God, and therefore have lets Reaton 
(still) to deſpair. For if my Sins were 


fewer, and my Ditproportions towards ſuch 


a Glory were lets, yet ſtill J could not re- 


ceive it, but as a tree Gift and Donation 
of God, and ſo I may now; and it is not 


an Expectation beyond the Hopes of Poſſi- 
bility, to look and wait for ſuch a Gift at 


the 
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the Hands of the God of Mercy. The beſt 
of Men deſerve it not, and I, who am the 
worſt, may have it given me. I know that 
J have ſinned grievoully and frequently a- 
gainſt my heavenly Father, but I have 
repented, I have begg'd Pardon, I have 
confeſs'd and forſaken my Sins, and done 
all that is poſſible for me to make Atone- 
ment. I cannot undo what is done, and I 
periſh if there be no ſuch thing as a Reme- 
dy, or Remiſſion of Sins. But then I know 
my Religion mult periſh together with my | 
Hope, and the Word of God it ſelf mult 
fail as well as I. But I cannot, I dare not 
entertain ſuch a Thought. I firmly believe 
that moſt encouraging Article of Faith, 
toe Remiſſion of Sins ; and ſince I do that, 
which all good Men call. Repentance, I 
will alſo humbly hope for a Remiſſiou of 
aui ue, and a 1mfal Reſurreftion. 

I know that the Devil is continually ly- 
ing in walt to trapan and devour the Souls 
of Men; (far we are not ignorant of his De- | 
vice wherefore I will fortifie my Spirits, 
and redouble my Guard, and call upon my 
God to enable me to reſiſt all the fiery . 
Darts which he now ſo malicioully and i 
furiouſly thoots againſt me. 

Or perhaps thus exceeding Dejection, or 
Malady of Mind, may arite from the Di- 

ſtemper 
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ſtemper and Weakneſs of my Body: Or at 
moſt, I hope, tis only a Diſeaſe of Judg- 
ment; not an intolerable Condition I am 
fallen into: And ſince I have heard of a 
great many others who have been in the 
ſame Condition with my felt, and yet re- 
cover'd, I will alſo take courage to h 


that God will relieve me in his good Time, 
and not leave my Soul tor ever in this Hel 


of deprav'd Fancy, and wicked Imagina- 


tion. In fine, T'll raiſe up my dejected Spi- 


rits, and caſt all my Care uon God, and 
depend upon him for the Event, which I 
am {ure will be jut; and I cannot but 


think, from the fame Reaſon, full of Her- 


cy. However, now I will uſe all the ſpi- 
ritual Arts of Reaſon and Religion, to 


make me more and more ta lade God; that 


if I miſcarry, Charity alſo ſhall fail, and 
{omething-that Jzves God ſhall periſh, and 
be damn'd ; which if it be impoſlible (as 
I am ſure it 1s) then I may have jult reafon 
to hope I ſhall do well. 
Thefe Conſiderations may be of Service 
to bind uf the brokea-hearted, and to ſtreng- 
then the bruiſed Reed of a good Man's Spi- 
rit, in ſo great and terrible a Dejection. 


But as Caſes of this nature are very rare, 


fo the Arguments here made uſe of are 
rarely to be inſiſted upon; and never, but 
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to well-diſpos'd Perſons, or reformed Peni- 


tents, or to ſuch as, in the general Courſe of 


their Life, have lived pretty ſtrict and 
conformable to the Rules of Religion. For 
it the-Man be a vicious Perſon, and hath 
gone on in a continued Courſe of Sin, to 
the time of his Sickneſs, theſe Conſidera- 
tions are not proper. Let him enquire into 
the Words of the firſt Diſciples atter Pen- 
tecoſt, Aer and Brethren, what ſhall we de 
to be ſaved? And if he can but entertain fo 
much Hope, as to enable him to do as much 
of his Duty as he can for the preſent, it is 
all that can be provided for him. And the 
Miniſter muſt be infinitely careful, that he 


does not go about to comfort vicious Per- 


vo 

ſons with the Comfort of God's Elect, 
left he proſtitue holy Things, and encou- 
rage Vice, and render his Ditcourſcs deceit- 
ful: And the Man ſadly finds them to be 
ſo, when he deſcends into the Regions of 
Darkneſs. 

But becauſe very few are tempted with 
too great Fears ot miſcarrying ; bur the 


_ generality, even of the moſt profligate 


fort, are rather inclin'd to unwarrantable 
Aſſurances of their future Salvation, it 
will highly concern the Miniſters to pre- 
vent in time fo great and reigning an Im- 
poſition of the Devil. 

Where- 
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Wherefore to the former Conſiderations 
t2 awaken the careleſs Sinner, and a ſtupid 
Conſcieace, the following may be added, 
upon Occafion, to check the over-weening 
Thoughts of the Preſumptuous. 


— — 


SRT. V. 
Couſideratious againſi Preſumption. 


A* D here, Let the bold and Arro- 
cant Sinner further know, * That a 
Maa cannot think too meanly of himſelf, 
but very eaſily he may run into the con- 
trary Extreme. * That the Growths in 
Grace are long, difficult, uncertain, often 
iaterrupted, conſiſting of great Variety, 
and almoſt innumeral Parts and Diſtincti- 


ons, which a carcleſs Perſon can never 


diſcover. * That the more a Man pre- 
fumes, the greater Reaſon he hath to 
tear, becauſe the Confidence of ſuch Men 
is generally like that of Children and 
young People, which have no other Rea- 
lon, but that they underſtand not the Dan- 
gers and Follies of their Self- conceits. * That 
the Heart of Man is deceitful above all things, 
and deſperately wicked ; deceiving, it felt, 
and deceiving others in innumerable In- 

ſtances, 
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ſtances ; and being often in the Gall of Bit- | 
| a when the Man appears with the | 
faireit out- ſide to the World. * That tis 
certain, all have ſinned and come ſhort of the 
Glory of God; but not ſo certain, that any 
ones Repentance is real and effective to Sal- 
vation. * That we know not whether 
the Time of Repentance, or the Day of 
Grace be paſt; or if it be fiot, what Mea- 
ſures of Obedience and Degrees of Perfe- 
Etion, or what Trials and Sufferings are 
expected of us, to make our Calling and 
Election ſure. That Virtue and Vice are 
oftentimes ſo near Neighbours, that we 
paſs into each others Borders without Ob- 
ſervation, and think we do Juſtice, when 
we are Cruel; or call our ſelves Liberal, 
when we are looſe and fooliſh in our Ex- 
pences, £7c. * That it is not eaſie to di- 
ſtinguiſn between the Virtues of Nature, + 
and the Virtues of Choice ; but oftentimes 
a Man ſhall expect the Reward of Tem- 
perance, when 'tis againſt his Nature to 
be drunk; and think himſelf chaſte and 
reſerved by abſtaining from the Mar- 
riage-bed, when 'tis only the Effects of a 
moroſe Diſpoſition, or elſe out of fome _ 
temporal End or other, c. * That the 
Devil hath ten thouſand ways of leading 
us into Temptation by the moſt ſly and 
imper- 
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imperceptible Means; and that no Man 
can tell how oft he offendeth ; inſomuch as 
if we have liv'd never ſo ſtrict a Life, we 
have Reaſon to fear, that our Accounts 
may {well beyond the Hopes of Pardon, 
by the number of our Petty Sins and 
Infirmities, which all are too apt to indulge 
themſelves in: For an Army of Flies and 
Vermin may deſtroy all the Hopes of the 
Harveſt, as well as an Army of Soldiers; 
and a Man may be drown'd as ſoon by a 
Bag of Sand about his Neck as a Milftone. 

That the Selt-accufing Publican was ju- 
ſtifty'd, rather than the ſelf-confident Phari- 


ſee. * That it Adam in Paradice, David 


in his Houſe, Solomon in the Temple, Pe- 
ter in the Family of Chriſt, Judas a- 
mong the twelve Apoſtles, and Nicholas a- 


mong the Deacons, and if the Angels in 


Heaven it ſelf, did fall fo groſly and foully, 


then we have all the Reaſon in the World - 


not to le higb-mi nd, Lut to fear; and when 
we are moſt confident of our ſelves, to take 
heed le/i we fall; there being nothing ſo 
likely to occaſion it, as Pride and great O- 


pinions of our ſelves, which ruin'd the An- 


gels, which God reſiſts, which all Men 
deſpiſe, and which betray us into Careleſ- 
neſs, and a wretchleſs, undiſcerning, and 


unwary Spirit. 1 "a 
| 1eſe 
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Theſe are the main parts of Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Duties and Offices in the Viſitation of 


the Sick, which being ſeverally perform'd, 
as occaſion requires, it remains only, that 
the Miniſter pray over the Sick, and remind 
him to do good Actions, as he is capable 
of; to call upon God for Pardon; to put 
his whole truſt in him; to be patient and 
reſign d; and even, to renounce every ill 
Thought or Word, or undecent Action, 
which the Violence of his Sickneſs may 
have cauſed in him ; to beg of God to give 
him his holy Spirit, to guide him in his A- 
gony, and to fend his holy Angels to guard 
im in his Paſſage, TE 

Whatfoever is belides this, concerns the 
Standers by, that they do all in their re- 


ſpective Offices diligently and temperate- 


ly: That they join in Prayer with the Mi- 
niſter with much Charity and Devotion : 
That they make no Outcries or Exclama- 
tion 1n the Departure of the Soul; nor 
= 5 Judgment concerning the 
ying Man; by his dying quietly or vio- 
lently, with —— Fram or S cheertul 
Confidence, with Senſe or without; like a 
Lamb or like a Lion, wich Convulſions 
and terrible Agontes, or like the filent 
and well-ſpent Flame of an expiring Ja- 
per. For theſe may happen ſeverally, ac- 
cording 
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cording to the Conſtitution of the Perſons, 
and the Nature of the Diſtemper that be- 
fals them; or elſe according as God pleaſes 
to diſpenſe the Grace, or the Puniſhmear, 
for Reaſons only known to himſelf. 

Let us lay our Hands upon our Mouth, 
and adore the Myſteries of the Divine Wiſ- 
dom and Providence, and pray to God to 
give the dying Man Reſt and Pardon; and 
to our ſelves Grace to live well, and the 


Bleſſings of a holy and happy Death. 
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FOR THE [ 
Viſitation of theSick. 


4 When any Perſon is Sick, Notice ſpall be given thereof to 
the Minifter of the Pariſh, who coming into the ſick Per- 
fon's Houſe, all ſay, : | 
Eace be to this Houſe, and to all that 
dwell in 1t. | 


4 When be cometh into the fick Man's Preſence, be ſball ſay L 
kneeling don, | aa, Kt 


Emember not Lord our Iniquities, nor 
the Tniquities of our Fore-fathers. 
Spare us, good Lord, ſpare thy People, 
whom > Ay redeemed with thy moſt* 
precious Blood, and be not angry with us 
n ns ar be 
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dom come. Thy be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven. A ys this Day- aur dai- 
ly Bread. And forgive us our ref paſſes, 
as we forgive them that treſpaſs MR us. 


And lead us not into Temptation; but de- 
liver us from evil. Amen. 


"Min. Lord fave thy Servant; 
Au. Which putteth his Truſt m thee. 


1 
f 
* 
F 
; 


. Send him Help fram thy Holy Place. 
Anf And evermore mightily defend him. 


Min. Let the Enemy have no Advantage 


of hum. 
Anſ. Nor the wicked approachto hurt bi Me 


Min. Be unto him, O Lord, a ſtrong 


Tower. 
eAnſ. From the Face of his Enemy. 
Ain. O Lord, hear our Prayers. 


Aal. And let our Cry come unto thee, a 


„ Mi uiſter. 
0 


145 


Vant. Look upon him with the Eyes of thx 


r 7 


Len art in Heaven, 3 
* bern Name. Thy King- . 


Lord look down from Heaven, be- 
hold, viſit, and relieve this thy Ser- 
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Merev; give him Comfort and ſure Confi- 
dence in thee ; defend him from the Dan- 
ger of the Enemy, and keep him in 


perpe- 
tual Peace and Safety, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


4 | He us, almighty and moſt merciful 
1 


God and Saviour; extend thy accu- 
omed Goodneſs to this thy Servant, who 


A is grieved with Sickneſs. Sanctifie, we 
1 beſeech thee, this thy fatherly Correction to 
3 him; that the Senſe of his Weakneſs may 
. add Strength to his Faith, and ſeriouſneſs 


to his Repentance. That if it ſhall be thy | 
good Pleature to reſtore him to his former 
Health, he may lead the reſidue of hi Life 
in thy fear, and to thy Glory: or elſe give 
him Grace fo to take thy Viſitation, that at- 
ter this painful Lite is ended, he may dwell 
with thee in Life everlaſting, thro* Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 985 {| 
| 9 22 og Ar; ag ha exhort the ſick Perſon after this Mi 
Early beloved, know this, that al- 
mighty God 1s the Lord of Life and | 
Death, and of all Things to them pertain- 
ing; as Youth, Strength, Health, Age, 
Weakneſs and Sickneſs. Wherefore, what- 
ſoever your Sickneſs is, know you certainly, 
that & is God's Viſitation. And for what 
Cauſe ſoever this Sickneſs is ſent unto you; 
& 4. whether 


— - 2 — — 2 2 
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Chriſt have Mercy u us. 
Lord have Mexey we Ow 


hallowed be th thy 
dom come. Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven. Give us this aur dai- 


ly Bread. And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, 
as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 


And lead us not into Temptation; but de- 


liver us from evil. Amen. 
Miiſt. O Lord fave thy Servant; 
Ante. Which putteth 57 Truſt in thee. 
Min. Send him Help from thy Holy Place. 


Aaſw.And evermore mightily defend him. 


Miz. Let the Enemy have no Advantage 
of him. 
Anſ. Nor the wicked approachto hurt im. 
Min. Be unto im, O Lord, a ſtrong 
Tower. _ 
_ eAnſ. From the Face of his Enemy. 
Min. O Lord, hear our Prayers. 
A. And let our Cry come unto thee. 


Minuiſter. 
6] 


Lord look down from Heaven, "OS 
hold, viſit, and relieve this thy Ser- 


vant. Look upon Vim with the Eyes of thy 


Mercy : - 


U N Farter⸗ "hich art in Heaven, 
Name. Thy King- 


i "ah * 
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Mercy; give him Comfort and ſure Confi- 
dence'in thee ; defend him from the Dan- 
ger of the Enemy, and keep him in perpe- 
rual Peace and Safety, through Jefus Chriſt 
our Lord. Ames. 3 
Ear us, almighty and moſt merciful 
God and Saviour; extend thy accu- 
ſtomed Goodneſs to this thy Servant, who 
is grieved with Sickneſs. Sanctifie, we 
beſeech thee, this thy fatherly Correction to 
him; that the Senſe of hi Weakneſs may 
add Strength to hzs Faith, and ſeriouſneſs 
to hi Repentance. That if it ſhall be thy 
good Pleaſure to reſtore him to his former 
Health, he may lead the reſidue of his Lite 
in thy tear, and to thy Glory : or elſe give 
him Grace ſo to take thy Viſitation, that at- 


ter this painful Lite is ended, he may dwell 


with thee in Lite everlaſting, thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


I en ſhall the Miniſter exhert the ſick Perſon after this 


Form, or other like, | 
Early beloved, know this, that al- 
mighty God 1s the Lord of Lite and 
Death, and of all Things to them pertain- 
ing; as Youth, Strength, Health, Age, 
Wexkneſs and Sickneſs. Wherefore, what- 
ſoever your Sicknels is, know you certainly, 
that & is God's Viſitation. And for what 
Cauſe fozver this Sickneſs is ſent unto you; 
E 4 whether 


<, 


and not Sons. Furthermore, we have had 
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whether it be to try your Patience, for 
the Example of others, and that your Faith 
may be found in the Day of the Lord lau- 


dable, glorious and honourable, to the In- 


creaſe of Glory and endleſs Felicity: Or 
elſe it be ſent unto you to corre& and a- 
mend in you whatſoever doth offend the 


Eyes of your heavenly Father; Know you 
certainly, that if you truly repent you of 


our Sins, and bear your Sickneſs patient- 
y, truſting in God's Mercy for his dear 
Son Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, and render unto 
him humble Thanks for his fatherly Viſita- 
tion, ſubmitting your ſelf wholly unto his 
Will, it ſhall turn to your Profit, and help 
you forward in the right way that leadeth 
unto everlaſting Life. 


J If the Perſon wiſited be very ſick, then the Curate may end 
bis Exhortation in this Flace, or elſe proceed. 


Ake therefore in good part the Cha- 
ſtiſement of the Lord: For (as St. 
Paul faith in the twelfth Chapter to the 
Hebrews) whom the Lord loveth he chaſt- 
neth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom he 
receiveth. If you endure Chaſtning, God 
dealeth with you as with Sons ; for what 


Son is he whom the Father chaſteneth not? 
But if ye be without Chaſtiſement, where- 


of all are Partakers, then are ye Baſtards, 


Fa- 


* 
3 
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Fathers of our Fleſh, which corrected us, 


and. we gave them Reverence ; ſhall we 
not much rather be in Subjection unto the 
Father of Spirits, and live? For they ve- 


- rily, for a few Days chaſtned us after their 


own Pleaſure ; but he for our Profit, that 
we might be Partakers of his Holineſs. 
Theſe Words (good Brother) are writen in 
holy Scriptures for our Comfort and Inſtru- 
tion, that we ſhould patiently and with 
Thankſgiving bear our heavenly Father's 
Correction, whenſoever, by any manner 
of Adverſity, it ſhall pleaſe his gracious 
Goodneſs to viſit us. And there ſhould be 
no greater Comfort to Chriſtian Perſons, 
than to be made like unto Chritt, by ſuffer- 
ing patiently Adverſities, Troubles and 
Sickneſſes. For he himſelf went not up to 
Joy, but firſt he ſuffer'd Pain: He enter'd 
not into his Glory before he was crucifi- 
ed. So truly our Way to eternal Joy, 1s to 
ſuffer here with Chriſt; and our Door to 
enter into eternal Lite, is gladly to die with 
Chriſt, that we may riſe again from Death, 


and dwell with him in everlaſtins Life. 


Now theretore, taking your Sickneſs, which 


is thus profitable for you, patiently, I ex- 
hort you in the Name of God to remember 


the Profeſſion which you made unto God in 
your Baptiſm. And foraſmuch as after this 


Lite, 


0 
17 


| 
| 
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Life there is an Account to be given unto 
the „ Judge, by whom all muſt be 
judged without Reſpect of Perſons; I re- 
quire you to examine your ſelf, and your 
Eſtate, both towards God and Man; ſo that 
accuſing and condemning your ſelf, and your 
S ax > * 

own Faults, you may find Mercy at your 
heavenly Father's Hand, for Chriſt's ſake, 
and not be accuſed and condemn'd in that 
fearful Judgment. Therefore J ſhall re- 
hearſe to you the Articles of our Faith, 
that you may know whether vou believe 
as a Chriſtian Man ſhould, or no. 

4 Here the Miniſter all rehearſe the Articles of the Faith, 

faying thus : - 

| Oft thou believe in God the Father 
 # Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 
Earth ? 

And in Jeſus Chriſt his only begottes 
Son our Lord ? and that he was conceiv- 
ed by the Holy Ghoit ; born of the Virgin 
Mary; that he ſuffer'd under Pontius Pi- 
late, was crucified, dead and buried; that 


he went down into Hell, and alſo did riſe 


again the third Day; that he aſcended into 


Heaven, and ſitteth at the right Hand of 


God, the Father Almighty, and from thence 
ſhall come again at the end of the World, to 
judge the Quick and the Dead ? 


And 


G * r ——— W ———— — 
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And doſt thou believe in the Holy Ghoſt, 

the holy Catholick Church; the Commu- 

nion of Saints; the Remiſſion of Sins; the 

Reſurrection of the Fleſh; and everlaſting 
Life after Death? | | 


The Sick Perſon ſuall anſuer, 
All this I ſtedfaſtly believe. 


Tien ſoall the Minifter examine whether be repent him 
truly of his Sims, and be in Charity with all the Warld; 
exborting him to forgive, from the bottom of his Heart, ajt 
Peyſons that kave offended him, and if be have offended 
any ot her, to at em Forgiveneſs ; and where he hath done 
Injury or Wrong to any Man, that he make amends te the 
utmoſt of his Power. And if he hath not hefore diſpoſed 
of his Goods, let him then be admoniſhed to make his Mill, 
and to declare his Debts, what be oweth, and what is ow 
ing unto hin; for the better diſchargirg of his Conſcience, 

and the Quietneſs of his Exccutors, But Men ſhould often 

hs in remembrance to take order ſor ſettling of their tem- 
poral Eftates, whilſt they are in Health. 


q Theſe Words, before rebearſed, may be ſaid before the Mi- 
niſter begin Þis Prayer, as be ſhall ſee Cauſe. 


J The Miniſter ſvould not omit earneſily to move ſuch ſick 
Perſons as are of Ability, to be liberal to the Poor. 


| 
Here ſyall the ſick Perſon be moved to make a ſpecial Com- | 
* | feſſion of his Sins, if he feel his Conſcience troubl-d with any 3 
eveighty Matter, After awhich Confeſſion, the Prieft ſpall 4 

ab ſolve him (if he humbly and beartuy deſire it) after this 6 4 

ſort. 1 
UR Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath leſt 
| Power to his Church to abſolve all 
Sinners who truly repent, and believe in 
5 him, 
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him, of his great Mercy forgive thee thine 
Offences ; and by his Authority committed 
to me, I abſolve thee from all thy Sins, in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the holy Ghoſt. Amen. 


q And then the Prieſt hall ſay the Collect following. 


4 7; \ A 
Maſt mercitul God who according 
to the Multitude of thy Mercies 
doſt fo put away the Sins of thoſe who 
truly repent, that thou remembreſt them 
no more; open thine Eye of Mercy upon 
this thy Servant, who malt earneſty deſi- 
reth Pardon and Forgiveneſs. Renew in 
bim (molt loving Father) whatſoever hath 
been decay'd by the Fraud and Malice of 
the Devil, or by His own carnal Will and 
Frailneſs; preſerve and continue this ſick. 
Member in the Unity of the Church; con- 
ider his Contrition, accept his Tears, aſ- 
{wage his Pain, as ſhall ſeem to thee moſt 
expedient for Hmm. And foraſmuch as he 
putteth hi full Truſt only in thy Mercy, 
impute nat unto Ji his former Sins, but 
ſtrengthen him with thy bleſſed Spirit; and 
when thou art pleaſed to take him hence, 
take him unto thy Favour, through the, 
Merits of thy molt dearly-bcloved Son Je- 
ſus Chriſt dur Lord. Amen. 

| ¶ Thez 
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long for: T hou art my Hope, even from 
Praiſe ſhall always be of thee. | 


all the Day long. 


| me. 
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5 Then ſball the Miniſter ſay this Pſalm. | 


In te, Domine ſperavi, Pſal, 71. 
N thee, O Lord, have I put my Truſt, 
let me-never be put to Confuſion : Bur 
rid me, and deliver me in thy Righteouſ- 
neſs; incline thine Ear unto me, and ſave 
me. 

Be thou a —_ Hold, whereunto I 
may wg reſort : Thou haſt promiſed to 
help me, for thou art my Houſe of Defence, 
and my Caſtle. 

Deliver me, O my God, out of the Hand 
of the ungodly : out of the Hand of the 
unrighteous and cruel Man. 

For thou, O Lord, art the thing that I 


my Youth. 

Through thee have I been holden up 
ever ſince I was born: Thou art he that 
took me out of my Mother's Womb; my 


I am become as it were a Monſter to 
many: But my ſure Truft is in thee. - F 
O let my Mouth be filled with thy Praiſe; 
that I may ſing of thy Glory and Honour 


Caſt me not away in the Time of Age: 
Forſake me not when my Strength faileth 


For 
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For mine Enemies ſpeak a ainſt e, and 
they that lay wait for my Soul take their 
Counſel together, ſaying, God bath forſa- 
ken him, perſecute him, and * him, 
for there 1 1 wg to deliver him. 

Go not far from me, O God: God, 
haſte thee to help me. f Al lil bh 5 

Let them be contounded and periſh, that 
are againſt my Sou: Let them be! covered 
with jhame and Diſhonour, that fcek to 
me vill. 

As for me, 1 will patiently abide alway: 
and will. praiſe thee more and more. 

My —— Mall daily ſpecks of thy. Rich- 
Wn & and Santias 15 or L en 00 end 
thereof. | 

TI will go forth in the Streng — of the 
Lord God : And will make mention of thy 
Righteouſneſs only. 

1 hou, O God, haſt tau ght me from my 

Youth! up until now: : Theor will 1 rel 
of thy wondrous Works. 
Forſake me not, O God, in mine old 
Age, when I am grey-headed, until I have 
ſhewed thy Strengtli unto this Generation, 
and thy Power to all them chat are yet: for 
to come. 

Thy Righteouſneſs, 0 God, is. * 
high, and great Things are they that thou 
n done: 0 God, who is like uato theers 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt; _ | 


As it was in "i beginning i is now, and 
ever ſhall be: World withour end. Amen. 


J Adding this, 


Saviour of the World, who b thy 
Crols and precious Blood haſt re- 
deemed us, fave us and help us, we hum- 
bly beſeech thee, O Lord. 


J Then ſhall the' Miniſter ſay, 
HE Almighty Lord, who'is a moſt 


fence, and make thee know and feel, 
that there is none other Name under Hea- 
ven given to Man, in whom, and thro? 
whom thou mayeſt receive Health and Sal- 


vation, but only the Name of our Lord Je- 


{us Chriſt. Amen 
J And os that ſba!l ſay, 


Nto. God's gracious Mercy and Pro- 
tection we commit thee. The Lord 


bleis thee, and keep thee. The Lord make 


his Face 0 ſhine upon thee, and be gra- 
cious unto thee. The Lord lift up his 
Countenance upon thee, and give thee 
Peace, both now and evermore. Amen. 


The 


ſtrong Tower to all them that put 
their Truſt in him, to whom all things .in 
Heaven, in Earth, and under the Earth do 

bow and obey, be now, and evermore.thy 


— —_m 
— — — — — — —— 
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THE 


Communion of the Sick. 


q Oraſmuch as all mortal Men be ſubjet to many ſudden 


Perils, Diſeaſes and Sickneſſes, and ever uncertain what 


Lime they ſhall depart out of this Life; therefore, to the in- 


tent they may be always in readineſs to die, whenſoever it 
ſhall pleaſe Almighty God to call them, the Curates ſhall 


diligently from Time to Time (but eſpecially in Time of 


Peſtilence, or other infectious Sickneſs) exhort their Pariſhio. 
wers to the often receiying of the Holy Communion of the 
Body and Blood of our Saviour Cłriſt, when it fea be 
publickly admini in the Church , that ſo doing they ma 

in caſe of ſudden Viſitation, have the leſs Cauſe to be dif- 


| quieted for lack of the ſame. But if the Sick Perſon be 


wot able to come to the Church, and yet is deſirous to re- 
ceive the Cammiunion in his Houſe , then be muſt give 
timely Notice to the Curate, ſignifying alſo how many there 
are to communicate with him, (which fhall be three, or two 
at the leaſt) and having a conuenient Place in the Sick Man's 


. Houſe, with all I bing neceſſary ſo prepared, that the Cu- 


LY 
— 
7 
* 


rate may reverently miniſter, he ſhall there celebrate the ho- 
| Buys ginning with the Collect, Epil and 
del bere following. ; 67 


The collect. 


A Lmighty and everlaſting God, Maker 


of Mankind, who doit corre& thoſe 


- whom thou doſt love, and chaftife 2 
one whom thou doſt receive; We befeech 
thee to have Mercy upon this thy Servant 
viſited with thine hand, and to grant that 
he may take hzs Sickneſs patiently, and re- 


cover. 


1 
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cover his bodily Health (if it be — gra- 


cious Will) and whenever þzs Soul thall 
depart from the Body, it may be without 
Spot preſented unto thee, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


The Epiſtle, Heb. 12. f. 


M Y Son, deſpiſe not thou the Chaſten- 


ing of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
art rebuked of him. For whom the Lord 
loveth he chaſtneth ; and ſcourgeth every 
Son whom he receiveth. 


The Goſpel, St. John 5. 24. 


XK 7-Erily, verily, I fay unto you, He that 
Y  heareth my Word, and believeth on 
him that fent. me, hath everlaſting Lite, 
and ſhall not come into Condemnation ; 
but is paſſed from Death unto Life. 


J After which, the Prieſt ſhall proceed according to the Form 

preſcribed for the Holy Communion, beginning at theſe Words, 
[ Ye that do truly] i | 

q At the Time of their Diſtribution of the holy Sacrament, 
the Prieft ſhall firſt receive the Communion himſelf, and af 
ter miniſter unto them that are appointed to communicate 
with the fick, and laſt of all to the ſick Perſon. 


J But if a Man, either by reaſon of Extremity of Sickneſs, or 


For want of Warning in due Time to the Curate, or for lack 
of Company to receive with him, or by any other juſt Inpedi- 
ment, do not receive the Sacrament of Chriſt s Body and 
Blood, the Curate ſhall inſtruct bim, that I be do truly re- 
pent bim of bis Sins, and fedfaftly believe that Feſus Chrift 
bath [ſuffer'd Death upon the _— for him, and ſhed his * 

| cx 


! 
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for his Redemption, earneſtly remembring. the Renefits be hath 
- thexeby, 27 J grove him 1/5 anks —— be 4a 
bs and drink the and Blood of our Saviour" Chrift pro- 
 Fitably to bis Soul s Health, although he do nat receive the 
ans Modi with bis Mouth. * ee 
4 When the ſick. Peyſon is vi ſited, and receiveth the holy 83 
munion all at one time, then the Prieſt, for more expedi- 
tion, 2 cut off the Form of the Viſitation at the Pſalm 
[In thee, O Lord, have I put my 'Fruſt } and go ftrait to 
the Communion. 
« In the Time of the Plague,Sqyeat, or ſuch other libę cuntagi 
ous Times of Sickneſs or Diſeaſes, whey none of the Paris 
Neighbours can be gotten ta communicate with the Sick, in 
their 'Homſes, for fear of the Infection, upon ſpecial — oy 
the Deceaſed, the Mini fter only. may communicate with him. 
9 At the Time of the Celebration of the Communion, the Com 
municants being conveniently plac d for the receiving of the 
Holy Sacrament, the Prieſt ſhall ſay this Exhortation, 


Early beloved in the Lord, ye that 
mind to come to the holy Communyj 
on-of the Body and Blood of our Saviour 


Chrift, mult conſider how St. Paul exhort- 


eth all Perſons diligently to try and exa- 


mine themſelves, before they r: to 
that Cup. 


eat of that Bread, and drink of 
For as the Benefit is great, if with a true 


penitent Heart, and lively Faith, we re- 


ceive that holy Sacrament, (for then we 
ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and Dri 


his Blood; then we dwell in Chriſt, and, 


Chriſt in us; we are one with Chriſt, and 
Chriſt with us:) ſo is the Danger great, 
if we receive the ſame unworthily. For 
then we are guilty of the Body and my 


[ 


a 
* 
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of Chrift our Saviour; we eat and drink 
our own Damnation, not confidering the 
Lord's Body ; we kindle God's Wrath a- 
gainſt us; we provoke him to plague us 
with divers Diſeaſes, and ſundry kinds of 
Death. Judge therefore your felves, Bre- 
thren, that ye be not judged of the Lord; 
repent ye truly for your Sins paſt; have 

lively and ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt our Sa- 
viour ; amend your Lives, and be in per- 
fe& Charity with all Men; fo ſhall ye be 
meet Partakers of theſe holy Myſteries. 
And above all things ye muſt give moſt 
humble and hearty Thanks to God the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; 
for the Redemption of the World by the 
Death and Paſſion of our Saviour Chriſt, 
both God and Man, who did humble him- 
ſelf even to the Death upon the Croſs, for 
us miſerable Sinners, who lay in Darkneſs; 
and the ſhadow of Death, that he might 
make us the Children of God, and exalt us 
to everlaſting Life. And to the end that 
we ſhould” always remember the exceed- 
ing great Love of our Maſter and only 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, thus dying for us, 
and the innumerable Benefits which by his 
precious Blood-ſhedding he hath obtained 
to us, he hath inſtituted and ordained ho- 
ly Myſteries, as * of his Love, 2 
2 or 
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for a continual Remembrance of his Death, 


fo our great and endleſs Comfort. To 
him, therefore, with the Father, and the 
holy Ghoſt, let us give (as we are moſt 
bounden) continual Thanks, ſubmitting 
our ſelves wholly to his holy Will and Plea- 
ture, and ſtudying to ſerve him in true 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days or 
our Life. Amen. 2 _ 


9 Then ſhall the Prieſt ſay to them that come to receive the 
Holy Communion. 


VE that do truly and earneſtly repens 
you of your Sins, and are in Love 
and Charity with your Neighbours, and 
intend to lead a new Lite, tollowing the 


Commandments of God, and walking from 


hence in his holy Ways ; draw near with 
Faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your 
Comfort; and make your humble Confeſ- 
ſion to Almighty God, meekly kneeling 
upon your knees. | 


« Then ſpall this general Confeſſion be made, in the Name of 
all thoſe that are minded to receive the holy Communion, by 
one of the Miniſters, both be and all the People kneeling 
hambly upon their Knees, and ſaying, 


A mighty God, Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of all Things, 


Judge of all Men; we acknowledge and 
bewail, 


NE ns 
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bewail our manifold Sins and Wickedneſs, 
which we from Time to Time moſt grie- 
vouſly have committed, by Thought, Word 
and Deed, againſt thy divine Majeſty, pro- 
voking moſt juſtly thy Wrath and Indigna- 
tion againſt us. We do earneſtly repent, 
and are heartily ſorry for theſe our Miſdo- 


ings; the Remembrance of them 1s grie- 


vous unto us; the burden of them is into- 
lerable. Have mercy upon us, have Mer- 
cy upon us, moſt mercitul Father ; tor thy 
Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's fake, forgive 
us all that is paſt, and grant we may 
ever hereafter ſerve and pleate thee in New- 
neſs of Life, to the Honour and Glory of 


thy Name, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. | 


9 Then ſhall the Prieſ (or the Biſhop being pre ſeat) fand up, 
and turning himſelf to the People, pronounce this Abſolution, 


A -miehty God our heavenly Father, 
who of t 

ſed Forgiveneſs of Sins, to all them that with 
hearty Repentance and true Faith turn un- 
to him; have Mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your Sins, confirm and 
ſtrengthen you in all Goodneſs, and brin 
you to everlaſting Lite, thro” Jeſus Chrill 
our Lord. Amen. 9 4 


* % 


* 


hy Great ien promi- 
1 


. ; ¶ Ihen 
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| J Then ſpall the Prieft ſay, 


Hear what comfortable Words our Savi- 

on Chrift faith unto all that truly turn to 
im. 
FYOME unto me, all that travel and are 
heavy laden, and I will refreſh you, 

St. Matth. 11. 28. 5 
So God loved the World, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, to the end that all 
that believe in him fhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life, St. Johz 3. 15. 
Here alſo what S. Paul faith, 

This is a true Saying, and worthy of all 
Men to be received, that Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the World to fave Sinners, 1 Tim. 1. 


15. 

Hear alſo what Saint Jobz ſaith. 

It any Man fin, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
and he is the Propitiation for our Sins, 
1 St. Joby 2. 1. | 


After which the Prieſt. ſhall. proceed, ſaying, 


Lift up your Hearts. 1185 
Anſw. We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Prieſt. Let us give Thanks unto our 


Lord God. 
Anſw. It is meet and right fo to do. 
¶ Then 
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4 Then ſball the Prieft ſay, 


T is very meet, right, and our boun- 


and in all Places 48 Than 27 1 
unto thee, 6 Ray [Hol 2 3 
F ather, Almig aa Evei alt- aeg on 
ing God. akt Sundy. 


J Here ſball follow the proper Preface, according to the Time, 
1 there be any ſpecially appointed; or elſe — Hall 
0 


low, 
Herefore with Angels and Arch-an- 


' gels, and with all the Campany 
of Heaven, we laud and magnifie thy glo- 


rious Name, evermore praäiſing thee, and 
ſaying, Holy, Holy: Holy, Lord God of 


Hoſts, Heaven and Earth ate full of th 
Gloty. Glory be to thee, O Lord molt 
high. Amen. 


q Proper Prefates. 
9 Upon Chriſtmas-Day, and ov» Days after, 


7 thou didſt give Jeſus Chriſt, 
thine only Son, to be born as at this 
ime for us, who by the Operation of the 
= 


Subſtance of the Virgin Mary his Morher, 
and that without Spot of Sin, to make us 


F 4 clean 


den Duty, that we ſhould at all Times 


les 40 Kd — 


a 
— — r — . — — tes 3 * 
—— . — — - - 1 


Dr — * —— — —. n 
— — 
— 


Ghoſt was made very Man, of the © | 


— — 3 
— — — — — 
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clean us from all Sin. Therefore with An- 
gels, Oc. 


4 Upon Eaſter-Day, and ſeven Days after, 


UT chiefly are we, bound to praiſe 
thee for the glorious Reſurrection of | 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: For he is 
the very Paſchal Lamb which was offered 
tor us, and hath takenaway the Sins of the 
World; who by his Death hath deſtroyed 
Death, and by his riſing to Lite again, | 
'  hathreſtor'd us to everlaſting Life. There- | 
fore, c. . N 


J Upon Aſcenſion- Day, and ſeven Days after, | 
* 


1 thy moſt dearly beloved Son, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who after his 

moſt | Reſurrection manifeſtly ap- 

peared to all his Apoſtles, and in their Sight 
aſcended up into Heaven to prepare a place 
for us ; that where he is, thither we might 
alſo aſcend, and reign with him in Glory, 
Therefore, Sc. 


J Upon Whitſunday, and fix Days after, 
Hrough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, accor- 


1 ding to whoſe moſt true Promiſe the 
Holy. Ghoſt came down as at this Time 
from Heaven with a ſudden great Sound, 
as it had been a mighty Wind, in the Re 
nels 


I» 


— . 
* 


into the clear Light and true 3 of 
T 
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neſs of fiery Tongues, lighting upon the 
Apoltles, 1 teach them, 120 x; lend them 
to all Truth, giving them both the Giſt of 
divers Languages, and alſo Boldneſs with 
fervent Zeal conſtantly to preach the Goſ- 
pel unto all Nations, whereby we have 
been brought out of Darkneſs and Error 


thee, and of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
fore, c. e 


ere- 


q Upon the Feaſt of Trinity only, 


HO art one God, one Lord ; not 
one only Perſon, but three Perſons in 
one Subſtance. For that which we believe 


of the Glory of the Father, the ſame we 


believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
without any Difference or Inequality. 
Therefore, Sc. 


J After each of which Prefaces, ſhall immediately be ſung ct 
ſaid, | 


Herefore with Angels and Arch-an- 
gels, and with all the Company 


of Heaven, we laud and magnifie thy glo- 


rious Name, evermore praiſing thee, and 
faxing, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of 


Hoſts, Heaven and Farth are full of thy 
Glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord molt 


hfgh. Amen. 
«] Thex 
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J Then ſhall the Prieft, kneeling down at the Lord's Table, 
Jay, in the name of all them that ſhall receive the Commu- 
ale, this Payer following : 


WE do not preſume to come to this thy 
Table, O merciful Lord, truſting 
in our own Righteouſneſs, but in thy ma- 
nifold and great Mercies. We are not 

worthy ſo much as to gather up tlie Crumbs 
under thy Table. But thou art the ſame 
Lord, whoſe property is always to have 
Mercy ; Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
ſo to- cat the Fleſh of thy dear Son Jefus 
Chriſt, and to drink his Blood, that our 


dy, and our Souls waſhed thro his moſt 
precious Blood, and that we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 


Mes the Prieſt, ſtanding before the Table, hath ſo ordered 
the Bread and Wine, that he may with the more Readineſs 
and Decency break the Bread before the People, and take 
the Cup 
cration as followeth. 


 Lmighty G 


od, our heavenly Father, 


thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt to ſuffer Death 
upon the Croſs for our Redemption, who 
made there (by his one Oblation of him- 
ſelf once offered) a full, perfect, and ſuf- 
ficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfacti- 

on 


ſinful Bodies may be made clean by his Bo- 


into his Hands, be ſhall ſay the Prayer of Conſe- 


who of thy tender Mercy didſt give 
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on for the Sins of the whole World, and 
did inſtitute, and in his holy Goſpel Com- 
mand us to continue a perpetual Memory 
of that his precious Death, until his com- 
ing again; Hear us, O mercitul Father, 
we moſt humbly beſeech thee, and grant 
that we receiving theſe thy Creatures of 
Bread and Wine, according to thy Son our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt's holy Inſtitution, in 
Remembrance of his Death and Paſſion, 
may be Partakers of his moſt bleſſed Body 
and Blood: Who, in the fame () Here the 
Night that he was betrayed, Prieft is to take 
(a) took Bread, and when he rode * 
had given Thanks, (Þ) he (4) And here to 
brake it, and gave it to his break the Bread. 
Diſciples, faying, Take, eat, 1% his Had, 3 
O this is my Body, which is 1 e Bread. 
given for you, Do this in Remembrance of 
me. Likewiſe after Supper 
(d) he took the Cup, and (4) Here be is 
when he had given Thanks, *” ove thy — 
he gave it to them, ſaying, e 
Drink ye all of this, for this 
(e) is my Blood of the New de) 4nd here to 


of LY lay his Hand upon 
Teſtament which is ſhed for 5e Veſtd (dg 


* ay tor many, for the re- Chalice or Flagon) 
mi 


on of Sins: Do this, as #n which there is 
any Wine to be con- 


oft as ye ſhall drink it, in re- feratel. 
membrance of me. Amen. 


¶ Then 
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4 Then ſpall the Minifter firſt receive the Communion in both 
kinds himſelf, and then proceed to delives the ſame to the 
Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons in like manner of any be pre- 
ſent) and after that to the Pevple alſo in order, into their 
Hands, all meekly kneeling. And when he delivereth the 
Bread to any one, he hall ſay, | 


T H E Body of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
which was given for thee,- preſerve 


O 


thy Body and Soul unto everlaſting Lite. 


Take and eat this in Remembrance that 
Chriſt died for thee and feed on him in thy 
Heart by Faith with Thankſgiving. 


J And the Miniſter, that deliuereth the Cup to any one, ſtall 
ſay, 


HE Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

which was ſhed for thee, preſerve 

thy Body and Soul unto everlaſting Lite. 

Drink this in Remembrance that Chriſt's 
Blood was ſhed for thee, and be thankful. 


J If the conſecrated Bread or Wine be all ſent before all have 

communicated, the Prieſt is to conſecrate more, according to 

the Form before preſcribed : Beginning at [Our Saviour 

Chriſt in the ſame Night, &*c.] for the Bleſſing of the 

—＋ and at [Lik oak; aſter Supper, &c.] for the Bleſ- 
ng of the Cup. | 

« * all „ commun ated, the Minifter ſhall return to 
the Lord's Table, and reverently place upon it what remain- 
eth of the conſecrated Elements, covering the ſame with 4 
fair Linnen Cloth, : 

« Then ſhall the Prieft ſay the Lord's Prayer, the People 
repeating after him every Petition. 


Our 


OY 


* — „ 


g 


F . wo” 
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UR Father which art in Heaven; 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy King- 


dom come. Thy Will be done in Earth 


as it is in ;Heayen. Give us this Day our 
daily Bread. And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, 
as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
And lead us not into Temptation, but. de- 
liver us from Evil. For thine 1s the King- 
dom, the Power, and Glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


4 After ſhall be ſaid as followeth. 


FA Lord and heavenly Father, we thy 
humble Servants entirely deſire thy 
Fatherly Goodneſs, mercifully to accept 


this our Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgi- 


ving ; molt humbly beſeeching thee to 
grant, that by the Merits and Death of thy 
San Jeſus Chriſt, and through Faith in his 
Blood, we and all thy whole Church may 
obtain remiſſion of our Sins, and all other 
Benefits of his Paſſion. And here we offer 
and preſent unto thee, O Lord, our ſelves, 
our Souls and Bodies, to be a reaſonable, 
holy, and lively Sacrifice unto thee ; hum- 
bly beſeeching thee, that all we who are 
1 75 of this holy Communion, may 


be fulfilled with thy Grace and heavenly 


Benediction. And although we be unwor- 
thy through our manifold Sins to offer un- 
4 to 


— 


32 


myſtical Body of th 
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to thee any facrifice ; yet we beleech thee 
accept this our bounden Duty and Ser- 
vice; not wetghing our Merits, but par- 
doning our Offences, thro! Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; by whom, and with whom, in the 
Unity of the Holy Ghoſt, all Honour and 
Glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, 
World without end. Amen. 


9 Or this. 


At and everlaſting God, we 
moſt he 


artily thank thee, for that 
thou doſt vouchſate to feed us, who have 
duly received theſe holy Myſteries, with 


. the ſpiritual Food of the moft precious Bo- 


dy and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus. 
Chriſt ; and doſt aſſure us thereby of thy 
Favour and-Goodneſs towards us; and that 
we are very Members incorporate in the 

| Son, which is the 
bleſſed Company of al faithful People ; and 
are alſo Hers thro? hope of thy everlaſting 
Kingdom, by the Merits of the moſt pre- 
cious Death and Paſſion of thy dear Son. 


And we moſt humbly beſeech thee, O hea- 


venly Father, fo to affiſt us with thy Grace, 
that we may continue in that holy Fellow- 
ſhip, and do all ſuch good Works as thou 
haſt prepared for us to walk in, thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, to whom, with thee 2 

rae 
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the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 


World without end. Amen. 
© Then ſhall he ſaid or ſung, | 
(r= be to God on high, and in Earth 


ly King, God the Father Almighty. 


O Lord, the only begotten Son Jeſus 


Chriſt : O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son 


of the Father, that takeſt away the Sins of 


the World, have Mercy upon us. Thou 
that takeſt away the Sins of the World, 
have Mercy upon us. Thou that takeſt 
away the Sins of the World, receive our 
Prayer. Thou that ffteſt at the right 
Hand of God the Father, have Mercy up- 
on us. „„ 
For thou only art Holy, then ont art 
the Lord; thou only, O Chuiſt, wur the 
Holy Ghoſt, art molt tight in t 

God the Father. Amen. 


Peace, good Will towards Men. We 
praiſe thee, we bleſs thee, we worſhip thee, 
we glorifie thee, we give Thanks to thee 
tor thy great Glory, O Lord God, heaven 


he: Glory of 


f 
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to thee any facrifice ; yet we beſeech thee 
accept this our bounden Duty and Ser- 
vice; not wetghing our Merits, but par- 
doning our Offences, thro” Teſus Chriſt our 
Lord; by whom, and with whom, in the 
Unity of the Holy Ghoſt, all Honour and 
Glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, 
World without end. Amen. 


J Or this. 


A Lmighty and everlaſting God, we 

moſt heartily thank thee, for that 
thou doſt vouchſafe to feed us, who have 
duly received theſe holy Myſteries, with 
the ſpiritual Food of the moſt precious Bo- 
dy and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt; and doſt aſſure us thereby of thy 
Favour and Goodneſs towards us; and that 
we are very Members incorporate in the 
myſtical Body of thy Son, which is the 
bleſſed Company of all faithful People; and 
are alſo Heirs thro? hope of thy everlaſting 
Kingdom, by the Merits of the moſt pre- 
cious Death and Paſſion of thy dear Son. 
And we moſt humbly beſeech thee, O hea- 
venly Father, fo to aſſiſt us with thy Grace, 
that we may continue in that holy Fellow- 
ſhip, and do all ſuch good Works as thou 
haſt prepared for us to walk in, thro? Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord, to whom, with thee 2 
tlie 


— 
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| rhe Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 
World without end. Amen. | 


4 Then ſhall be ſaid or ſung, 


"1 Lory be to God on high, and in Earth 
Peace, good Will towards Men. We 
praiſe thee, we bleſs thee, we worſhip thee, 
we glorifie thee, we give Thanks to thee 
tor thy great Glory, O Lord God, heaven- 
ly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only begotten Son Jeſus 
Chriſt: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son 
of the Father, that takeſt away the Sins of 
the World, have Mercy upon us. Thou 

that takeſt away the Sins of the World, 
have Mercy upon us. Thou that takeſt 
away the Sins of the World, receive our 
Prayer. Thou that fitteſt at the right 
Hand of God the Father, have Mercy up- 
ON 10s. - © EI 
For thou only art Holy, thew only. art 
the Lord; thou only, O Chriſt, with the 
Holy Ghoſt, art moſt high in the Glory of 
God the Father. Amen. 


— 
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© Then the Prieft or Biſbop (if he be preſent) ſhall let thers 


depart with this Bleſſing. 


HE Peace of God, which paſſeth all 
_ Underſtanding, keep your Hearts 
and Minds in the Knowledge and Love of 


ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be a- 
mong you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. | 


God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
and the Bleſſing of God Almighty; the Fa- 


n 


— 


— 


0 
a * 
. 
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Proper Collets that may be | 
uſed with any of the Prayers 
for the Sick. 


ET thy Merciful Ears, O Lord, be 
open to the Prayers of thy humble * 
Servants, and that we may obtain our Pe- 
titions, make us to ask ſuch Things as ſhall 
pleaſe thee, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 


N the midſt of Life we are in Death; of 
whom may we ſeek for Succour but of 


thee, O Lord, who for our Sins art juſtly 


diſpleaſed? yet, O Lord God moſt holy, 
O Lord moſt mighty, O holy and moſt mer- 
citul Saviour, deliver us not into the bitter 
Pains of Eternal Death. Thou knoweſt, 
Lord, the Secrets of our Heart, ſhut not 
thy merciful Ears to our Prayers; but 
ſpare us, Lord moſt holy, O God molt migh- 
ty, O holy and merciful Saviour, thou moſt 
worthy Judge eternal, ſuifer us not at the 
laſt Hour, for any Pains of Death to fall 
from thee. : | pe OT SR 
G 5 
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Merciful God, the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Reſurrecti- 
on and the Life, we beſeech thee to raiſe us 
from the Death of Sin to the Life of Righ- 
teouſneſs, that at the general Reſurrection 
in the laſt Day we may be found accept- 
able in thy Sight, and may have our per- 
8 fect Conſummation and Bliſs, both in Bod 

g and Soul, in thy eternal Glory, throug 


-.. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
nn Rant we beſeech thee, Almighty God 
| A that we, who for our evil Deeds do 
4 worthily deſerve to be puniſh'd, by the 
# Comfort of thy Grace may mercitully be 
4 relieved, thro' our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt. | 
4 Moſt mighty God, and merciful Fa- 
J ” ther, who haſt Compaſſion upon all 
Men, and hateſt nothing that thou haſt 
made, who wouldeſt not the Death of a 
Sinner, but that he ſhould rather turn from 
his Sin and be ſaved; mercitully forgive us 
our Treſpaſles ; receive and comfort us, 
who are grieved and wearied with the 
Burden of our Sins. Thy Property is al- 
Ways to have Mercy, to thee only it ap- 
xertaineth to forgive Sins. Spare us there- 

a fore, 


© | 
wh | 


: 
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fore, good Lord, ſpare us, whom thou haſt 


redeemed. Enter not into Judgment with 


thy Servants, who are vile Earth, and mi- 
ſerable Sinners, but ſo turn thine Anger 
from us, who meekly acknowledge our 
Vileneſs, and truly repent us of our Faults, 
and fo make haſte to help us in this World, 


that we may ever live with thee in the '_ 


World to come, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 


Mankind, we humbly beſeech thee 
for all Sorts and Conditions of Men, that 
thou wouldeſt be pleaſed to make thy 


Ways known unto them, thy ſaving Health 


among all Nations; more eſpecially we pray 
for the good Eſtate of the Catholic 
Church, that it may be ſo guided and go- 
vern'd by thy good Spirit, that all who 


feſs and call themſelves Chriſtians may be 


led into the World of Truth, and hold the 
Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of 
Peace and in ighteouſneſs of Life. Fi- 
nally, we commend to thy Fatherly Good- 
neſs, all thoſe that are any Ways afflicted 
or diſtreſſed in Mind, Body or Eſtate; 
(eſpecially for him whom our Prayers are 
deſired) 1 it may pleaſe thee to comfort 
and relieve them according to their ſeveral 
G Neceli- 


— . — 
— —— 


\ God the Creator and Preſerver of all 


of 
X- 
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Neceſſities, giving them Patience under 
their Sufferings, and a happy Iſſue out of 
all their Afflictions, and this we beg for 
Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, who 

art always more ready to hear than 
we to pray, and art wont to give more than 
either we deſire or deſerve ; pour down up- 
on us the abundance of thy Mercy, forgi- 
ving us thoſe Things whereot our Conlci- 


_ ence is afraid, and giving us thoſe good 


Things which we are not worthy to ask, 
but thro' the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord. 


God, merciful Father, that deſpiſeſt 

not the ſighing of a contrite Heart, 
nor the deſire of ſuch as be ſorrowful; mer- 
citully aſſiſt our Prayers that we make be- 
fore thee in all our Troubles and Adverſities 
whenſoever they oppreſs us, and graciouſ- 
iy hear us, that thoſe Evils which the 
Craft and Subtilty of the Devil or Men 
worketh againit us be brought to nought, 
and by the Providence of thy Goodneſs 
they may be diſperſed, that we thy Ser- 
vants being hurt by no perſecutions (or 
Afflictions) may evermore give Thanks 
unto thee in thy Holy Church, thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt our. Lord. : We 


PM 


ſent thy Son, our Saviour 


Proper Collects for the Sick. 89 


AF 7E beſcech thee, O Father, mercitul- 

ly to look upon our Infirmities, and 
for the Glory of thy Name turn from us 
all thoſe Evils that we moſt righteoully 
have deſerved, and grant that in all our 
Troubles we may put our whole Truſt and 
Confidence in thy Mercy, and evermore 
ſerve thee in Holineſs and pureneſs of Lt- 
ving, to thy Honour and Glory, thro? our 
only Mediator and Advocate Jeſus Chriit 
our Lord. 


A 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, who of 

thy tender Love to Mankind haſt 
eſus Chriſt, to 
take upon him our Fleſh, and to ſuffer Death 
upon the Croſs, that all Mankind ſhould 
follow the Example of his great Humility ; 
mercitully grant, that we may both tollow 
the Example of his Patience, and allo be 
made Partakers of his Reſurrection, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


A Lmighty God, the Fountain of all 
Witdom, who knowelt our Neceſ- 
ſities before we ask, and our Ignorance in 
asking, we beſcech thee to have Compaſ- 
ſion upon our Infirmities, and thoſe Things 


Which for our Unworthineſs we dare not, 
G 3 g and 
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and for our Blindneſs we cannot ask, vouch- 
ſafe to give us for the Worthineſs of thy 


Son, Jelus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


ec 
A general Prayer for the Acceptance of our 
Devotions for the Sick. 


"ms Lord, it is a great Preſump- 
tion that one Sinner ſhould 


Majeſty, eſpecially the greater Sinner, the 
leſs. And who would not fear to under- 
take it ? But thy Commandment it is, That 
we ſhould pray for the fick Members of thy 
Churcb, and mourn with them that mourn : 
And thou haſt promiſed that our Pray- 
ers thus made, thou wilt receive. And 
now behold, O Lord, we that are no way 
meet, but unworthy, utterly unworthy, to 
ask for ought for our ſelves, Charity and 
Compaſſion ſo binding us, are enforced to 
become Suitors to thee for others, even for 
this thy Servant, now afflicted by thee. 
To thee we hope; to thee we deſire; to 


- © thee we entreat and pray, in the moſt meek 


and humble Manner, and even from the 
bottom of our Hearts. O Lord, that which 
thou mighteſt juſtly deny to our Unwor- 
thineſs, deny not, we beſeech thee, to 
_ thine own gracious Goodneſs. O Lord for- 


give 


dare to commend another to thy Divine 
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From Biſhop 
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give us our Sins, O Lord forgive us our 
Sins, our great and grievous Sins, oft and 
many Times committed, long and many 
years continued, ſo that we may be meet to 
pray for others, and our Prayers be made 
unto thee in an acceptable Time. 


Graciouſly look upon our Afflictions. 
Pitifully behold the Sorrows of our 
Hearts. 
| — forgive the Sins of thy Peo- 
ple. : 
Favourably with Mercy hear our Pray- 
ers. 
Both now and ever vouchſafe to hear us, 


O Chriſt. 


Graciouſly hear us, O Chriſt, graciouſly 


hear us, O Lord Chriſt. Amen. 


Particular Prayers for the Sick. 


Moſt gracious God, who by 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt hal 
knit us all together in one Body, that we 
ſhould love one another, and if one 
Member ſuffers, all the Members ſhould 
ſuffer with it; we humbly implore thy ten- 
der Mercies towards this thy Servant, ot 
whoſe afflicted Condition we deſire to have 
a compaſſionate Senſe and Feeling. 

64 Look 


| Patrick. 
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Look graciouſly upon him, O Lord, and 
viſit him with thy Salvation. Vouchſafe 
him ſuch Conſolations from above, as we 
ſhould deſire for our ſelves, were we in 
his Eſtate. Give him a true penitent Heart 
for all the Offences he hath at any time 
committed ; together with a lively Faith 
in thy Son Jeſus, who came into the World 


to ſave Sinners. Give him the Comfort of 


a holy Hope, that thou accepteſt his Re- 
pentance, and faithful Devotion to thee. 
Support him by this Hope under all his 
Pain, and enable him patiently to ſubmit 
to thy Fatherly Correction. Send him help 
no in time of Need, both for his Soul 
and for his Body. Bleſs the Means tor his 
Recovery; and, if it be thy good Pleaſure, 
reſtore him ſpeedily to his tormer Health, 
together with a ſerious Reſolution in his 
Heart to ſerve thee more zealouſly all his 
Days. 

Or if thou haſt otherwiſe reſolved in thy 
wie Counſels, deliver him trom the Fear 
of Death, aſſiſt him in his laſt Agony, 
give him an eaſie and cheertul Paſſage out 
of this Lite, and fend thy holy Angels to 
conduct him mto Reit and Peace with our 
Lord ſeſus, for the fame ſeſus Chriſt's 
lake. Amen. — 


From 
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I. | 
Lmighty God, Father of 


From Biſhop A of 
La cies, the God of Peace and 


Comfort, of Reſt and Pardon! we thy Ser- 
vants, in Duty to thee, and Charity to 
our Brother, humbly beg Mercy of thee 


for him, to deſcend upon bis Body, and hi 
Soul. We come to thee in the Name. of 


Jeſus, praying thee to pardon the Sins of 
this thy Servant, and to put them all upon 
the Accounts of the Croſs, and to bury 
them in the Grave of him that died i us, 
that they may never rife up in Judgment 
againſt him, nor bring im in the Day of 
Trial to ſhame and Confuſion of Face. 


Amen. 
men = + 


I'VE thy Servant, O Lord, Pattence 

in his Sorrows, Comfort in His Sick- 
neis, and reſtore þzmz to Health, if it ſeem 
good to thee. And however thou {halt de- 
termine concerning h7zz in this Affair, yet 
make hi, Repentance perfect, and %, Faith +, 
ſtrong, and Hi, Hope ltedialt, and , Pat- 
fage fate ; that when thou ſhalt call 45 Soul 
from the Priton of the Body, it may enter 
into the Reit of the Sons ot God, and the 
Boſom of Bleſledneſs, and be wich thꝰ Ho- 


ly Jeſus. 
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ICT 
2 A III. | L 
Lord, thou knoweſt all the Neceſſi- 
ties, and all the Infirmities of thy 
Servant: Fortifie hi Soul with ſpiritual 
Joys, and perfect Reſignation ; and take 
from him all inordinate Affections to this 
World; and enlarge his Heart with Deſires 
of being with thee, and of Freedom from 
Sin, and of the Fruition of God. Amen. 


X W. - 


Ord, let not any Pain or Paſſion diſ- 

compoſe the Order of hig Thoughts, 
or his Duty; and lay no more upon thy 
Servant than thou wilt make him able to 
bear ; and together with the Temptation 
do thou provide a Way to eſcape ; even by 


Life; or by the Mercies of a bleſſed Death, 
even as it pleaſeth thee, O Lord, fo let it 
be. Amen. . 
Ord, let the Tenderneſs of hzs Con- 
ſcience, and the Spirit of God, call 
to mind 57, Sins, that they may be confeſ- 
ſed and repented of: And let thy powerful 

Grace remove from hig Soul every Root of 
Bitterneſs; and in the Union of the ho- 
ly Jeſus, and in the Love of God, and M 
the 


the Mercies of a longer and more hol 
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the Communion of all the Saints, let hzs 
Soul be preſented to thee blameleſs, and en- 
tirely 1 and thoroughly waſhed, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
VI. * 
Holy, moſt gracious Saviour, in whoſe 
| Hands the Souls of all faithful Peo- 
ple are laid up 'till the Day of Recom- 
pence, have mercy upon the Soul and Body 
of this thy Servant, refreſh him with the 
Aids of the Spirit of Grace and Comfort, and 
ſupply all þzs Neceſſities known only unto 
thee. Let hin dwell in Peace, feeling thy 
Pardon, ſupported by thy Goodneſs, ab- 
. ſolved by thy Sentence, and ſaved by thy 
Mercy; that whenever hzs Soul ſhall go out 
from the Body, it may be receiv'd by An- 
gels, and preſerved from evil Spirits, and 
laid up in thy Boſom; and that in the Day 
of thy ſecond coming, his Body may be 
raiſed up with Power to behold for ever the 
i Face of God, in the Glories of Jeſus Chriſt 
a our Lord. _ Amex. | 


q 4 larger Form of Prayer for the Sicl. 
* row Teng Lord, the Father of our Spt- 
rits, who giveſt us Life and 
Breath, and all Things, and haſt not thought 
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a Crown of everlaſting Life too much to 
promiſe us, we believe that thou wilt not 
deny us what 1s needtul and fit for us, both 
for our Souls and our Bodies, in our Paſſage 
through this World, to that Honour, Glory 
and Immortaltſy. In this Confidence, we 
more particularly recommend this thy ſick 
Servant to thy Infinite and molt compaſſio- 
nate Mercy. Settle in hi Souk a ſtedfaſt 
Faith, that thou doſt not willingly grieve 
the Children of Men, but intendeſt good 
to him, by this thy Fatherly Correction. And 
now that all other Pleaſures and Enjoyments 
fail h, repreſent thy ſelf more effectual- 
ly unto him, as the only Support and Stay 
ot his Hope, and Rock of Salvation. Where- 
in- ſocver he hath neglected thee, or com- 
mitred any Oitence againſt thee, make him 
deeply ſenſible of it, and heartily ſorrowful 
for all his Tranſgreſſions. And as he ear- 
neſtly deſires Pardon and Forgiveneſs of 
thee, ſo work in Him a ſerious Reſolution 
to live more circumſpectly and righteoully 
for the Time to come. Aſſiſt him graci- 
oully, O Lord, that he may give a Proof of 
his ſincere Intentions hereaiter to ſubmit 
himſelf in all Things to thy Will, by Hg pa- 
tient Submiſſion to thy fatherly Corre- 
ction now. O that he may fo quietly, ſo 
meekly, to humbly, and cheeriully reſign 

[ts 
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his Will unto thee, to ſuffer what thou in- 
flicteſt, that he may be the more diſpoſed 
to do readily whatſoever thou commandeſt. 
For which End, make him throughly ap- 
prehenſive of thy Sovereign Power and Au- 
thority over all Creatures. Poſſeſs him with 
a great Reverence of thy Wildom and Ju- 
ſtice, with an entire Confidence in thy 
Goodneſs and Love, and with a thanktul 
Remembrance of all thy paſt Mercies to 
him, that ſo he may the better endure what 
thou layeſt upon him at preſent, and may 
ever chuſe to follow thy Directions, and 
ſubmit to thy Orders, and delight to do 
thy Will, O God. | 
Bleſs the Remedies which are uſed for 
the reſtoring him to his former Health, that 
he may live to perform his Duty with 
greater Care. Or it thou haſt otherwiſe 
appointed, accept graciouſly of his Purpo- 
ſes of Amendment, and diſpoſe him to re- 
turn back hie Spirit willingly unto thee 
who gaveſt it; and with great Humility 
and deep Senſe of his own Undeſervings, 
to expect thy Mercy declar'd in Chriſt Je- 
ſus. Fix his Mind ftediaffly upon him, 
who hath led the Way thro? the Grave un- 
to Heaven, that he may not be affrighted 
with the Approaches of Death, but looking 
beyond it to that high and holy Place, 


where 
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where the Lord Jeſus is, may rejoyce in 
Hope of eternal Glory. 

And grant that every one of us, in our 
beſt Eftate of Health, may conſider perpe- 
tually how frail and weakwe are; That fo 
we may not abuſe our ſelves by an intem- 
onus Uſe of any ſenſual Pleaſures, nor 

d our Minds with the Cares of this Lite, 
nor ſpend our Days in a vain purſuit of the 
Honour and Glory of this World : But may 
paſs all the Time of our ſojourning here in 
Fear, and may live fo righteouſly and ſo- 
berly in this preſent World, as becomes 
thoſe who expect ſhortly to give an Account | 
to thee, who wiltjudge all Men according to 5 
their Works. Hear us, O Lord, we moſt 
humbly beſeech thee, through Chriſt Jeſus 
our merciful and compaſſionate High Prieſt, 
who ſits at thy right Hand, and lives for 
ever to make Interceſſion for us. Amen. 


Sſiſt us mercifully, O Lord, in theſe 
our Supplications and Prayers, and di- 
ſpoſe the Way of thy Servants towards 

the Attainment of everlaſting Salvation; 
that among all the Changes and Chances ot 

this mortal Life, they may ever be defend- 
ed by thy moſt gracious and ready Help, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


O 


I # 
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i 
Lord, bleſs, keep, and de- em Dr. 
tend this thy en wth  —— 
thy Heavenly Grace and Benediction, that 
he may continue thine for ever, and daily 
increaſe in thy wy Spirit more and more, 
until he comes to thy everlaſting Kingdom. 
Let thy mighty d, and out-ſtretch'd 
Arm, O Lord, be ever his Defence; th 
Mercy and loving Kindneſs in Jeſus Chri 
thy dear Son, his Salvation; thy true and 
holy Word, h:s Inſtruction ; thy Grace and 
holy Spirit, his Comfort and Conſolation, 
both now and at the Hour of Death. 


OW the God of Peace, that Heb. 13. 
brought again from the Dead © | 
our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, through the Blood of the everlaſting 
Covenant, make you perfect in ev'ry good 
Work to do his Will, working in you that 
which is well-pleaſing in his Sight, through 
Jeſus Chriſe, to whom be Glory for ever aud 
ever. Amen. 


A proper 
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¶ Proper Pſalms for the Sick. 


I. 
Lord rebuke me not in thine Indig- 
nation: neither chaften me in thy 
Diſpleaſure, P/al. 6. 1. 
2. Have Mercy upon me, O Lord, for 1 
am weak: O Lord heal me, for my Bones 
are vexed, Pſal. 6. 2. 


3. My Soul alſo is ſore troubled: but Lord 


how long wilt thou puniſh me? P/a/. 6. 3. 
Thine Arrows Rick faft in me; and 
thy Hand preſſeth me fore, P/a/. 38. 2. 

5. There is no Health in my Fleſh, be- 
cauſe of thy Diſpleaſurèe: Neither is there 
any Reſt in my Bones by Reaſon of my Sin, 
Pſal. 38. 3. . 

6. For my Wickedneſſes are gone over 
my Head; and are like a fore Burden too 
heavy for me to bear, P/al. 38. 4. 

7. I am feeble, and fore ſmitten : I have 
roared for the very Diſquietneſs of my 
Heart, P/al. 38. 8. 

8. My Heart panteth, my Strength hath 
failed me; and the Sight of mine Eyes 1s 
gone from me, P/a/. 38. 10. 

9. Therefore is my Spirit vexed within 
me; my Heart within me is deſolate, Pſal. 


143. 4. 
10. Turn 
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10, Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my 
Soul: Oidave me for thy- Mercies fake, 
Pfal.:6« 1 3% 

11. For in Death no Man remembreth 
thee / aad who will give thee Thanks inthe 
pit? P{e/i'6. 5. n 
12. Hide not ty Face from me- in the 
Time of my Trouble: Incline thine Ears 


unto me.when I call; O hear me, and.that 


right ſoon, Pfal. 101. 25 (it i... 

13. For my Days. are conſumed ray 
like Smoke: my Heart, is ſmitren down and 
withered like Grals, Pſal. 102+ 3, 4. 

14. And tliat becante of thine Tadign a- 
nion and Wrath: for thou haſt liſted me up, 
and caſt me down, Pſlz 02. 10. 

15. But T faid, 0 my God, cake me not 
away imthe midſt of my Age: as for thy 
Years, they endure thraughont all Genera- 
Tions, Pſal. 102. 24. 

16. Wherefore in thee; 0 Lord, have 
I put my Truſt:: Thou ſhalt. anſwer for me, 
al Lord, » WY God: 57 


e 

= J Ak 
AVE Mercy upon me, O God, after 
thy great Goodneſs: accor ding to 


che Multitude of thy Mercies do away mine 
Otfences. 


H 2. Waſh 


— 
2 
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2. Waſh me thoroughly from mine Ini- 
quity : and cleanſe me from my Sin. | 

3. For I acknowledge my Faults: and | 
my Sin is ever before me. 

4 Againſt thee only have I ſinned, and 
done this Evil in thy Sight: that thou migh- | 
teſt be juſtified in thy Saying, and clear 

u hen thou art judg'd. 

5. Behold, I was ſhapen in Wickedneſs; 

and in Sin hath my Mother conceived me. . 
6. But lo, thou required Truth in the j; 
inward Parts: and ſhalt make me to under- | 
ſtand Wiſdom ſecretly. 
7. Thou ſhalt Purge me with Hyſop, and | 
I ſhall be clean: Thou ſhalt waſh me, and 
I ſhall be whiter than Snow. 

8. Thou ſhalt make me hear of Joy and | P 
Gladneſs: that the Bones which thou haft 
broken may rejoyce. 2 

9 Turn thy Face from my Sins; and put | 
out all my miſdeeds. | 

10. Make me a clean Heart, O God: And | m 
| renew a right Spirit within m. 7 
| 11. Caſt mie not away from thy pre- q 
ſence : and take not thy Holy Spirit from | 

me. - 
12. O give me the Comfort of thy Help | 
again: and ſtabliſn me with thy free Spi- 


it. 


23. Then 


3 


j 


for thy Truth and Righteouſneſs fake, Pſal. 


| 


thy Servant: for in thy Sight ſhall no Man 
living be juſtified, P/a/. 143. 2. 
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13. Then ſhall I teach fn Ways unto 
the wicked : and Sinners be conver- 
ted unto thee. * 


EAR my Prayer, O Lord, and con- 
ſider 1 : hearken unto me, 


143. 1. 
2. An 


ent with 


d enter not into Judgm 


3. The Sacrifice of God is a troubled 
Spirit: a broken and contrite Heart, O God, 
thou wilt not deſpiſe, Pſa). 5 1. 17. 

4. Lord, thou knoweſt all my Deſire: 
and my Groaning is not hid thee, 
Pſal. 38. 6. 

5. I ſtretch forth my Hands unto thee, 

my Soul gaſpeth uato thee as a thirſty Land, 
Pſal. 143. 6. 
6. Hear me, O Lord, and that ſoon, for 
my Spirit waxeth faint: hide not thy Face 
from me, leſt I be like unto them that go 
down into the Pit, Pſal. 143. 7. 

7. Haſte thee to help me, O Lord God of 
my Salvation, Pſal. 38. 22, 

8. For thou art a Place to hide me in, 
thou ſhalt preſerve me from Trouble: thou 


| ſhalt compaſs me about with Songs of Deli- 
H 2 


verance, P/al. 32. 8. 


9. In- 


1  Pritefftind for the Stick. 


9. Into = Hands I commend my Spirit : 


for thou haſt redeemed me, 0 Lord God 
of Truth, Pſal. 31. 5. 2115 


Glory be to the Father, TR 
As it was in the beginning, Sc. 


S 
1 4 Proteſtation of Faith, which 247 te 
repeated by the Sick after grovne his A. 
Jem to the Creed. 


ce B. IN this Faith, ine I do un- 
es teign Believe, as a true Mem- 
ber of Chriſt's Catholick Church, do I pro- 
— e to finiſh my Life, and if ought all 
pen through the Violence of my Sick- 
nels, or the Suggeſtions of my ghoſtly Ene- 
3 whereby I ſhall come to think, ſay, 
or do any Thing contrary to this holy : 


Faith and Purpoſe, I do here revoke it be- 
tore-hand, and proteſt from my Soul, e- 


ven before Chriff and his holy Angels, that 


I give no Conſent thereunto ; giving moſt | 
humble and hearty Thanks unto my lo- 
ving Creator and Redeemer, that by the 


wonderful Goodneſs of his Bounty, he hath 


vouchſafed to bring me to the Knowledge of 
this Faith in him; which with my Soul 
and Body I commend into his molt holy 
and merciful Hands, now, and at the Hour 
of my Death. Hen. | 

WES q Alſo © ; 
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- E Alſo this Proteſtation of Forgiveneſs. 


From Bp. I Do further moſt humbly deſire 

o_ Il, and every one, whom I have 
offended, that om would vouchſale to for- 
give me. And I do 3 and heartily for- 
my all the World, wherein ſoever any 

ath offended me, or done me any manner 
of Injury whatſoever, even as I deſire to be 
forgiven of God, and to be abſoly'd from 
my Sins, for the Merits of my bleſſed Re- 


deemer. Amer. 


Occaſional Prayers 


FOR THE 


S I C K. 


« 4 Prayer for a Perſon in the be innin 
4 of his por ne 


Almighty God, merciful 

and gracious, who in thy 
Juſtice didft fend Sorrow and Tears, Sick- 
neſs and Death into the World, as a Pu- 
niſhment for Man's Sin, and haſt compre- 
hended all under Sin, and this ſad Covenant 
of ſufferings, not to deftroy us, but that 
thou migheſt have Mercy upon all, making 
thy Juſtice to miniſter to wry ſhort At- 
91 ions to an eternal Weight of Glory; f 
as thou haſt been pleaſed to turn the Sins 
of this thy Servant into Sickneſs, ſo turn, 
we beſeech thee, his Sickneſs to the Ad- 
vantage 


From Bi 
Soom 
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vantage of Holineſs and Religion, of Mer- 

cy and Pardon, of Faith and Hope, of 

— Grace and Glory. Thou haſt now called 

him to the Fellowſhip of Sufferings ; Lord, 

by the means of thy Religion, let hi preſent 

Condition be ſo ſanctiſied, that hi: Sufferings 

may be united to the Sufferings of hi- Lord; 

that fo thou may'ſt pity and aſſiſt him, re- 

lieve hi, Sorrow, and Support hi, Spirit, di- 

ü rect his Thoughts, and ſanctifie the Acci- 

5 dents of his Sickneſs; that the Puniſhment 

of 5, Sin may be to him a School of Virtue, 

— in which ſince thou haſt now entered him, 

Lord make him an holy Proficient, that 

he may behave himſelf as a Son under Di- 

ſcipline, humbly and obediently, evenly 
and patiently, that he may be brought b 

this means nearer to thee; that if be ſhall 

go forth of this Sickneſs by the gate of Life 

and Health, he may return to the World 

with great Strength of Spirit, to run a new 

Race of a ſtricter Holineſs, and a more ſe- 

vere Religion; or if he paſs from hence 

thro' the Gates of Death, he may enter in- 

to the Boſom of his Lord, and may teel the 

preſent Joys of certain Hope of that Sea of 

Pleaſures in which all thy Saints and Ser- 

vants ſhall be comprehended to eternal A- 

ges. Grantthis, for Jeſus Chriſt his fake, 

dur deareſt Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
4 7 4 
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Cod, wonderful both in thy Mer- 

cies and. Judgments ! Grant that the 
Senſe of thy Servant's preſent Afflictions 
may not cauſe him to forget thy: former 
Mercies, which thou haſt poured: out to 
him (and to ut all) unworthy of them: 
O therefore let the remenbrance of thoſe 
many and great Bleſſings he hath fo long 
enjoy'd at thy hands, be now the proper 
Motives and Incentives to his Virtues of Pa- 
tience and Humility; cauſing him cheertully 
to reſign himfelt to thy bleſſed Will under all 
the diſpenſations of thy Providence, tho? 


never ſo hard; and patiently to wait for the 


return of thy Loving-kindneſs in Jeſus, 1 
which is better than Life. Amen. ol 


A Prayer for a Bleſf 2g on the Means u- 
for @ ſick Perſon's Recover. 


From Mr. 
Ketilewel. 


Gracious Lord, by whoſe 
Word Man lives, and not by 


any human Means alone, direct we pray 


thee the Counſels of thoſe wha pre- 
{cribe to this thy Servant, and proſper. the 
Medioines which are uſed to procure him 
Eaſe and Strength; but let not 57 N e 
x 14 „„ 
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dence in tham laſfen any thing of hi Depen« 
dence on thee, hut make b Enfible that 
every gdod Gift is from: the, and that it is 
thou that givelt us Help in Time of need: 
To whom therefore, but to thee, fhould we 


flee in the Day of our Viſitation ? Since it 


on 
” | 5 
. 1 * 


is thy Bleſſing only that maketh the Means 
we uſe effectual; and however vain the uſe 
of them is without thee, if thou biddeſt 
them, the Things or Accidefits which we 
don't thiak of, or. fet leaſt by, ſhall reco- 


ver us. O, therefore, as their part who ad- 


miniſter to him is the Care, ſo let thine, O 
God, be the Bleſſing, and Þis the Comfort: 
and as he regards them as thy Inſtruments, 
ſo let him own thee for the Author of þzs 
Mercies, and to thee give Thanks, and pay 
his Vows and Services, -thro' our dear Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, _ 


J 41 Prayer for a fick Perſon when there ap- 
| peareth ſome hope of Recovery. 

From: B 
Wk 


E thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
that thou hait heard our Prayers for thy 
afflicted Servant, and given h% ͤſome Re- 
ſpite and Hopes of Recovery from this 
great Illneſs. Bleſſed be thy Goodnels , 


that 


* 
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that he hath not made his Bed in the Duſt, 
but is likely to continue ſtill amongſt us, in 
the Land of the Living. Bleſſed be thy 
Goodneſs, for ſo great (and lately unexpett- 
ed) Mercy to him. | 
And O thou Preſerver of Men, who haſt 
begun to revive and quicken him again! 
go on to perfect that which belongs to his 
Cure, and forſake not the Work of thy own 
Hands. Repair all the Decays in hig out- 
ward Man, that hi: Mind may alſo recover 
its former Strength, to praiſe and bleſs thy 
Goodneſs to him. 
And viſit him in the mean time with thy 
heavenly Conſolation from above. Fi 
bim with comfortable Thoughts of thy 
Love, and of the tender compaſſionate 
Care which our Lord Jeſus takes of all his 


more patient Submiſſion to thy Will, and 
enable him both quietly to wait upon thee 
till thou haſt finiſhed þzs Recovery, and 
alſo to continue ſtedfaſtly reſolved to ſerve 
thee more faithfully with hzs reſtored 
Strength, through Jeſus Chriſt our moſt 


bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


J Anve 


afflicted Servants. Endue him ſtill with 


i. 
Fl 
we 
= 
= : 
«1 


A Ccept, 


Comfort and Support: And give him Grace 
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——— 


¶ Another in behalf of the fick Perſon, 
whez he finds any Abatement of his Di- 
ſiemper. - 


O Lord, of the unfeigned 
Thanks of thy Servant for abating the 
Fury of his preſent Diſtemper, and giving 
him ſome Hopes of raiſing him up again to 
praiſe thee in the great Congregation. 

It is a great Mercy, O Lord, and owing 
to thy Goodneſs only, that 57 Senſes are 
preſerved entire, and that he hath ſome Re- 
ſpite, after ſo much Uneaſineſs and Toſ- 
ſings. to and fro, thro' the Violence of his 
Illneſs. 

O perfect (if it be thy Bleſſed Will) 
what thou haſt begun in him, and fay to 
the Diſtemper, It zs enough. | 

Teach him from hence to look up to 
thee continually, as the Rock of his Sal- 
vation, from whence only he is to expect 


always to make ſuch a right uſe of thy Fa- 
vours, that he may daily find b;mſe/f ſur- 


rounded by the light of thy Countenance, 


and enjoy the Bleſſings of thy heavenly Be- 
nediction in all his Ways, whether in Ad- 
© : verlity 


— — 


1,444 7 __ 
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verſity or Proſperity, in Sickneſs or in 
Health. Even fo, bleſſed Lord, continue to 
aſhſt, ſtrengthen, comfort, and bleſs him, 


both now and for evermore, thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 


If A Prayer for one ads is dangerouſly ill. 


O Almighty God, Gracions and Merci- 


ful, and Long-ſuffering, whoſe Copy” 
ee 


-- 


ſious fail not, look down, we beſeech t 


upon the low and diſtreſſed ſtate of thy Ser- 


vant, now lying in the Extremity of Sick- 


neſs. The harder hzs illneſs preſſes upon 


him, the louder does it call upon thee for 


Help. O be merciful therefore unto him, 
according to the Neceſſity of his Caſe, and 


according to the multitude of thy tender 
Mercies in Jeſus Chriſt. | Rebuke the Di- 
ſtemper, that it prevail not over him to 
Death, but turn his malevolent Aſpect in- 
to a joyous Expectation of Life. In as great 


Danger as he is, yet if thou wilt, O Lord, 


we know thou canſt make him whole; if 


thou ſpeakeſt the Word, it ſhall be done. In 
Submiſſion therefore to thy moſt wiſe and 


Nied diſpoſal of all Things, we beg this 
Mercy at thy Hands, that thou wouldit _e 
| this 
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this bitter Ci paſs away from thy Servant, 
and cauſe a Way for him 10 eſcape aut of this 


dangerous Condition. O [pare bim à little, 
and his Soul ſhall live. Amen. N 


q A prayer for @ Sick Perſon when Sickneſs _ 


cant iuues long upon bits. 


Il. VE 1 1 
From B Ook down, O Lord, we hum--— 
nas I bly beſeech thee, with an Eye 

1 of Compaſſion on thy poor diſtreſſed Ser- 

2 yant, who hath lain fo long under the hea- 

1 vy Wrath of thy Diſpleaſure, and by how 

= much the outward Man is decayed and 

7 brovatic low, by the Tediouſneſs of the 

n Diſtempers continuing on hn, by ſo much 

5 the more do thou be pleaſed to aſſiſt hzwp 

7, in the inner Man by the gracious affiſt- 

d ance of thy holy Spirit. Give him unfeign- 

r ed Repentance for all the Errors of his paſt 

1 Lite, and ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Son jeſus 

= Chriſt ; a comfortable . Aſſurance of the 

1 Truth of all his precious Promiſes, a live- 

1 ly Hope of that immortal Bliſs in which he 

= Reigns tor evermore, and a ſtrong Senſe of 

if thy tatherly Love to him, and Care over him, 

1 under this bis fore Affliction, which may 

3 make h:42. heartily love thee, and entirely 

1 confide in thee, and abſolutely reſign both 

t Soul and Body to thy wiſe Diſpoſal. 


” f 2 | 
4 
k "4 


I's 


* 


. this Miſery, under which he hath fo lon 
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We know there is nothing too hard for 


thee, but that if thou wilt thou canſt bring 
dim up even from the Gates of Death, an 


d 


| grant him a longer continuance among us. 
I 2 


y it be o good Pleaſure, O moſt graci- 
ous God, ſtill to continue him; ſpare him, 
O Lord, and deliver him allo ſpeedily from 


groaned. Bleſs all the Means that are uſed 
for hi Recovery, and for the Support of his 
Spirits, and give him Refreſhment during 
this tedious Sickneſs. Releaſe him from 
bis Pain, or grant him ſome Eaſe, or elſe 
encreaſe and ſtrengthen hi Patience. Help 

bim, in Remembrance of thy paſt lovin 
Kindneſs, to truſt in thy Goodneſs, and 
fubmit to thy Wiſdom, and bear with an 
ce qual Mind what thou thinkeſt fit to lay 
upon him; and he approving himſelf to 
thee in theſe and all other Virtues, while 
thou try*{t him by ſo fore an Affliction, may 
fay at the laſt, with the holy Pſalmi/?, It 

was good for me that I was in Trouble. 

Unto thy infinite Mercies we recom- 
mend him, and to the compaſſionate Kind- 
neſs of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, who we 
hope will hear all the Prayers of hig Friends 
for him every where, and ſend his good 
Spirit to be hie Comforter, and is good 
Angels to be his Guardians, and 2 
| thole 


—— — — 


him gently 
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thoſe who are to adviſe and preſcribe the 
Means of his Reſtoration, and bring bim 
to praiſe thee again in the Aﬀemblies f 
thy Saints upon Earth, or (if thou haſt 
otherwiſe diſpoſed in thy wiſe Counſels) to 
praiſe thee in the great Aﬀembl 

us Chriſt 


_ So Saints 
and Angels in Heaven, throug 

our Lr and only Saviour, to whom, with 
thee and the holy Spirit, be all Praiſe, Love, 
and Obedience, World without end. A- 


men. 


q Prayers for the Grace of Patience, and & 
. ſuitable Behaviour in a Sick Perſon to 
Friends and Attendants. 


ELP thy Servant, O thou merciful 

Redeemer and Lover of Souls, to 
undergo this load of Affliction which thou 
haſt laid upon him with Patience. Lead 
by the Hand to the Waters of 
Comfort, and let #hy Rod and thy Staff ſup- 
port him, now that he is obliged to walk ir 
the Valley and Shadsw of Death. 

Let him conſider thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, in 
all thy weary Pilgrimage and Sufferings 
here upon Earth, before thou enteredſt in- 
to Glory, that he be not weary and faint in 
his Mind. | 
If Relief does not come from thee fo 
ſoon as he expects or deſires, enable him 


ſil 


1 


— — 


- tably miniſter to him, and attend abaqut h. 
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ſtill to hold; out with Lang: ſuffering, ani 
to. Wait with Patience for it! And whatſo⸗ 
eyer thou doſt with him, O Lord let hi be 
repine, becauſe it is thy Doing. Make h to 
acquicſce and reſt ſatisfied, even in the bit: 
tereſt Diſpehſations of thy Providence: 
And let no Pains or Sufferings ever drive 
um from thee, conſidering thut no Tempta. 
tioꝝ hath hefallex him but what : 3s .conmmon 
to Men; and, that the ſame Afflictions are 
oo any in his Brethren that are in the 
Tar 5 2 No I Wy VL N 752. Da 2 
And, together with this Patience towards 
thee, give him Patience, O merciful Lord, 
towards all thoſe who friendly and chaff- 


* 


_ - _ Keep bim from being humourſome, and 
'fhewing Craſſneſs 3 good Countels, 
or from being cauſeleſly Angry and Excep- 
tious againſt their kind Endeavours. If 
any evil Accidents or Indiſcretions hap- 
pen, let him not 2 be outragious to 
aggravate them, or break out into any re- 
proachful and unſeemly Behaviour againſt 
them; but let him be pleaſed with the leaſt 
Expreſſion of their Kindneſs, and interpret 
every Thing favourably ; and on. all Occa- 
ſions let hi make it hir Study to oblige 


thoſe who are ohliging to him in this Tow. 
4445 | O 


« - 4 ae Aw 


CREED 
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of Neceſſity, receiving with Thankfulneſs 
their good Offices, and praying God to re- 


| ward them, tor his Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 


T Prayer for ſpiritual Improvement by — 
Sic ne ſi. x 


[net. 


| From Dr. 8 X Merciful Father, who ſcour- 


geſt thoſe thou loveſt, and 
chaſtiſeſt thote thou wilt receive: Let th 

loving Correction purge out all the Droſs 
of thy Servant, and make h great in thy 
Favour by H, preſent Humiliation. O let 
him learn th» Statites, in this School of 4f- 
fliftion : Let him ſeek thee carly in it, and 


hen his Heart is overwheln?d, Lead him 
| Fo the Roch that is higher than he. 


Let thy Rad awaken him from His for- 


mer Security in Sin, and let him ſenſibly 


find, that thou chaſeiſeſt him for his Prop, 


that he may le pasta ter of thy Holineſs. 


Teach hi, by this Proof of thy fatherly 
Correction, to be more dutiful for the Time 


to come; to repent of his former Miſcar- 
| riages, and to reweem the Time paſ/, by a 


N 
7 


double Diligence tor the future, if thou ſhalt. 


in Mercy raiſe h up again. Let the Re- 


mainder of 5%, Life bes thine, and let no- 


A 
* 


thing ſeparate hi from thy Love and Ser- 


vive, but let it bz Hie whole Care and Stu- 


1 dy 
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dy to provide Oyl for his Lamp, and to 
trim and adorn hzs Soul for Eternity ; That 
ſo all the Days of his appointed Time he may 
watt till his Change come, and be ready 
whenſoever his Lord ſhall call him. Amen. 


q For a Sick Perſon, who is about to make 
| his Will. 
O Lord, who putteſt into 6ur Hearts 
＋ good Deſires, and haſt inclined thy 
Servant to /et his Houſe in Order, as well 
in relation to hig temporal, as þzs ſpiritual 
Concerns, grant that he may do it with 
exact Juſtice, according to the Rules of his 
holy Religion, and the DiQates of right 
Reaſon. He unfeignedly thanks thee for 
thy great Mercies, in * ſo liberally 
provided for him, that he may be rather 
helptul than chargeable to any, and die a 
Benefactor, and not in Debt. 

We charitably hope, that what he is now 
about to diſpole of, was all procur'd by 
fair and righteous Dealings, that he may 
comfortably feel, that it # more bleſſed to 
give than to receive. = 
But it hi Conſcience accuſe him of any 
thing unjuſtly gotten, O let him confeſs it, 
and bring out the accurſed Thing with Achan, 
and do Glory to God and bis ſelf, before 
he goes hence, and be no more ſeen. 


Let 


— 97 "— ”'S lk kd | w—_ 7 Fr -. wn. 
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Let him be ready, with good Igcheus, 
to make Reſtitution in the beſt manner he 


is capable of, and to ſay with Samuel, 
Behold here 1 am, witneſs againſe me le- 


fore the Lord; whoſe Ox have I taken, or 


whoſe Aſs have I taken, or whom have I 
defrauded ? Mom have I oppreſſed, or of 
whoſe Hand have F received any Bribe 
to blind mine Eyes therewith, and I will, 
reſtore it? 

Lord give him Strength to order all 
Things 1n as due and regular a manner as 
if he was well. Let his Memory be per- 
tet, and his Judgment ſound, and hs 
Heart fo rightly diſpoſed, that. he may do 


nothing amis, or thro' Partiality, but that 


Juſtice and Integrity may be ſeen thro? the 
whole Conduct of His Will. 

Let the light of his Charity If Rich, 
likewiſe ſhine gloriouſly before Tn I 
_ that out of the Abundance thou haſt 

n pleas'd to bleſs him with, he may 
— give to the poor and diſtreſſed, 
though no otherwiſe related to him, but.as 
they are Members of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


Brethren and Siſters of the ſame Commys 


nion. 

Let him, O let him, now, 0 Lord, and 
at all times, if thou ſhould'ft gracioully 
continue him here any longer, make ta 
14804 1 himſelf 
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himfelf ſach Hiendt of the unrighteons 
Mammon, that Tyhen they fail, they may re- 
ceitd e him into everlaſiing Habitation:. A- 
men. 


¶ 4 Prayer for a fick Penitent. 
From Mr. Þ  Ighteous art thou, O God, in 
a 8 all the Pains and Sorrows 
which puniſh our Sins, and try our Pati- 
ence, and we have none tœaccuſe or com- 
plain of for the fame but our ſelves. This 
is the acknowledgment which thy Ser- 
vant makes, whom thou haſt now at- 
flicted. He receives it as the Chaſtiſement 
of a Sinner, and is willing to bear Cha- 
ſtiſement for hi Sins, that he may there- 
by be reclaimed from them. Correct him, 
O Lord, that thou may'ſt not condema him, 
and let him be judged by thee tor his Sins, 
and judge hin:;/eff tor them here, that he 
may have nothing but Mercy without 
Judgment to receive at thine Hands here- 
A 
But judge him, O God, with Mercy, and 
not in thine Anger. Judge him not accord- 
ing as þi Sins have deſerved, but according 
as his Weaknels can bear, and according as 
thy Compaſſions are wont to mitigate thy 
Judgments; and let his Afflictions work in 
him a true Repentance act to be repented 
&, and prove an happy Means, in the 
| Hand 


2 
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deeply ſenſible of, will bring infinitely 
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Hand of thy Mercy, to expiate his Guilt, 
not ito encreaſe it, and to reclaim him per- 
fectly from all the Evils which he hath com- 
mitted formerly, not to occaſion his com- 
mitting more; and to confer that Reſt and 
Peace upon his Soul, which is deciied to his 
Body, for our dear Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt his falke. 


ou ſmiteſt him, O gracious God, that 
chou mayeſt cure πmn; and puniſheſt 
his Sin, that thou mayſt thereby amend 
and reclaim hit Perſon : And be 1s weary 
et his Sins, which: have brought upon hin 
all theſe Sorrows, and which he ſeems now 


worſe, unleſs he prevents the ſame, by bs 
timely and fincere Repentance of them. 

Help him therefore to ſearch them out, 
O God, and to diſcover every accurſed 


Thing: And when he fees them, let hin 


not {top at any.one, but ſet hzm{e/f entire- 
ly to renqunce and amend all: Let thy 


Love make bim hate every evil Way, and 


make his Purpoſes àgainſt them ſtrong and 
reſolute, and i Gare in fulfilling the fame 
vigilant and patient; and at the Remainder 


of his Days, to be one continual Deiace- 


ment of his former Errors, and Devotion 
of himſelf to thy Service. - 
(2 $0 Lord, 
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Lord, cure hir uy bis Miſery, and 
teach him, by the Lots of h Eafe, to pur- 
eliaſe the Ble ſſing of true Repentance, and 
the comfortable Hopes of thy merciful Ac- 
ceptance thereof, thro! the Merits of our 
dear Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


| . Deinen THO bo 
A Prayer for a Sick Perſon, 2who intends 
to receive the bleſſed Sacrament. 
C) Thou Infinite and Eternal Spifit 
from whom every good Motion of 
bur Heart proceedeth ![::Wiho,,both quic- 
keneſt the Dead, and after thou haſt given 
Life, giveſt the encreaſe: Increaſe, we be- 
feech- thee, the goed Seeds of thy Grace, 
which thou haſt town in the Heart of thy 
Servant, by inclining him to receive the 
Saerament of tlie Body and Blood of our 
Lord; in which thou art more immediatłly 
preſent, ta illuminate the Faithful, and rg 
comfort, and ee all that ate weary aud 
beavy lacen with their . 
Come don, O Lord) as Fre, upon all 
that are thus heavenlyanuided, to confume 
their Profs, and puriſy their Affeftions, and 
fo enflame them With Setaphick Love, that 
(with St Peter, in thy Transfiguration) 
upon coming to thy heavenly Banquet, they 
may ſay in Extafies of Ju and Admiration, 
It 15 good for us took heri Ii 8 
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O cauſe thy Face thus comfortably to 
ſhine upon thy diſtreſſed Servant, who now 
intends to draw near to thee in this Sacra- 
ment, as thou haſt commanded him, Let 
his Soul be ſatisfied as with Martow atid 
Fatneſs, when he ſhall praiſe thee there 
with joyful Lips. 
Help him in the mean time, O Lord, to 
fir and prepare himſelf for the due Recep- 
tion of ſuch holy Myſteries, Fill His Soul 


with all Reverence and godly Fear ; with 


earneſt Deſires and Longings after the Di- 
vine Life; with ſerious Repentance for all 
his paſt Miſcarriages, and hearty Reſolu- 
tions of living for ever after unto Jefus 


" who died for bat. O let him receive à Bre 


ken and a bleeding Saviour with a broken 
att a contrite Heart, which tliou haſt pro- 
miſed rot to deſpiſe. Forgive him all that 
is paſt, and give him Grace for the future, 
to /rve more ſoberly, righteoufly, and godlily, 
in this preſent World, if it ſhall be thy good 
Pleaſure to continue him in it. n 
Raiſe hzs Affections from Earth to Hea- 
ven, and let him hunger and thirſ? after 
Righteouſneſs, as he was wont to do after 
his bodily Suſtenance. OM 
As the Hart panteth after the Water 


Brooks, ſo let his Heart now pant after 


thee, O Goa, that with Deſire he may defire 
14 to 
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to eat this Paſſover, 


* This to be omitted when * ( be 2 6 
the following is added by the an | filled with 


Ain fer. all ſpiritual Joys aad 
Conlolations from 
thenceforth for evermore. Amex. 


J This may be added by the Miniſter, who intends to give 


the Sacrament to him. 


ND to me, O Lord, Ghom thou haſt 

called to this high Honour of admi- 
niſtring thy holy Sacrament, ge thy Grace 
and heavenly Benediction, that / may as 
all things as ] ought, through Chrife .. Teng 
thening me. 


Magnity thy Power, O Lord, in my 


Weakneſs ; and thou that giveſt the En- 


creaſe, command a Bleſſing, I pray thee, 
to deſcend upon the Work or my Miniſtry; 
that this Sacrament, to be adminiſtred to 
thy Servant, now crying mightily to thee 
for Help, may turn to 2 everlaſting Bene- 
fit, as well as to the Salvation of my ſelt, 
and of all that ſhall charitably receive with 
him, Grant this, O bleſſed Spirit, for the 
ſake of that Jeſus, whom we are about to 
commemorate in this holy Or dinance. A- 
Nit u. 


N 
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A Prayer for a fick Perſos that 
| wants Fleet. 

A Dored be thy Love, thy won- 
Fate. 11 derful Love, O moſt graci- 
ous God, who halt ſo many Ways expreſ- 
ſed thy Bounty towards us | Thy Mercies 
in Chrilt Jeſus ſurpaſs all our Thoughts; 
nor are we able to number all the other 
Bleſſings thou halt beſtow d upon us. How 
much do we owe thee for the quiet Sleep 
ol but one Night? We lee in thy: thy poor 
affiicted Servant how much we ought to 
thank thee tor this ſingle Blefſing, that our 
Eyes, when we would clote them, are not 

held waking. : 
Pardon, good Lord, our foul Ingratitude 
for this and all the reſt of thy undeſerved 
Mercies ; and be pleaſed gragi- 
ouſly alſo to viſit * , who 
ſtill languiſhes on hig Sick-bed, looking up 
to thee, from whom cometh our Help. 
Renew ,vz; waited Spirits with comtortable 
Sleep; campole, /z.» to a ſweet and undi- 
ſturb'd Reit, retreſh hi: thereby lo ſenſibly, 
that he may be reitor'd to ſuch a Degree of 
Strength, as may make % able in ſome 
meaſure, affectionately to acknowledge 
thy Goodneſs, when thou haſt dealt to 
bountitully with H. Or it thou delayeſt 
ro 


* Or ber, 
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to eat this Paſſouer, 


* This to be omitted when X . be > : 
the following is added by the and filled with 


Anger. all ſpiritual Joys aad 
Conlolations from 
thenceforth for evermore. Ainen. 


J This may be added by the Miniſter, 4 intends to give 


the Sacrament to him. 


- 


ND to me, O Lord, whom thou haſt 

called to this high Honour of admi- 
niſtring thy holy Sacrament, give thy Grace 
and heavenly Benediction, that / may as 
all things as I ought, through Chriſt ferens- 
thening me. 

Magnify thy Power, O Lord, in my 
Weakneſs; and thou that giveſt the En- 
creaſe, command a Bleſſing, [ pray thee; 
to deſcend upon the Work or my Miniſtry; 
that this Sacrament, to be adminiſtred to 
thy Servant, now crying mightily to thee 
for Help, may turn to 2 cverlaſting Bene- 
fit, as well as to the Salvation of my elf, 
and of all that ſhall charitably receive with 
him, Grant this, O bleſſed Spirit, for the 
ſake of that Jeſus, whom we are about to 
commemorate 1n this holy Ordinance, A- 
Mens 


E 
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¶ A Prayer for a fick Perſon that 
| wants Sleef. 

1 of A Dored be thy Love, thy won- 
Patrick 41 derful Love, O moſt graci- 
ous God, who halt fo many Ways expreſ- 
ſed thy Bounty towards us | 'Thy Mercies 
in Chriſt Jeſus ſurpaſs all our Thoughts; 
nor are we able to number all the other 
Bleſſings thou halt beltow'd upon us. How 
much do we owe thee for the quiet Sleep 
ot but one Night? We ſee in thiʒ thy poor 
afflicted Servant how much we ought to 
thank thee for this ſingle Bleſſing, that our 
Eyes, when we would clole them, are not 

held waking. | PHO 
Pardon, good Lord, our foul Ingratitude 
tor this and all the reſt or thy undelerved 
Mercies ; and be pleated gragi- 
ouſly alſo to viſit * 6:7, who 
ſtill languiſhes on hie Sick-bed, looking up 
to thee, from whom cometh our Help. 
Renew waited Spirits witly comfortable 
Sleep; còùmpoſe /z:z to a ſweet and undi- 
ſturb'd Reit, retreſh h thereby ſo ſenſibly, 
that ye may be reitor d to ſuch a Degree of 
Strength, as may make h% able in ſome 
meaſure, affectionately to acknowledge 
thy Goodneſs, when - thou haſt dealt to 
bountifully with 5. Or if thou delayeſt 
ro 


Or ber. 
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to beſtow that Bleſſing on him, O God, 
that in the multitude of þ;s Thoughts 
within hm, thy Comforts may delight his 
Soul. If he be ſtill toſs'd upon a weariſome 
Bed, without any Reſt, O that hzs Mind 
may reſt, and repole it ſelf in the Boſom 
of thy deareſt Love, and may feel the 
molt ſenſible Confolations from Heaven, 
not only quieting, but greatly rejoycing hs 
Heart. Preſerve the ute of Hi Underſtand- 
mg, and let the Enemy have no Advantage 
of him, hut make him able to ſay, I will 


watt patiently for the Lord, till he incline 


1 his Ear unto me, and hear 
1557 7 39. my Cry. 0 hear his Prayer, 
0 Lord, and give ear unto 


Strermrth before he go hence and be no more, 
for Jeſus Chriſt his fake, Amen. 


A Prayer to be {aid when the fick Perſon 
| © + grows Light-headed. 

From Rib Lord, look down from Hea- 

atrick. | „ | „ | 
PW ven, in much Pity and 
Compaſſion,” upon this thy afflicted Ser- 
vant, who is not able now to look up un- 
to thee : The ſadder hi Condition grows, 
the fitter Object it is of thy infinite tender 


Merbies; who' agcepteſt, we believe, of 


the Submiſſien hr. made of himſef in the 


beginning 


his Cy: 0 Fpare him, that he may recover 


— 
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beginning of his Sickneſs, to thy Almighty 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. And therefore 


ſince it is thy Pleaſure to ſuffer hi Diſtem- 
per to proceed to this dangerous Extremi- 


ty, do thou no leſs graciouſly love H, 


and delight in him, than if be could ſtill 
give up 47mſelf to thy bleſſed Will. | 

And hear, O moft mercitul Father, our 
Prayers in his behalf; excite them alſo to a 
great er Ardency than ever for hi, now 
that he can no longer commend Hhimſeif to 
thy Mercies. Pardon, good Lord, pardon 
all his Sins; impute not to him any of hi- 
former Follies; lay not to his Charge bi: 
not improving, or any ways miſuſing of his 
Reaſon and Underftanding, which we eat 


neſtly, but humbly, entreat. thee to reſtore 


to him, together with ſuch a meaſure of 
thy divine Grace, as may quicken and aſſiſt 
him then to employ hzs 'Thoughts to the 
beſt Purpoſes, eſpecially in meditating on 
thy Mercies, in ſtudying thy Praiſe, and 
in exhorting all others to love thee, and 
truſt thee, and ſincerely obey thee. 
And while he remains thus deprived of 
his Reaſon, be pleaſed to quiet and compole 
his Spirits, or to prevent all furious Mott- 
ons there, or quickly to abate ſuch violent 
Paſſions, if any ariſe: For which end; be 
pleaſed to remove all friglitful Imaginations 
7 tar 


128 Occaſional Prayers for the Sich. 


far from him, and ſuffer not the evil one to 
approach him; preſerve him from doing any 
| Harm, either to himſeif or to 
MT Neb any others. Faz/ake him at, 
O Lord our God, be not far from him. Make 
I haſte to help him, O Lord aui 
— Salvation. He 7s poor and 
need(y, bat the Lord thinketh on him. Thou 
W art our Helper aud Deliverer, 
79. 13. make no tarrying, O our God, 

fo Teill we give Thanks unto thee for ever. 

We will be ſcili praiſing thee, and ſhewing 
forth thy Lovine-Kinaneſs to thoſe who ſuc- 
ceed Us. 

That they may fet their Tape in thee our 
God, and not forget thy Works, Lut keep thy 
 Commandinents. 
emen, eAmen, make us all ſo happy, for 
Jeſus Chriſt his fake. Amen. 


q 4 Prayer for a Perſon when Danger is aft - 
prehended by exceſſive Sleep. 
E 0 Merciful God, let not this 
ettlecve ll d re 

eep Sleep, which is fallen 
on thy Servant, prove the Sleep of Death; 
make it the Sleep of a recovering Perſon, to 
relieve and revive him, not to carry him 
off: And awake him out of it in thy due 
time to offer thee Praiſe, and to labour 
ſtill among us, in doing thee Honour and 
Service. But 
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But if thou haſt order'd thereby to take 
him to thy ſelf, Lord, remember and ac- 
cept of all his former Prayers and Repen- 
tance, Faith and Patience. 

Look not upon hs Sins, but to pardon 
them; no ron Hh Weakneſſes, but to pity 
them : And when he awakes in the next 
World, let him find himſelf ſurrounded 
with Light and Bliſs, inſtead of þzs ſick- 
Bed-Sorrows, and awake to eternal Life 
with thee in Glory. 

Lord, hear us tor this thy weak Servant 
in Diſtreſs; Hear our Prayers for him, who 
ſeems not able now to ofter up any Prayers 
to thee for h:7;/e/f. And accept both Hint 
and us, to the bleſſed Enjoyment of thy 
Love, and Hopes of thy Mercies, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


q 4 Prayer for a Perſon lying inſenfible 
; 04 à fick Bed. 
Thou Preſerver of Men, who know- 
eſt the Frailty of our Conſtitutions; 
how ſoon our Sentes may fail us, and our 
Underſtanding depart from us, : To what 
Accidents, Diſtempers, and Decays our 
weak Nature is ſubject; even ſuch as may 
make the moſt Acute and Judicious, quick- 
ly become as Fools; and the moſt able and 
{trong as weak as Water, and as inſenſible 


as 
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as that inanimate Being. Look down we be- 

ſeech thee upon thy poor Servant, who 

now lies in ſuch a weak and inſenſible Con- 
dition. 

The leſs able he is to do for himſelt, the 
more need hath he of our Prayers, and of 
thy tender Mercy to him. O thou great 
Creator of the World! who. broughteſt 
Light out of Darkneſs, and madeſt all 
Things out of nothing, and canſt reſtore 
our dead Bodies again after they are moul- 
dred into Atoms! be pleaſed to repel the 
Clouds of Darkneſs which now have taken 
away the Light of our Brother's Under- 
{tanding, and rendered him a Companion 
tor the Dead. 

Quicken him again, O Lord, and reſtore 
him to his former Senſes, that ig Soul may 
bleſs and praiſe thy holy Name: For 22 
Death nao Man remembryeth thee, and Who 
will give thee thanks in the pit? 

Hear our Petition therefore, O Lord, and 
receive our Prayers for our Brother, that 
this Image of Death may not be conver- 
ted into Death it ſelt, but that he may live 
to proclaim thy Power, and to celebrate 
thy Praiſes here amongſt us longer upon 
Earth. : . 
But if it be thy Will to move him hence, 
in this Lethargical Condition, O pardon, 

we 
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we beſeech thee, all g Offences, and ac 
cept of that Preparation and Repentance 
he was able to make before the Diſtemper 
prevail'd upon him in ſo deadly a manner. 
Receive him, O Lord, into the Arms of thy 
Mercy, and accept him, for thy well-belo- 
ved Son's ſake; that fo this ſhort Night 
may quickly be turn'd into everlaſting Day ; 
and after theſe dark Shadows are remov'd, 
he may find Hhimſelf in an Heaven of Hap- 
pineſs, where, in thy Light, he may ſee Light 
tor ever. Amen. 8 


q 4 Prayer for one who hath been a notori- 
ou Wicked Liver. 


Lord God, of infinite Goodneſs and 
Compaſſion! whoſe Mercies are over 
all thy Works; who makeſt the Szz to 
ſhine, and the Rain to deſcend upon the 
unjuſt as well as the ja/7, and art kind even 
to the moſt unthankful: We humbly be- 
ſeech thee to look down in Mercy upon 
this thy unworthy Servant, who hath ſo 
long trampled upon the Riches of thy Gooa- 
neſs, not knowing that the Goodneſs of God 
leadeth to Repent ance. | 

Let thy Rod therefore awaken Him now 
to a Senſe of his Condition, whom thy 
Goodneſs hath not reclaim'd, and let hin 
_ all 
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ſtill find Mercy at thy Hands, notwith- 
ftanding hs continual Abuſe of it. | 
Thou haſt promiſed, O Lord, that wher ö 
the wicked Man turneth atvdy from his Mil- 
edneſs that he hath committed, aud doth 
that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſave 
his Soul alive. O make good this thy Pro- 
miſe to thy Servant here, who ſtands in fo 
much need of it. ho: 

Hide thy Face from his Sins; and biot ont 
all bis Tanquities, Though they be red 48 
Scarlet, yet do thou make them white 25 
$zow, by Repentance, which we beg of 
thee to give him, and to accept, though 
late, for the Merits of thy dearly beloved 
Son. 
Simon Magus, though in the Gell of Bit- 
terneſs, and the Bond of Iniquity, was bid 
to repent, and to pray for Pardon; and 
therefore we hope the Gate of Lite is till 
open for our Brother, though he hath fo 
long ſhut hi32ſe}f out of it, by going on in a 
Courſe that leadeth to the Chambers of 
Death. 

Bleſſed Lord! let thy Terrors at length 
awaken him out of this lethargical Condi- 
tion, before he is overtaken by thy Judg- 
ments. Afflict him here, that thou mayeſt 
{pare him hereafter. Break thou hzs ſtony 
Heart, that it may guſh out with Warers 
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of Sorrow, to bewail his ill-ſpent Lite ; 
and as Mary Maedalen's Tears, to walh a- 
way the Stain and Filthineſs of it. 

O quicken him to a Senſe of h;s Duty, 
and hi Danger, before it be too late. And 
when thou haſt brought him to his right 
Mind, receive hiz', we beſeech thee, as 
the compaſſionate Father did his prodigal 
Son, or the Shepherd his loſt Sheep; or as 
the Maſter of the Vineyard admitted La- 
bourers into his Service at the eleventh 
Hour, and gave them an equal Reward 
with thoſe who had born the Heat and 
Burden of the Day ; fo we beſeech thee to 
admit this thy Servant into the Fellowihip 
of Chriſt's Flock, and give him the Re- 
wards of thy more faithful Servants, out 
of the Abundance of the Riches of thy 
Goodneſs to repenting Sinners, in Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 

Thou, O Lord, who didſt pardon the 
Thief upon the Crols, hear our Prayers for 
our Brother, in theſe his ſick-bed and, for 
ought we know, his laſt Agonies. 

And as the. fore- mentioned Inſtances are 
lively Sigaifications of thy unbounded 
Goodneſs, and were written for our Com- 


fort and Inſtruction, that none ſhould de- 


ſpair of Pardon; ſo with the greater Con- 
hdence we now recommend this our di- 
1 ſtreſſed 
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ſtreſſed Bieri to thy divine Protection, 
beſee ching thee to forgive all that is paſt, 
and to waſh him with the Blood of thy Son, 
and to receive him at laſt into thy everla/?- 
ing Habitation. Amen. 


A Prayer for one who is harden'd and 
| — ampemnitent. _ 

ORD God Almighty, who art the 
Father of our Spirits, and who turneſ! 
the Hearts of Men as thou pleaſeſt; who 
haſi Mercy on whom thou wilt have Mercy, 
and whom thou wilt thou hardeneſ? ! Let 
thy merciful Ears be open, we pray thee, 
to the Supplications which we now offer 


to thy Divine Majeſty, in the behalf of 
y Servant, who appears utterly in- 


this t 
ſenſible of hzs Sin and Folly, and on whom 
all Means to lead him to Re entance have 
hitherto ſeem'd vain and ineffectual. Take 
from him, we humbly entreat thee, all Ig- 
norance and Hardneſs of Heart: Remove 
from him all Prejudice againſt, and Con- 
tempt of thy ſacred Word and Miniſtry : 
Let him no longer make a Mock of Sin, but 
be ſenſible that the Wiſdom he has hitherto 
gloried in, is the greateſt and moſt dange- 
rous Folly. Open thou his Eyes, that he 
may ſee the wonderful Things of thy Lade. 
Shew thy Mercy upon hin, and grant _ 

thy 
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oy Salvation. Convince him of the Sit- 


fulneſs of Sin, and the Vanity and Madneſo, 


as well as . of his paſt Ways. 

His Underſtanding, we fear, is now 
darkned, and his Heart hardened thro” the 
deceitfulneſs of Sin: O do thou enlighten 
his dark Mind, and let him at laſt ſee the 
Beauties of Holineſs, which have ſo long 

Ey es. Take from him 
this tony Heart, and 12 him an Heart of 
Fleſh. Awaken his flumbering and inat- 
tentive Soul, that it may delight in Things 
agreeable to its Nature, and be employ'd 
in Things that make for its everlaſting 


Peace. O give him Underſtanding, and he 


{hall yet live. Thou that canſt revive Souls 
which are dead in Sin and Treſpaſſes, and 
make even ſuch as lie in the Grave of Cor- 
ruption to become glorious Saints, and even 
Myrtyrs tor Religion, hear our Prayers for 
our Brother, who ſeems to be on the Brink 
of Deſtruction ; and pity poor Sinners, that 
have not Pity on themſelves. 

"Tis the Unhappineſs of a long living in, 


and being accuſtomed to Sin, that we are 


not ſoon made ſenſible of our Errors, nor 
eaſily made to know them. Tis the Pride 
of our Nature to be loth to acknowledge 
our Faults, and to confeſs our Sins: But 
let thy Grace, O God, teach us to deny 

K 2 this 
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this ungodly Luſt. Do thou pull down in 
us all high and vain Imagination. Cruſh 
and ſuppreſs all proud Thoughts and haugh- 
ty Opinions of our ſelves. Give us all, and 
particularly thy Servant, whom we are now 
interceeding for, a Senſe of our own Vile- 
neſs. Give us unfeigned Repentance for 
all the Errors of our Lite paſt; that being 
caſt down, thou mayſt ratle us up, and be- 
come merciful to us miſerable Sinners. 

Let us all find, by blefſed Experience, 
that we grow in Grace, aud ia the Kniowu- 
leage of our Lord Jeſus Chriſe; and that h1s 
Commandments are not grievous to us, but 
rather the Delight and Deſire of our Souls, 
that ſo at laſt we may be preſented to him * 
holy and uullameable, aud unreproveable in 
his Sight. Amen. 


— 


. 


A Prayer for a fick Woman that is 
with Child. 


God, the Help of all that put their 
Truſt in thee, the Support of the 
Weak, and the Relief of the Needy ! 
Look with Pity upon this Woman, thy 
Servant, who at beſt acknowledgeth her 
ſeif but a weak and helpleſs Creature, but 
much more ſo now in her preſent Conditi- 


On, 
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on, when thou haſt added Weakneſs to 
Weakneſs, and made ber to travail with 
much Sickneſs, together with the Burden 
of Child-bearing. 

O Lord, be thou graciouſly plcas'd to 
proportion thy Strength to her Weakneſs, 
and as Pains and Sorrow take hold upon 
ber, inſpire her with freſh Vigour and Cou- 
rage to rely upon thee, hey only ſupport in 
Time of need, and Rock of her Salvation. 

Let her not be diſquieted with the fear 
of any Evil, ſince none can happen unto 
her without thy Leave; but give her Grace 

atiently to reſign hey/e}f to thy bleſſed 

ill in all Things, who knoweſt what is 
beſt for her, and wilt lay no more upon her, 
we truſt, than thou wilt enable her to 
bear. 

Briag Strength, O Lord, out of Weak- 
neſs, ' and Health out of Sickneſs; and 


make her, in thy good Time, a joyful Mo- 


ther of a hopetul Child, which may do 
good in its Generation, and be an Inſtru- 
ment of thy Glory here, and a bleſſed In- 
habitant ot thy heavenly Kingdom here- 
atter, 


K 3 
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q A Prayer for a Woman in the Time of her 
1 8 Travail. 

Moſt mighty Lord, who 
haſt given us innumerable 
Pledges of thy Love, and encouraged us 
to truſt in thee for ever, and to expect 
with quiet and patient Minds the Iſſue of 
thy waſe and good Providence : We moſt 
humbly commend thy Servant in this her 
Extremity, to thy care and Bleſſing; be- 
ſeeching thee to give her a gracious Delive- 
rance, and to eaſe her of the Burden where- 
with the labours. We our ſelves are Mo- 
numents of that Mercy which we beg of 
thee. Thou broughteft us into this World, 
and didſt unlooſe the Bands wherewith we 
were {wadled in our Mothers Womb. We 
have alto had long experience of thy Rea- 
dineſs to ſuccour us, and to do us good ever 
ſince, many Times beyond our Hopes, and 
always beyond our Deſervings. We dare 
not but commit our ſelves, and every 
Thing belonging unto us, molt heartily in- 
to thy Hands ; remembring that thou hait 
the fame Power and Goodneſs ſtill, by 
which we came into the Light of the Li- 
ving. We cannot deſire to be better pro- 
vided for, than as thy infinite Wiſdom judg- 
£th,moit convenient for us; unto that we 
refer 


From Bp. 
Patrick, 


ry A... a r 8 — prod — wad 


the Earth, 


Occaſional Prayers for the Sick. 139 


refer our ſelves, beſeeching thee (if it be 
thy good Pleaſure) that her Deliverance 
may be as ſpeedily as her cries unto thee ; 
ar her Patience as great and long as her 
Pains. Thou who ripeneſt the Fruits of 
and then giveſt us the gathering 
of them to our Comfort; blaſt not, we be- 


ſeech thee, the Fruit of the Womb; but 
bring it to Maturity, and deliver it ſafe in- 
to thy Servant's Hand, as a new Pledge 


of thy Goodneſs to her, to be an Inſtru- 


ment of thy Glory, and a future Comfort 


and Bleſſing to thy Servant, who travails 
in ſo much Pain with it now. Or if thou 


haſt otherwiſe determined, Lord, give her 


Grace to ſubmit to thy holy Will, and to 
reſt ſatisfied in thy wiſe appointments, 
and never to diſtruſt thy Goodneſs and 
Care over her. Hear us, O Father of Mer- 
cies, and pardon hers and all our Offences, 
and pity our Infirmities : Make us more 
thankful for what we have received, and 


more fit for the Bleſſing which we now re- 


queſt ; and prepare us for all thy future 
Mercies, either 1a this Lite, or in the next, 
through thy infinite Love and Compaſſion 
declared to us, in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 


Amen. 


K 4 q 4A 
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A Prayer for a Mamas tobo cannot be dc- 
livered without Difficulty and Hazard. 


lation, who art the Refuge of the 
Diſtreſſed, and the Help of all that depend 
upon thee ; we thy unworthy Servants do 
now offer up our Supplications at the 
Throne of thy Majeſty, in the behalt of 
this thy Servant, who 1s in great pain and 
Mitery. Thou haſt been pleaſed to bring 
the Child to the Birth, but there is not 
Strength to bring forth. On this Account 
thy Servant is in violent Agonies, crying 


out in her Pangs, and pouring out her Soul 
to the2 in Prayer. O grant that it may be 


iu à time Then thou mapeſi be found. 

Thou art er hiding-t lace , thou ſhalt fre- 
ferve ws from Trouble ; thou fhalt compaſs us 
about with Songs of Deliverance. O let 
thy Servant feel theſe bleſſed Effects of thy 
Goodneſs, and as thou haſt brought to the 
Birth, enable her, we beſeech thee, to bring 
forth, that ſbe may rejoyce in the Workman- 
ſhip oft thy Hands, and tell of all thy won- 
drous Works. 

Conſider the low Eſtate of thine Hand- 
maid, and deliver her Soul from Death, 
her Eyes from Tears, and her Feet from 
falling. Graciozs- art thor, O Lord, and 

71 The 


Lord God of all Comfort and Conſo- | 
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riohteous; thou preſerveſt the ſimple, and 
helpeſt thoſe that are in Miſery. Help thy 
Servant therefore now, we humbly entreat 


\ thee, who ſtands in ſo much Need of it. 


Accept her Tears, and aſſwage her Pain, 
as ſhall ſecm moſt expedient for hex. And 
foraſmuch as ſhe putteth her whole Truſt 
in thee, give her Strength and. Patience 
proportionable to all her Pains and Agonies. 
Support her Spirits under them, and, if 
thou pleaſeſt, carry her ſafely through the 
ſame, aad make her to hear of Joy ana Glad- 
neſs, that the Bones which thou haſt broken 
may rejoice. 

Reitore unto her, O Lord, the Joy of thy 
Salvation, and uphold her with thy free Spi- 
rit; then ſhall ſne teach Tranſgreſſors thy 
Way, and Sinners ſhall be converted unto 
thee. Deliver her from this great Afflicti- 
on, O God, thou God of her Salvation, and 
her Tongue ſpall ſing aloud of thy Righteozſ- 
A1 e. 

hy Mercies and Power are ſtill the 
ſame, and will be the ſame for ever. O iet 
them now be ſhewn for this 7% „ , 
thy Servant's Delivery, * as em if it be 
they have been formerly on eFH Child: 
the ſame Occaſion: That ſo by having lreſh 
Inſtances of thy loving-Kindneſs, ihe may 
ſtill praite thee more and mare. | 


But 
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But if in thy fatherly Providence, to 


which we pray ſhe may willingly ſubmit 
herſelf, thou haſt determined otherwiſe 
concerning her, thy bleſſed Will, O our 
God, be done: diſpoſe of her either to Life 
or Death, as thou pleaſeſt, only in both, in 
thy _—_ whether living or dying, let hey 
ſtill pleaſe thee, and be thou her Portion 
for ever. O perfect her Repentance, and 
purge away all Her Sins: Give her Patience 
wiullt ſhe lives, and Peace when ſhe dies, 
and after Death the Happineſs to ſee th 

Face in a bleſſed Eternity, which thou hai 
promiſed and prepared for all that love and 


tear thee. O hear our Prayers, and grant 
our Requeſts for thy well-beloved Son's 


fake, jeius Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


Prayer for Grace and Aſſiſtance for a 


Woman under the Trials and Sorrows of 


Childbed. 
Father of Mercies! what mom BY, 
Thanks can we worthilyr 


give unto thee for thy unſpeakable Good- 


neſs to this thy Servant, and her helpleſs 
Babe, and tor the wondrous Things which 
thou hait done for her Soul? For the Pangs 
and Sorrow of Death compaſſed her, and 
fe found Trouble and Sorrow: The Mouth 
ot the Pit was open'd, and ready to ſhut 

1 


Occaſional Prayers for the Sick. 143 


it (elf upon her, but thou hait graciouily 


aſſwaged thoſe Pains, and wrought Delt- 
verance, and turn'd her Sorrows into joys; 
when ſhe cried, thou anſweredff her, and 
frengthenedft her with Strength in her 


Saul. 


Lord, we will ever adore and magnif: 
thy Mercy, which dealt ſo lovingly wit 
her, and praiſe thy Truth and Faithtuineſs, 
which have not ſuffered thy Promiſes, or 
her Hopes to fail. We will never forget 
how mindful thou haft been of the low E- 
ftate of thy Hand-maid ; for ſhe hath felt 
thy Power, O bleſſed God! in her greateſt 
Weakneſs, and has been enabled thereby 
above her Strength. She has taſted thy 
Goodneſs in the midft of all her piercing 
Pangs and Sorrows ; for thou didſt comfort 
and {ſupport her under them, and did!t mea- 
{ure them out to her, according as ſhe could 
bear them; and in tender Pity didſt deli- 
ver her Soul from Death, and ſend her Eaſe, 
yea, hait turned her Sorrows into Joys, when 


ſhe could bear no more. 


Perfect, good Lord, that Deliverance to 
ber which thou haft moſt graciouſly begun, 
and let her not be loft, atter the Wonders 
which thou ha#} already done for Her. 

Continue her Patience, O Father! and 
her humble Dependance on, and comforta- 


ble 
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ble Hope in thee, under any farther Pains 
and Accidents of her Child-bed. Support 


ber Spirits under them, and if thou pleaſ- 
eff, carry her ſafely through the ſame, and 
raiſe her up again in thy due Time. Thy | 
Mercy and Power are ill the ſame, and | 
will be the ſame for ever, O! let them 
nil be ſhewn for her Recovery, as they' ve 
been already for her Delivery; let them be 
ſhewn upon ber, that ſhe may fhill praife | 
thee more and more; and becauſe ſhe pla- 
ces her Safety in thy Love and Care, and 


puts her Hope and Truſt in thee. 


But if in thy paternal Providence, where- 
unto we pray ſhe may willingly commit 
her feif, thou haff determin'd otherwiſe 
concerning her, thy blefled Will, O our 
God, be done. Diſpoſe her either ta Life 
or Death, as thou pleaſeit, only in both to 
thy Mercy; and whether living or dying, 
let her ſtill pleaſe thee, and be thou her 
Portion. Oh | perfect her Repentance, and 
purge away all Her Sins, and give her Pa- 


tience whilit he lives, and Peace when ſhe 


dies, and after that, the Happineſs to ſee | 
thy Face in a bleſſed Eternity, which thou 


haft prepared and promiſed to all that truly 


fear thee, through Jeſus Chriit our Lord. 


Amen. 


Cr, 


Occaſional Prayers for the Sick. 145 


q If the Child be living, this may be added. 


Reſerve likewiſe her tender Child, O 
Father of Mercies, and let its own 
Weaknels, and our Crics, commend it to 
thy bleſſed Care : [Xpr eſerve 

it to be regenerated, and r 
born again by Baptiſm, and 3. fore dey 
thereby made thine own 

Child by Adoption, which is infinitely a 
greater Bleſſing both to it and its Parent, 
than thy making it her Child.] 

Keep it alſo afterwards in Health and 
Safety, and as it encreaſes in Years and 
Stature, let it withal encreaſe in Wiſdom, 
and in thy Fear. We beg not for it Wealth 
or Greatneſs, but Wiidom to know and 
to ſerve thee. For, O Lord, we do not de- 
fire Life, either for our ſelves or it, but 
that we may live to thee, and grow in dat- 
ly Love and Thankfulnels for all thy Mer- 
cies, and in Faith and Patience, and all ho- 
ly Obedience, which may fic us all for ever 
to enjoy thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
only Saviour and Redeemer. Amer. 


J Pravers 
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q Prayers for a fick Child. 


Viſttation Almighty God and merciful 
Gre O Father, to whom alone belong 
the Iſſues of Life and Death; look down 


from Heaven, we humbly beſeech thee, 


with the Eyes of Mercy upon this Child, 
now lying upon the Bed of Sickneſs : Vi- 
ſit him, O Lord, with thy Salvation; de- 
liver him in thy good 2 Time from 
bis bodily Pain, and fave his Soul for thy 
Mercies take ; that if it ſhall be thy good 


Pleaſure to prolong his Days here on 


Earth, he may live to thee, and be an In- 


ſtrument of thy Glory, by ſerving thee 
faithfully, and doing good in his Genera- 
tion; or elſe receive him into thoſe heaven- 


ly Habitations, where the Souls of them 


that ſleep in the Lord Jeſus enjoy perpetual 
Reſt and Felicity. Grant this, O Lord, 
for thy Mercies ſake, in the ſame thy Son 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wholiveth and reign- 
eth with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, ever 
one God, World without end. Amen. 


Common Prayer- 
Books, beſt Com- 


panion. 


Lmighty and immortal God, 
the Aid of all that need, 
the Helper of all that flee 

to thee for Succour, the Life of them that 

believe, and the Reſurrection of the Dead: 

We 


al 


r 
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We call upon thee for this Child, and as 
thou haſt promiſed by 1 well beloved 


Son, ſaying, A, and ye ſhall have ; ſeek, 
and ye ſhall find; knoth, and it ſhall be opened 
unto yon; fo give now unto us that ask; 
let us, that ſeek, find ; open the Gate unto 


| us that knock, that this Child may enjoy 


the everlaſting BenediQion of thy heavenly 
Grace, and may come to the eternal King- 
dom, which thou haft promiſed by Chritt 
our Lord. Amen. 


Efend, O Lord, this thy Child with 
thy heavenly Grace, that he we" 
continue thine for ever, and daily encreaſe 


in thy holy Spirit more and more, until 


he come unto thine everlaſting Kingdom. 
Amen. 


TY ORD, pity the Troubles en . 


Land Weakneſs of this poor ee 8 
Child, and pity our Sorrows who are afflict- 


ed with it, and for it. Eaſe it of its Pains, 


and ftrengthen it when it lies ſtruggling for 
Life : Raiſe it up again, if it may pleaſe thee, 
to grow in Years and Stature, and in Wis- 
dom and thy Fear, and thereby to comfort 


| us, and glorifie thee. 


We believe, O Almighty Father, that 
thou knoweft beſt what is fit, both for it 
| and 


69471 
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and us, and will do what is beſt for both, ' 
and therefore we leave it to thee, to diſpoſe 
of as thou pleaſeſt. But whether it be to 
Life or Death, let it be thine in boths and 
either preſerve it to be thy true and faithful 
Servant here on Earth, or take it to the 
Bleſſedneſs of thy Children in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, through our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


J 4 Prayer for a Perſon, who from a State 
of Health is ſuddenly taken with the Symt - 
toms of Death. 


Moſt gracious Father, Lerd of Hea- 
ven and Earth, Judge of the Living 
and the Dead, behold thy Servants running 
to thee tor Pity and Mercy, in behalt of 
our ſelves and this thy Servant, whom thou 
haſt ſmitten with thy haſty Rod and a 
{wift Angel. It was but lately that we 
beheld him in as promiling a State of Health 
and Life, as any one of us ſeems to be in 
at preſent, and therefore our Surprize is 
ſo much the greater to behold ſo ſudden a 
Change, and 1o unlook'd for an Inſtance of 


our frail Mortality. Ide 
We know, O Lord, thou canſt bring | a 
back from the Mouth of che Grave, and as E 


ſuddenly 
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of thee to ſpare him a 1 
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ſuddenly raiſe thy Servant again as thou 
haſt we: him down, and theretore we think 
it not too late to implore thy Mercy up- 
on him for his Recovery ; at leaſt we beg 
that he may 
recover his Strength, and have Time to 
make his Peace with thee, before he go 
hence and is no more ſeen. But if it bet 

Will to tranſlate him now by a quick Di- 
ſpatch into another World, O! let the Mi- 
racles of thy compaſhon, and thy won- 
derful Mercy, ſupply to him the Want of 
the uſual Meaſures of Time, to trim and 
adorn bis Lamp, and to fit himſelf for E- 
ternity. And let the greatneſs of his Ca- 
lamity be a Means to procure hig Pardon 
for thoſe Defeats and Degrees of Unreadi- 
neſs, which, it may be, hath cauſed this 
Accident upon thy Servant. And teach us 


all, we beſeech thee, from this unexpected 


Fate of our Brother, to be continually up- 


on our Guard, and to watch and pray, 
ſince we know not the Hour, when the Ma- 


P 
©, 
o 
* 
- 
* 


ſter of the Houſe cometh, whether at Even, 
or at Midnight, or at the Cockcrowing, or 
iu the Morning. 

Lord, thou haſt now called thy Servant 
before he was aware of it; O give him ſuch 
a great and effectual Repentance in this hi 
Exigence, that in a ſhort Time it may be 

L ſuſficient 
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fufficient to do the Work of many Days. 
Thou regardeſt, O Lord, the Meaſures of 


the Sincerity of our Hearts more than the 


Meaſures of Time in our Converſation ; ac- 
cept therefore, we beſeech thee, the few | 


Minutes of thy Servants unfeigned Tears 
and Humihation for Y, Sins, as though 
they were Hours and Days of a longer Pre- 
paration ; and let it be thy Pleaſure to reſ- 


cue him from all the Evils he deſerves, and 
all the Evils he fears, that in the Songs of 


Eternity, which Angels and Saints {ſhall 
ſing to the Glory of thy Nature, this alſo 


may be reckon'd amongſt thy invaluable | 
Mercies, that thou halt redeemed this Soul 
from eternal Death, and make him Parta- 


ker of the Gift of God, eternal Life, thro 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


** . nd reins — * 8 _—_—_— 


peareth ſmall Hope of Recovery. 


e Father of Mercies and God 


Help in Time of Need; We fly unto thee | 
for Succour in behalf of this thy Servant, 
here lying under thy Hand in great Week- 
nels oft Body. Look graciouſly upon him, 
O Lord, and the more the outward Man | 

decayeth, 


w_ 


q 4 Prayer for a fick Perſom, oben there at- 


of all Comfort, our only 
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decayeth, ſtrengthen him, we beleech thee, 
ſo much the more continually with thy 
Grace and holy Spirit in the inner Man. 
Give him unfeigned Repentance for all the 
Errors of his Lite paſt, and ſtedftalt Faith 
in thy Son Jeſus, that hzs Sins may be done 
away by thy Mercy, and hir Pardon ſeal- 
ed in Heaven, before he go hence, and be 
no more ſeen. | We know, O Lord, that 
there is no Word impoſſible with thee, and 
that, if thou wilt, thouy canſt even yet raiſe 
him up, and grant hh a longer Continu- 
ance amongſt us. Yet forfas much as in all 
Appearance the Time of his Diſſolution 
draweth near, ſo fit and prepare him, we 
beſeech thee, againſt the Hour of Death, 
that after his Departure hence in Peace, 
and in thy Favour, hs Soul may be receiv'd 
into thine everlaſting Kingdom, through 
the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 
thine only Son, our Lord, and Saviour. A- 
men. 


A general Prayer for Preparation and 
Readineſs to Die. 

ORD, What is our Life but a Va- 

pour, which appears for a little Time, 


aud then variſheth away? Even at the long- 


eſt, how ſhort? And at the ſtrongelt, 
how frail 2 And when we thiak our ſelves 
I. 2 meſt 
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moſt ſecure, yet we know not what a Day 
way bring forth to turn us out of all ; nor 


how ſoon thou may'ſt, come before we are 


aware, to call us to our laſt Account. 


Quickly ſhall we be as water ſpilt on the , 
Ground, which cannot be gathered up a- 
gain. Quickly ſhall we be ſnatched away 


from hence, and our Place here ſhall know 
us no more for ever. ; 


Our Bodies ſhall ſoon lie down in the + 
Grave, and our Souls be ſummon'd to ap- 
pear before the Tribunal of Chriſt, to re- 
ceive our everlaſting Doom either to Bliſs 
or Woe; and yet, O Lord, how do the |, 
Generality of Mankind live in this World, 
as tho' they were never to leave it! How :; 
unminded are we all of our latter End! 
How improvident of our Time! How care- 
leſs of our Souls, and negligent in our Pre- 
parations for Eternity! So that thou might- 
eſt juſtly cut us off in the midſt of our Sins, 
and our unpreparedneſs to appear before 
thee. But O God of all Comfort and Mer- 
cy, remember not our Sins againſt thee, 
but remember thy own Love to us in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thy tender Mercies which have 
been ever of old. O remember how ſnort 
our Time is, and ſo teach us to number ur 


Days, that we may apply our Hearts unto N 


In 


dom. 
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In the Days of our Health and Proſperi- 

ty, let us, from the fadWiſtance of our Bro- 17: / 
 ther's Weakneſs, remember our own ap- 
: proaching Fate; and let him, from the ſud- 
dien change of Health to Sickneſs, conſi- 
der how vain and empty all Vi, Days have 
been, and that there is no other Satisfacti- 
on in any Thing, but in knowing thee, 0 
God. | Lord, what have we to do in this 
a World, 
e- thy Service, and to make ready for the 
iis World to come? O that we may all of us 
be mindful of this oe Thing zeceſſary, that 


but to devote our ſelves wholly to 


we may finiſh our Work, before we finiſh 


2 our Coxrſe / 


Quicken thy Servant, O Lord, into a 
powerful and ſerious Conſideration of theſe 


Things, now thou haſt brought hi»: into a 
more intimate Acquaintance with them. 
Inſtruct him, good Lord, and aſſiſt him in 
this great Work of Preparationfto die. Shew 
him how to do it, and help him with good 


. - Succeſs to perform itz that when the Time 


of his Diſſolution draweth near, he may 
have nothing elſe to do, but to reſign him- 
* ſelf chearfully and willingly into thy Hands, 
as into the Hands of a merciful Creator, 
there to remain with thee for ever in that 
| bleſſed Peace, where Sin and Sickneſs and 


Death ſhall be no more. Amer. 
L 3 
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A Conmmendatory Prayer for à fick Perſou 
at the Point of Departure. 


2 Almighty God, with whom 
Mice, x Pate 
do live the Spirits of juſt Men 
made pertect, after they are delivered from 
their carthly Priſons; we humbly com- 
mend the Soul of this thy Servant our dear 
Brother, into thy Hands, as into the Hands 
of a faithful Creator, and molt merciful 
Saviour; moſt humbly befeeching thee, 
that it may be precious in thy fight. Waſh 
it, we pray thee, 1n the Blood of that im- 
maculate Lamb that was ſlain to take away 
the Sins of the World ; that whatſoever De- 
filements it may have contracted inthe midſt 
of this miſerable and naughty World, thro? 
the Luſts of the Fleth, or the Wiles of 
Satan, being purged and done away, it 
may be pretented pure and without Spot 
before thee, And teach us, who ſurvive 
in this and other like daily Spectacles of 
Mortality, to ſee how trail and uncertain 
our own Condition is, and fo to number 
our Days, that we may ſeriouſly apply our 
Hearts to that holy and heavenly Wildom, 
whilſt we live here, which may in the End 
bring us to Lite everlaſting, through rhe 
Merits of Jetus Chriſt thine only Son our 
| Lord, Amen, 
| 4 
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¶ 4 Litany for a fick Perſon, at the time 
Departure. 


() God the Father of Heaven, From F/vep. 
Have mercy upon him. Es 
Keep and defend him. 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the World, 
Have mercy upon him. 
Save and deliver him. 

O God the Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from 

the Father and the Son, 
Have mercy upon him. 
Strengthen and comfort hin: | 

O holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, 

Have mercy upon im. 

Remember not, Lord, hzs Offences : call 
not to Mind the Offencs of his Forefathers : 
but ſpare him, good Lord, ſpare thy Ser- 
vant whom thou haſt redeemed with thy 
precious Blood, and be not angry with hin 
. 

From thy Wrath, and heavy Indignati- 
on; from the Fear of Death; from the 
Guilt and burden of h# Sins, and from the 
dreadrul Sentence of the laſt Judgment, 

Goog Lord deliver him. | 

From the Sting and Terrows of Conſci- 
ence ; from the danger of Impatience, Di- 
{truſt or Deſpair ; and from the Extremi- 
ty of Sickneſs, Anguiſh or Agony, that 
L4 may 
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wy any Way withdraw 5h Mind from 
thee 

Good Lord deliver him. 
From the bitter Pangs of Eternal Death; 
from the Gates of Hell; from the Powers 
of Darkneſs; and from the Illuſions and 
Aſſaults of our Ghoſtly Enemy, 

Good Lord deliver him. 

From all Danger and Diſtreſs ; from all 
Terrors and Torments ; from all Pains and 
— both of the Body and the 
Soul. | 

Good Lord deliver him, 

By thy manifold and great Mercies ; by 
the manifold and great Mercies of Jeſus 
Chriſt thy Son ; by his Agony and bloody 
Sweat; by his {ſtrong Crying and Tears; 
by his bitter Croſs and Paſſion; by his 


mighty Reſurrection, and glorious Aſcen- 


ſion ; by his effectual and molt acceptable 

Interceſſion and Meditation; and by the 

Graces and Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Good Lord deliver him. 

In this Time of Extremity ; in hi laſt _ 
and greateſt Need; in the Hour of Death, | 
and 1n the Day of Judgment, 

Good Lord deliver him. 

We Sinners do beſeech thee to hear us, 
O Lord God; and that it may pleaſe thee 
to be his Defender and Keeper; to remem- 


her 


* 
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ber him with the Favour thou beareſt unto 
the People, and to viſit him with thy Sal- 
vation; 
We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it my pleaſe thee to ſave, and de- 
liver hzs Soul from the Power of the Ene- 
my, and to receive it to thy Mercy, and to 
give him a quiet and joyful Departure, 
We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it may pleaſe thee to be mercitul, 
and to forgive all hs Sins and Miſ-deeds, 
which at any Time of þzs Lite he hath com- 
mitted againſt thee ; 
We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it may pleaſe thee not to lay to hzs 
Charge, what in the Luſt of the Fleſh, or 
in the Luſt of the Eyes, or in the Pride of 
Life, he hath committed againſt thee ; 
We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it may pleaſe thee not to lay to Hi 
Charge, what in the Fierceneſs of hi Wrath, 
or in vain and idle Words he hath commit- 


ted againſt thee; 


We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it may pleaſe thee to make him Par- 
taker of all thy Mercies, and Promiſes in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 
Me heſeech thee to hear as, good Lord. 
That it may pleaſe thee to vouchſafe hzs 


Soul the Eſtate of Joy, Bliſs, and Happi- 


neſs, 
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neis, with all thy blefſed Saints, iu thy 
heavenly Kingdom ; 
We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
# That it may pleaſe thee to grant hie Bo- 
dy Reſt and Peace, and a Part in the bleſſed 
Reſurrection of Life and Glory. 
We beſeech thee ta hear us, good Lord. 
Son of God, we befeech thee to hear us. 
O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World ; 
Grant him thy Peace. 
O Lamb of God that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World; 
Have Mere) upon him. 


O Saviour of the World, 


Unto thy gracicus as p. 160. 


LY 


— — 


¶ F:ri of Recommending the Soul to God, 
in her Departure from the Body. 


From Bp. TINTO thy merciful Hands, 0 
n Lord, we commend the Soul 
ot this thy Servant, now departing from 
the Body : Acknowledge, we meekly be- 
zech thee, a Work of thine own Hands, a 
Sheep of thine own Fold, a Lamb of thine 
own Flock, a Sinner of thine own Redeem- 
lig. Receive him into the bleſſed Arms of 
thy 


— "ae 


t 4 


for evermore, Amer, 
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thy unſpeakable Mercy, into the facred 
Reſt of everlaſting Peace, and into the glo- 
rious Eſtate of thy choſen Sains in Heaven. 
Amen. | 

God the Father, who hath created thee ; 
God the Son, who hath redeemed thee ; 
God the holy Ghoſt, who hath infuſed his 
Grace into thee ; be now, and evermore 
thy Defence, aſſiſt thee in this thy laſt Tri- 
al, and bring thee into the Way of everlaſt- 


ing Lite. Amer. 


Chriſt that redeemed thee with his Ago- 
ny and bloody Death, have Mercy upon 
thee, and ſtrengthen thee in this Agony of 


Death. Amer. 


Chriſt Jeſus that roſe the third Day from 
Death, raiſe up thy Body again in the Re- 
ſurrection of the Juſt. Amer. 

Chrift that aſcended into Heaven, and 
now fitteth at the right Hand of God, bring 
thee to thee Place of eternal Happineſs and 
Joy. Amen. 

God the Father, preſerve and keep thee ; 
God the Son, aſſiſt and ſtrengthen thee ; 
God the Holy Spirit, defend and aid thee ; 
God the Holy Trinity, be ever with thee ; 
that thy Death may be precious in the Sight 
of the Lord, with whom thou ſhalt live 
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Holy and moſt gracious Jeſus, 
we humbly recommend the 
Soul of thy Servant into thy Hands, thy 
moſt merciful Hands: Let thy bleſſed An- 
gels ſtand in Miniftry about thy Servant, 
and defend him from the Violence and Ma- 
lice of all his ghoſtly Enemies, and drive 
far from hence all the Spirits of Darknefs. 
Amen. 


6 | From Bp. | 
| Taylor. 


II. 

Lord receive the Soul of this thy Ser- 
vant: Enter not into Judgment with him; 
ſpare him whom thou hait redeem'd with 
thy moſt precious Blood, and deliver him 
(ior whofe Sake thou didſt ſuffer Death) 
from all Evil and Miſchief, from the Crafts 
and Aſſaults of the Devil; from the Fear of 
Death, and from everlaſting Death. Amen. 


III. 


Lord impute not unto him the Follies of 
bis Youth, nor any of the Errors and Miſ- 
carriages of his Life; but ſtrengthen him in 
bis Agony, and carry him fately thro? the 
laſt Diſtreſs. Let not his Faith waver, nor 
hs Hope tail, nor hzs Charity be diſor- 
der'd ; let him die in Peace, and reſt in 
Hope, and raiſe in Glory. Amer. 


IV. 


— = 


Father, bleſs him and keep him. O God 
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IV. 


Lord, we know and believe aſſuredly, 
that whatſoever is under thy Cuſtody can- 
not be taken out of thy Hands, nor by all 
the Violences of Hell robbed of thy Pro- 
tection : Preſerve the Work of thy Hand; 
reſcue him from all Evil, and let h:s Portion 
be with the Patriarchs and Prophets with 
the Apoſtles and Martyrs, and all thy holy 
Saints, in the Arms ot Chriſt, in the Bo- 
ſom of Felicity, and the Kingdom of God 
for ever. Ac. 


OY Saviour of the World, who by thy 


Croſs and precious Blood hatt re- 
deemed us ; fave and help this thy depart- 
ing Servant, we beſeech thee, O Lord. 
Amen. 


NTO thy gracious Mercy and Pro- 
tection we commit him. O God the 


the Son, make thy Face to ſhine upon him, 
and be gracious unto him. O God the holy 
Ghoſt, lift up thy Countenance upon him, 


and give him thy Peace, both now and e- 
vermore. Amen. | 


* 
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A Conſolatory Form of Devotion 
that may be uſed with the Friends 
or Relations of the Deceaſed. 


FOrrow zot, Brethren, for them which are 
aſleep, even as others who have no hope. 

For if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe 
again, evenfothen alſo which fleep in Jeſus 
Till God bring with him, x Theſ. 4. 13, 14. 

| It is the Lord, let him de wiat ſeemeth 

Bim good, 1 Sam. 3. 18. 

| The righteons is taken away from the E- 
22] to come, Wa. 57. 1. 

Th the rightecus be prevented with 

Death, yet ſhall he be in reis. 

The howoarable Age is not that Thich 
ſtandeth in length of Time, nor that is meas 
fared ly number of Tears. 

þ But Wiſdom is the gray hair unto Mem, 
and an unſpotted Life is old Acc.“ 

He pleaſed Gu and was beloved of him, 
2 5 living among Sinners he was tranſla- 
Fer. 

Tea [| e-dily was he taken away, leſt that 
wickeaneſs [90rd alter his Under/tamiine, or 
geceit leguile his Soul, Wil. 4. 10, 11.] 
Ei: \ Fre- 
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* Precious iu the fight of the Lord is the 


Death of Saints, Pfal. 116. 1 3. 


Ten, bleſſed. are the Dead which die in 


the Lord, even ſo faith the Spirit, for they 
reſ from their Iabours, Rev. 14. 13. 


Let us Pray. 
Lord have Mercy upon us. 
Chriſt have Mercy upon us 
Lord have Mercy upon us. 


UR Father which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, thy Kingdom 
come. Thy Will be done in Earth as it is 
in Hevaen. Give us this Day our daily 
Bread. And forgive us our Treſpaſſes as 
we forgive them that treſpais againſt us. 
And lead us not into Temptation, but delt- 
ver us from Evil. Amen. 


Loxd, thou haſt been our Refuge fam one 
Generation to another. 
Before the Mountains were lronobt forth 
or ever the Earth and the World were mage, 
thou art” God from everlaſiine, and World 
Twithont end. | 
Thou turneſi Man to Deſeruction, again 
thou ſayeſ?, Come again ve Children of Men. 
For a thouſand Tears in thy ſiglit are but 
as Teſterday, ſeeing that it is paſt as a Watch 
zu the Night. As 
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As ſoon asthoa ſcattereſt them, they are even 
aſleep, and fade away ſuddenly like the Graſs. 
In the Morning it is green, and groweth 
#Þ but in the Evening it is cut down, dried 
up, and whithered. | | 
So we all of us conſume away in thy Diſ- 
Pleaſure, and are afraid at thy wrathful 
Indignation. 
ö T hou ſetteſt our Miſdeeds before thee, and 
our ſecret Sins are ever in the light of thy 
Countenance. 

And when thou art Angry, all our Days 
are gone ; and we bring our Tears to an end, 
as it Tere a Tale that is told. 

So teach us, therefore, O Lord, to num- 
ber our Days, that we may apply our Hearts 
auto Wiſdom. 

Turn thee again at laſt and be gracious to 
thy Servants, 

Comfort them again, now after the time 
that thou haft viſited them, and for the pre- 
ſent Occaſion, wherein they ſuffer Adverſity. 

DO ati ie them with thy Mercy, and that 
ſoon, ſo (hall they rejoyce and be glad all the 
Days of their Life. a 


OST juſt art thou, O God, in all thy a 

dealings with us, and our Puniſhment a 

zs leſs than our Iniquities deſerve ; and there- al 

fore we deſire to ſubmit with all Raney P 
and 


or —_— — i — 


Az —D 1 MS. Re. a. * 
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and Patience to this ſad Diſpenſation of thy 
divine Providence. Be pleaſed ſo to ſancti- 
fy it to this Family, that at the Breach thou 
haſt made, thy Grace and Mercy may enter 
in, and more abundantly flow upon thy 
Servants. Thy Property 1t is to bring Good 
out of Evil, O turn that Evil which is now 
befallen this Houſe, to the Good and Bene- 
fit of every one of us, that ſo we may be a- 
ble to ſay from happy Experience, That 
the Houſe of Mourning ts hetter than the 
Houſe of Feaſting, while the Death of our 
Brother (thro? thy Bleſſing) ſhall conduce 
and minifter to our ſpiritual Advantage: 
Let the Sight of hi Chagge make us the 
more mindfnl of our own, and the Senſe of 


our Loſs make us cleave the more cloſely to 


thee, our God. Let the Remembrance of 
hs Virtues make us follow his Example, 
and the Hope we have of his being bleſſed, 
cauſe us to 2 (with the more Earneſt- 
neſs) towards the Mark, for the Prize of 
the high Calling of God, in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Thou knoweſt, O Lord, the Weakneſs 
and Frailty of our Nature, and therefore, 


we beſeech thee to give thy Servants, who 


are more nearly concern'd in this fad Affair, 
a conſtant Supply of thy good Spirit, to en- 


able em to bear it with that Humility, 
Patience, reſignation, and Submiſſion to 


NM thy 


166 Occaſional Prayers for the Sick. 


thy divine Will, as becometh the Goſpel of | 


Jeſus Chriſt. O that no repining Thoughts 
may riſe in their Hearts to diſcompoſe their 
Duty towards thee, or towards their Neigh- 
bour ; but help em rather to think wherein 
they have offended thee, and carefully to 
amend it; to place their Affections more 
ſtedfaſtly on thole unmoveable things which 
are above, and freely to reſign all their 
TH and Deſires unto thee ; ſaying, 
with holy Job, The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away, Bleſſed be the Name of the 


| Lord. And let the Death of thy Servant 


ſtrike us all with ſuch a lively Senſe of our 
Mortality, as may caule us ſo thoroughly 


to die to Sin, and live to Grace, as that, 


when we die to Nature, we may be alive 


to God, through Chriſt, and reſt in him, 


as our Hope is this our Brother doth. 
We evidently ſez before our Eyes, that 


fore Grace, that are living, to lay it to 
Heart: So lay it to Heart as to deſpiſe the 
World, to abbor that which is evil, and 


thy Word, to ſtudy thy. Will, to obſerve thy 
Law, to ſeek thy Favour, and to take the 
beſt Courſe, and all poſſible Care to pro- 
mote thy Honour, and our own and others 


Salvation; that ſo when we go the Way of all 


* the 


Death is the end of all Men; Grant us there- 


cleave to that which is good: to delight in 


9 
3 


c 
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the Earth, we may have thy Preſence go a- 
long with us, and give us Reſt eternal- in 
HEeavell + #::#f!.. « 

And regard, O Chriſt, the importunatè 
Defires of thoſe thy Servants, who long for 


thy appearing, and, Night and Day, with 


reffleſs Supplication Sighs and Tears, do 
humbly and heartily ptay and ſue for it. 
Hear them, we entreat thee, and accor- 
ding to thy laſt moſt gracious Promiſe to 
thy militant Church, Come Lord YJeſus, 
come quickly; that ſo we, together with a 
thy holy ones, may be glorified in Soul 
and Body, and enjoy a moſt perfe& and end- 
leſs Bleſſedneſs, by being with thee where 


thou art, to behold thy Glory for ever and 
EVET>- 


Aſſiſt us mercifully, O Lord, in theſe 


_ our Supplications and Prayers, and diſpoſe 


the Way of thy Servants towards the At- 
rainment of everlafting Salvation ; that a- 
mong all the Changes and Chances of this 
mortal Lite, they may ever be defended by 
thy molt gracious and ready Help, thro? 


0 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 
The Lord bleſs us and keep us, the Lord 
lift up the Light of his Countenance upon 
us, and give us Peace, now and for ever- 
more. Amen. 
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Occafional Prayers and Devo- 


tions for the Sick and Calami- 
tous in extraordinary Caſes. 


. — 


14 Prayer for a Perſon whoſe Illneſs is 
chiefly brought on him by ſome calamitous 


Diſaſter or Loſs, as of Eſtate, Relation, 
or Friends, &c. 


From Biſhop. Moſt reat and glorious 
— Lord God of Heaven and 
3 Earth, ſupreme Judge and 


Governor of the World, n whom we live, 


and move and have our Being, and from 
whom all the Bleſſings we enjoy, and every 
good and perfect Gift cometh, grant us, we 
moſt humbly beſeech thee, ſuch a Mea- 
ſure of thy Grace, that when at any time 
thou art pleaſed to remove any of thy Bleſ- 
ſings from us, we may bear it with a per- 


fe 


vine Will, and with all Patience, Humi- 


lity, and Contentedneſs of Spirit, conſider- | 


bed! 
1 
2 


Submiſſion and Reſignation to thy Di- 


| 
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ing how unworthy we are of any of the 
leaſt of thy Mercies. 

More particularly, O Lord, we beg of 


' thee at preſent, to ſend this Peaceableneſs 


and Contentedneſs of Mind, on this thy 
Servant, whom thou haſt ſo ſenſibly touch- 
ed, and taken ſo near and dear a Bleſſing 
from him. O give him fuch a Portion of 
thy bleſſed Spirit, and ſuch a lively Senſe 
of his Duty, that he may have Power to 
ſurmount all the Defficulties he labours un- 
der, and freely to reſign all hi Thoughts 
and Deſires unto thee, ſubmitting hinſelf 
entirely to thy good Providence, and re- 
ſolving, by thy gracious Aſſiſtance, to reſt 
contented with whatſoever thou in thy 
Wiſdom appointeſt for him. Let him ſay, 
with good old Eli, It is the Lord, let him do 
what ſeemeth him good; or with holy Jo. 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Thou 
knoweſt, O Lord, the weakneſs and Frailty 
of our Nature, and therefore be pleaſed to 
comfort him in this Bed of Sickneſs, and e- 
ſtabliſn him with the Light of thy Conte- 
nance again, and grant, that no repinin 
Thoughts may add Fuel to the Fire, an 
increaſe his Illneſs or Diſorder, or dilcom- 
poſe his Duty towards thee, or his Neigh- 
bour ; but help him rather to think where- 
7 In 


| 
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in he hath offended thee, and carefully to 
amend it; to ſet his Affections on Things 
above, and not on Things below, and to lay 
up for himſelf Treafures in Heaven, even 


the Treafures of a good Life, which no 
Diſaſters or Calamities ſhall ever he able to 
take from him. Grant this, O heavenly 
Father, for the alone Merits of thy Son Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. 


q A Prayer for a Perſon, that by any cala- 

 mitous Diſaſter hath broken any of his 

Bones, or is very much bruiſed and hart 
in his Body. 


Hem Mr. Lord moſt high, the all-diſpo- 

F ſing God, thou haſt taught us 
that Afittian cometh not forth of the Daſs ; 
neither doth trouble ſpring out of the Ground; 
that it does not come by chance, without 
thy Appointment, but is the Meſſenger diſ- 
patch'd on thy Errands, who haſt an over- 
ruling Hand in all the Piſaſters that befall 


us, whatever is the immediate Occaſion of 
our Hurts: And thou art juſt in all thou 


bringeſt on us; and tho” thy Judgment are 


far above out of our. Sight, yet we know, 


that they. are right, and that it is in very 
Faitizfulneſs that thau cauſeſt us to be afflict- 


ed. And why. then ſhould a liuing Man 


complain, à Man for the Puniſhment of bis 
Sins? 


os 1 . P 
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Sins? Let theſe Conſiderations prevail with 


thy Servant to ſubmit to thy Hand, and 
not contend with thee ; make him to re- 
ſolve to bear the Effects of thy Diſpleaſure, 


and to confider it as the juſt Deſert of his 


Sins, if a worſe thing had happen d unto him. 
O, our God, give him Patience and 
Strength, and Grace proportionable to this 
great Trial; and enable him ſo to demean 
himſelF under it, that after the Affliction 
is over, he may find Cauſe. to ſay, It was 
gaod for him to be Aſficted. Thou that haſt 
torn and ſmitten, thou art able to heal and 
bind up his Sores; O, be pleas'd to re- 


- member bim in this his low Eſtate, out of 


that Mercy of thine, which endures for 
ever. Help him to find out what has pro- 
voked thee ſo to ſtretch out thine Hand a- 
_ him. O that he may ſearch and try 

is Ways and turn to thee, and bring forth 
Fruits meet for Repentance ; and for his ſake 
who was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, 
and bruiſed for our Iniquities, forgive and 
heal His Soul that hath ned againſt thee ; 
and in thy good Time repair the Breaches 
made in hz Body alſo, that he may perfect- 
A ihe mo. = 
Calamity, * and his * 33 = 
drsjointed Bones be ſet out of Foint or broken. 
together again, or thoſe | 

M 4 that 
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that\iare broken may rejoyce, by being n aue 
We know, O Lord, if thou wilt thou 
canſt heal theſe Bones (or this Body) which 
thou haſt vexed. - O may it be thy graci- 
ous Pleaſure, to work fo wonderfully for 
thy Servant, and glorify thy Power and 
Mercy in hi Help and Recovery; or how- 


ever thou ſhalt think fit to diſpoſe of this 


wile Body, grant him, O God, a Mind en- 
tirely reſign'd to thy Will, and fatisfied 
with thy Dealings: and make this fad Diſ- 
penſation, which is ſo grievous for the 


Time, ren in the Iſſue. O make it 


the Meſſenger of thy Love to his Soul, and 
the happy Means of converting and ſancti- 


fying it, and ſo prepare it for thee, that it 
may be {it to receive all thy ſaving Mercies, 


in Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


¶ A Prayer for a Perſon that lies under an 


Arreſt of Death, by any (ſuch like) ſad 
Accident, | | 

* Moſt gracious Father, Lord 
art of Heaven and Earth, Judge 


of the living and the dead ; behold thy Ser- 
vants running to thee tor Pity and 


> 


n S OR XY ASL. ye a . ix. 


erc y, 
in behalf of our ſelves, and this thy Ser- l 
vant, whom thou haſt ſuddenly ſmitten *' 
with thy Rod. If it be thy Will, preſerve ' 


his | 


* 
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bi Life, that there may be place for his Re- 
entance and Reſtitution : O ſpare him a 
little, that he may recover hi Strength be- 
fore he go hence, and be no more ſeen. 
But if thou haſt otherwiſe decreed, let the 
Miracles of thy Compaſſion, and thy won- 
derful Mercy, ſupply to him the want of the 
uſual Meaſures of Time, and the Periods 
of Repentance, and the Trimming of his 
Lamp: And let the Greatneſs of h:s Cala- 
mity move thee to pardan thoſe Defects and 
Degrees of Unreadineſs, which may have 
cauſed this Accident upon thy Servant, 
Lord, ſtir up in him a great and effectual 
Contrition, that the Greatneſs of hzs Sor- 
row and Hatred againſt Sin, and rhe Zeal 
of his Love to thee, may 1n a ſhort Time 
do the Work of many Days, And thou 
who regardeſt the Heart, and the Mea- 
ſures of the Mind, more than thoſe of Time, 
be pleaſed to reſcue the ſoul af thy Servant, 
from all the Evils he hath deſerved, and all 
the Evils he fears ; that in the Songs of E- 
ternity it may be reckon'd among thy Glo- 
ries, that thou haſt redeemed this Soul from 
the Danger of eternal Death, and made him 
Partaker of the Gift-of God, eternal Life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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q 4 Prayer for a Perſon that is aflifted with 
grievous Pains of his Body. 


Lord, thou art a merciful God, 
and doſt not aſflict willingly, 
nor grieve the Children of Men ; but when 
the Neceſſity of our Caſe calls for ſharp 
Applications, thou chaſtiſeſt us for our Pro- 
fit, that we may be Partakers of thy Holi- 
neſs. Bleſſed is the Man whom thou cha- 
ſteneſt, O Lord, and teacheſt him out of 
thy Law. O that it may be in ſuch Mer- 
cy to the Soul of thy Servant, whom thy 
Hand is ſo hard upon at preſent! Now 
that thou haſt caſt i into thy Furnace, 
O that it may be a Means to purge out h7s 
Droſs, and fo fit him for thy Ute and Ser- 
vice! O that he may learn ſuch Things in 
this School of Affliction, as may ſtand him 
in ſtead, and do him good tor ever after, 
But thou, O Father of Mercies, and 
God of all Comfort, who knoweſt our 
Frame, and how little it is that we can en- 
dure, though it be ſo much that we deſerve, 
yet be pleaſed in the midſt of Judgment to 
remember Mercy, and do thou either make 
his Sufferings lets, or thy Grace in him, add 
his Patience and ſpiritual Strength greater 
than all /e Sufferings. O take the Load 


off 


From Mr. 
Jenks, 
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off from him, or lighten it to him, or en- 

5 ble him to bear what thou art pleaſed to 
lay upon him. Lord, all hzs Deſires is be- 
fore thee, and hzs Groaning is not hid from 
thee; O regard hzs Affliction, when thou 
heareſt his Cry : Enter not into Judgment 
with him, nor deal with him after his Sins, 
but according to thy Mercy remember thou 
him, for thy Goodneſs ſake in Jeſus Chriſt. 
O gracious Father, ſanctify to him what 
thou haſt laid upon him, that the preſent 
Affliction may have a comfortable Iſſue, 
and work for him a more exceeding and e- 
ternal Weight of Glory. O do thou ſup- 
port and bear him up under it, till it ſhall 


> pleaſe thee to leſſen his Pains, and grant 
„im Faſe, to the Joy and Comfort of thy 
— _ Servant, and to the Glory of thy Name: 
n And however thou ſhalt deal with Him, 
I let him not repine at thy Correction, nor 

fin in charging thee fooliſhly. Make hinz 
d ſenſible, that thou doſt nothing but what 
r is more juſt and fit to be done; yea, no- 


- thing butwhat thy Servant ſhall one Day 
have Cauſe to bleſs and praiſe thee for do- 
ing ; and let this Conſideration teach and 

help him to glorify thee in the Time of his 

Viſitation, by Hie humble Submiſſion to thy 

Will, e patient abiding of thy Hand, and 

' bis faithful Reformation under it; that thou 


mayeſt 


MA 
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mayeſt return with the Viſitations of thy | 
Love, and reſtore Eaſe and Comforts to | 
him and ſhew him the Joy of thy Salvati- | 
on, tor thine own Mercies ſake, in Jeſus | 
Chriſt, . Amen. | 


IA Prayer for one who is troubled with a- 
cute Pains of the Gout, Stone, Cholick, | 
or any other bodily Diſtempers. 


From Me. Bleſſed God, juſt and holy, 
e who doſt not afflict willingly” 

nor grieve the Children of Men; with- | 
hold not, we pray thee, thy Aſſiſtance | 
from this thy Servant in this þzs ſharp and 


painful Condition. 'Thine Arrows [tick faſt 


in him, and thy Hand preſſed him ſore. | 
Thou makeſt hb; to paſſeſs [Months or} | 
Days of Vanity, and weariſome Nights are 
appointed to #/mz, When he lieth down he 
is tempted to ſay, When ſhall I ariſe, and | 
the Night be gone? and he is full of Tof- | 
ſings to and tro, unto the Dawning of the | 
Day. He is teeble and fore ſmitren ; he 
roareth for the very Anguiſh of his Pain. 
Hs Sorrows are enlarged, his Pain is great 
and h:s Soul is full of Trouble. And he | 
has none to ſeek to for the Eaſe and Miti- 
gatian of his Agonies, but to thee, O Lord! 
He freely owns his Sufferings t) be far leis | 
than he has deſerved, and that it is purely | 

1 
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of thy Goodneſs that they have not been 
far worſe than they are. But yet ſince 


they pierce deep, and are become almoſt 
too hard for him to bear, we preſume to 


call upon thee, O Lord, for Aid, and to 
intreat- thee not to puniſh him according to 
his. Deſerts: For thou, Lord, ſhouldejt le 
extreme to mark what is done amiſs; O Lord, 
who may abide it? Spare him therefore for 
thy Mercies fake; and correct him, O Lord, 


but with Judgment, not in thine Auger, leſt 


thou bring him to nothing. Endue him with 
that Patience which may enable him cheer- 


fully to ſubmit to thy Chaſtiſement, and 


grant hi, that hearty Repentance for all 


- bis Sins, which may invite thee to put an 


End to this hzs fore Correction. Suffer hin 
not to be tryed beyond hzs Strength; lay no 
more on him than thou wilt enable him to 
bear: Comfort thou hzs Soul, which melts 
away for very Heavineſs, and let thy lo- 
ving Mercy come unto him, O Lord, ac- 

cording to thy Word. Hear our Prayer 
according .unto thy loving Kindneſs, and 
quicken thy Servant as thou ar: wont. 
Sanctity thy Rod to him, that it may be for 
thy Glory, and his Advantage: And when 
thy gracious Ends in afflicting him ſhall be 
once accompliſhed, which we know are 
not for thy Pleaſure, but tor Vis Profit, re- 


move 
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move, we beeſch thee, thy Hand from . 
and give him a freſh Occaſion to rejoice in 
thy ſaving Health, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


— 


q A Prayer for a Perſon in the Small-pox, or 
any ſuch-like raging infectious Diſeaſe. 


O Lord God, the Giver of Health, which 
ſweetens all other Bleſſings of Life; 
without which, in the Midſt of the greateſt 
Affluence of all wordly Proſperity, we are 
wretched and miſerable; look down, we 
beſeech thee, with an Eye of Compaſſion, 
upon thy poor diſconſolate Servant, from 
whom thou haſt taken this great and valua- 


ble Bleſſing of Life, and inſtead thereof, 
brought him into ſo great Trouble and Mi- 
ſery,th at he mourns all the Day long,. and 


all the Night he waſhes his Bed, and wa- 
ters his Couch with hi Tears. Ls 
For his Loyns are filled with a ſore Diſ- 


eaſe, and there is no whole Part in his Body; 


but from the Sole of the Foot even to the 


Crown, there is nothing but Wounds, and 


Boils, and putretying Sores, which ſtink, 
and are corrupt thro' Yi Fooliſhneſs. 


Teach him, O Lord, and teach us all from 


hence, to conſider how ſoon the Beauty of 
Life 
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Life is blaſted, like a Flower of the pa 


and our Strength dried up 

when thou hideſt thy ſelf from us, that we 

may not put our 1 in any of theſe tran- 
u 


like a Potſbe ar 


in thee only, the living 
God, who art able to fave and to deſtroy, 
to kill, and to make alive. 

Our Brother, whom now we behold ſo 
lamentable a Spectacle, was lately like one 
of us, in perfect Health and Soundneſs of 
Body; but now thou cha/texe/? him for Six 


ſitory Things, b 


thou makeſt his Beauty to conſume away, like 


asit were a Moth fretting a Garment. Thou 
breakeſi him with a TJempeſi, and his Roar- 
ings are poured like Water. Thine Arrows 


flick faſt iz him, and thy Hand preſſeth him 
ſore ; fo that there is Soundneſs in his Fleſh, 


hecanſe of thine Anger; neither is there any 

Reft in his Bones, by reaſon of his Sin. 
O reject him act utterly, but take thy 
Plague away from him, for he 7s even con- 
ſumed by the Means of thy heavy Hand. Re- 
turn, O Lord, aud that ſpeedily ; for his Spirit 
faileth. U leave him not to himſelf, for tho 
he is become a Monſter unto many, yet his ſure 
Truſt is in thee. To thee, O Lord, does he 
cry; unto thee doth he ſtretch forth his 
Hands ; his Soul thirſteth after thee as a 
thirſty Land. Lord! all his Deſire is before 
thee, and his Groaning is not hid from thee. 
Com- 
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Comfort him therefore again, now after the 
¶ Time that thou haſt plagued him, and for the 


Days wherein he hath ſuffered Adverſit 


And put a Stop, O Lord, we beſeech | 
thee, to this raging Infection, and fay to 
the 2 Angel. It zs enough. Let it 
not ſpread abroad to ſweep our Streets with 
the Beſom of Deſtruction, .nor to lay us in 
the Grave liłe Sheep, with the Men that 
But cover us under 


have been long dead. 
the Shadow of thy Wings, that we may 
not be afraid for any Terror by Night ; nor 
for the eArrow that flieth by Day; nor for 
the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſ, ; nor 
for the Sickneſs that deſtroyeth in the Noon- 
day. But that with Eaſe in our Minds, and 
Health in our Bodies, we may ſerve thee 
cheerfully all the Days of our Lite, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


JA Prayer for a Perſon in a C onſaumption, 
| or any lingering Diſeaſe. 


From Mv. 
a Jenks. 


chaſtening Hand: Thou haft made him ac- 
quainted with Grief, and hzs Sicknels is 
even become hzs old familiar Companion. 
Yer, O blefſed Lord, grant that he may not 
think it long to wait thy leafure, who art 

pleaſed 


Good God, thou haſt long 
kept thy Servant under thy 


men TT FIT © WW. Jj} nl 
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pleaſed to wait ſo long for the Return of a 


Sinner, and who art very pitiful and of 
tender Mercy, having kind Intentions, e- 
ven in thy bitter Diſpenſations ; Yea, Cha- 


' fteneſtwhom thou loveſt, and ſcourgeſt every 


Sox whom thou receiveſt. Teach him, O 
gracious Father, to ſee Love in thy Rod, 
as well as Juſtice in all thy Dealings; that 


| he may humble him/eff under thy mighty 
Fand, and alſo think it good for him to be 


afflicted, and patiently wait for the Lord, 


in hopes of Good out of this Evil, and at 
laſt an happy Concluſion of that long Viſi- 
tation. Bleſſed be thy Name, O Father of 
| Mercies, that thou doſt not pour out all 
thy Wrath ; 


ut in Judgment thinkeſt up- 
on Mercy do make the Affliction ſupport- 
able, give ſome Eaſe and Relaxation from 


torturing Pains, and mingling many good 


Ingredients with this bitter Potion. O make 


| him ſo ſenſible of thy Kindneſs, that he may. 
be not only contented, but thankful under 
thy Hand. | 


Yet that þzs Faith may not fail, nor his 


Patience be wearied out, return, O Lord, 
at the laſt, and give thy Servant a Diſcharge 
from this Warfare, and ſay to the Afflicti- 
on, It zs enough. Make him glad according 
to the Time wherein thou haſt afflicted hz, 
and wherein he hath ſuffered ſo much Ad- 


N verſity. 
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verſity. And till thou ſhalt pleaſe to re- 

evenifer im in ſuch Mercy, O grant that 

he may neither deſpiſe thy Chaſtening, nor 
faint under thy Rebukes ; but take all as 
he ought, and employ the Time which thou 
lendeſt, and improve the Affliction which 
thou continueft, as a gracious Opportunity 
for h# Soul's Advantage: That under the 

Decays of the outer Man, the Inner may 
be rewarded Day by Day; and all chat is 
wanting in his ſpiritual Concerns, may be 
filled up; and whatever pertains to hzs 


everlaſting Salvation be promoted and per- 
feted, thro' the Riches of thy Grace, and 


the Multitude of thy Mercies in Jefus | | 


Chriſt. Amen. 


- * 


— 


q 4 Prayer for a Perſon that is Lame in 
his Szckneſ-s. 


From Mx, 


Lewis. 


Almighty God, who art Eyes 
| to the blind, and Feet to the 
lame, who makeſt ſore, aud bindeſ? up: Have 
pity, we entreat thee, on thy Servant, who 
is likewiſe lame in bs Sickneſs. Help him 
in this his Diſtreſs, and bleſs, we pray thee, 
the Means made uſe of for hi Cure, that 


he may again walk and not faint, Make f. 


him ſenſible of thy Deſign in viſiting him 
With N 


frequenting thy holy 
and worfthipp pping thee - 


that we ourſelves, and tis in V iſdom that 


ſatisfie him of thy Care over him, and thy 
tender Regard to him; and in thy good 
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with this Affliction; cauſe him to remem- 
ber, how in Ins Strength and Vigour, he has 


walked after hir own Counſels, and the De- 
fires of Hi, own rag And let hin fee 


that thou haft lift up os Hand againft him, 
for this very purpoſe, that he may learn to 
walk more humbly with thee, and turn h 
Feet to thy Teſtimonies. O be racious 
unto thy Servant, and heal him of what is 
ſuch an Hindrance to him, as to keep bim 
from [* getting his dai- 8 
ly Bread or] emoying the „ pe, b , 

Comforts of Life, and & L — an, Je a 


ur. . 


Temple. Deliver him from the ainſi and 
uneaſie CONNER he 1s under, and grant 
him again the Liberty of g to thy ouſe 

1 K Sanctuary, 
with the Voire of Joy and Praiſe. But, O 


Lord, not our Will, but thine be done. 
Thou knoweſt better what is good for us, 


thou afflicteſt us. Help therefore thy Ser- 
vant to caſt his Burden on thee, who wilt 


never ſuffer him to be moved. Give him 
Patience that he may bear his Pains without 
| Murmuring, and wait the Time of h, De- 


liverance rom them without Uneaſineſs ; 


N 2 Time 
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Comfort him therefore again, now after the | 
Time that thou haſ? plagued him, and for the 
Days wherein he hath ſuffered Adverſity. 
And put a Stop, O Lord, we beſeech 
thee, to this raging Infection, and ſay to 
the deſtroying Angel. It ig enough. Let it 
not ſpread abroad to {weep our Streets with 
the Heſom of Deſtruction, nor to lay us in 
the Grave like Sheep, with the Men that 
have been long dead. But cover us under 
the Shadow of thy Wings, that we may 
not be afraid for any Terror by Night , nor 
for the eArrow that flieth by Day; nor for 
the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſ;; nor 
for the Sickneſs that deſiroyeth in the Noon- 
day : But that with Eaſe in our Minds, and 
Health in our Bodies, we may ſerve thee 
cheerfully all the Days of our Lite, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


q 4 Prayer for a Perſon in a Conſumption, 
or any lingering Diſeaſe. 


Good God, thou haſt long 

b thy Servant under thy 
chaſtening Hand: Thou haſt made hi ac- 
quainted with Grief, and 5, Sicknels is 
even become his old familiar Companion. 
Yer, O bleſſed Lord, grant that he may not 
think it long to wait thy leafure, who art 
pleated 


From Mr. 
Jenks. 
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pleaſed to wait fo long for the Return of a 
Sinner, and who art very pitiful and of 
tender Mercy, having kind Intentions, e- 
ven in thy bitter Diſpenſations: Yea, Cha- 
fteneſt whom thou Ioveſt, and ſcourgeſt every 
San whom thou receiveſi. Teach him, O 
gracious Father, to ſee Love in thy Rod, 
as well as Juſtice in all thy Dealings; that 
he may humble him/eF under thy mighty 
Hand, and alſo think it good for him to be 
afflicted, and patiently wait for the Lord, 
in hopes of Good out of this Evil, and at 
laſt an happy Concluſion of that long Viſi- 
tation. Bleſſed be thy Name, O Father of 
Mercies, that thou doſt not pour out all 
thy Wrath; but in Judgment thinkeſt up- 
on Mercy, o make the Affliction ſupport- 
able, give ſome Eaſe and Relaxation from 
torturing Pains, amd mingling many good 
Ingredients with this bitter Potion. O make 
him ſo ſenſible of thy Kindneſs, that he may 
be not only contented, but thanktul under 
thy Hand. | 
Yet that hzs Faith may not fail, nor 575 
Patience be wearied out, return, O Lord, 
at the laſt, and give thy Servant a Diſcharge 
from this Warfare, and ſay to the Afflicti- 
on, It 75 exorgh. Make him glad according 
to the Time wherein thou haſt afflicted , 
and wherein he hath ſuffered ſo much Ad- 
„ verlity. 
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verſity. And till thou ſhalt pleaſe to re- 
member Vim in ſuch Mercy, O grant that 
he may neither deſpiſe thy Chaſtening, nor 
faint under thy Rebukes ; but take all as 
he ought, and employ the Time which thou 
lende, and improve the Affliction which 
thou continueſt, as a gracious Opportunity 
for hi Soul's Advantage: That under the 
Decays of the outer Man, the Inner may 
be rewarded Day by Day; and all chat is 
wanting in his ſpiritual Concerns, may be 
filled up; and whatever pertains to hzs 
everlaſting Salvation be promoted and per- 
tected, thro' the Riches of thy Grace, and 
the Multitude of thy Merctes in Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 


— —y 


q 4 Prayer for a Perſon that is Lame in 
his Szckmneſs. 


From M. 


Lewis. 


Almighty God, who art Eyes 
to the blind, and Feet to the 


lame, who makeſt ſore, aud hindeſt up: Have 


pity, we entreat thee, on thy Servant, who 
is likewiſe lame in bs Szckreſs. Help him 
in this his Diſtreſs, and bleſs, we pray thee, 
the Means made uſe of for hig Cure, that 
he may again walk and not faint, Make 
him ſenſible of thy Deſign in viſiting him 
with 
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with this Affliction; cauſe him to remem- 
ber, how in his Strength and Vigour, he has 


walked after his own Counſels, and the De- 


fires of hi own Heart: And let hin fee 
that thou haſt lift up thy Hand againſt him, 
for this very purpoſe, that he may learn to 
walk more humbly with thee, and turn 575 
Feet to thy Teſtimonies. O be gracious 
unto thy Servant, and heal hm of what is 
fuch an Hindrance to him, as to keep him 
from [ * getting his dai= 
ly Bread or] enjoying the „ = by ine Bees 
4 * e Perſon pray d fer 1 
Comforts of Life, and able to live without Labour. 


frequenting thy holy 


Temple. Deliver him from the painful and 
uneaſie Confinement he is under, and grant 
im again the Liberty of going to thy Houſe, 
and worfhipping thee in thy Sanctuary, 
with the Voice of Joy and Praiſe. But, O 
Lord, not our Will, but thine be done. 
Thou knoweſt better what is good for us, 
that we our ſelves, and 'tis in Wiſdom that 
thou afflicteſt us. Help therefore thy Ser- 
vant to caſt his Burden on thee, who wilt 
never ſuffer him to be moved. Give h:in2 
Patience that he may bear his Pains without 
Murmuring, and wait the Time of hzs De- 
liverance rom them without Uneaſineſs; 
ſatisfie him of thy Care over him, and thy 
tender Regard to him; and in thy good 
N 2 Time 
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Time reſtore him to the perfect Uſe of his 
Limbs again, that we thy Servants toge- 
ther with him may give Thanks in the 
great Congregation for thy Kindneſs to him, 
in making the Lame walk, for Jeſus Chriſt 
his fake. Amen. 


J 4 Prayer far one that is Bed-rid. 


* 3 4 Lord our God, who are art the 
2 Father of Mercies, and the 
God of all Comſort, our Strength in Time 
of Trouble, and who haſt Mercy on thine 
Afflicted! Have Pity, we entreat thee on 
this Melancholy and forlorn Condition of 
thy Servant. Thou hait long ſince confi- 
ned him a Priſoner to hzs Bed, and ſeemeſt 
to have paſſed Sentence on him, that he ſhall 
never come down from this Bed on which 
he is gone up. O do thou be pleaſed to 
ſweeten this Confinement to him ! Sup- 
port Yig Spirits, which are apt to droop un- 

der it; refreih ie Mind, which is apt to 
be uueaſie and melancholy at the Thought 
of it. Do thou make hs Bed for him, that | 
it may be caſie and comfortable to him. 
Cauſe him to remember thee, and meditate 
on thee, in the Night-watches. Give Sleep | 
to his Eyes, and Slumber to his Eye-lids, | 
and ſo his Bed may comfort him under hi- 
Confinement to it, and eaſe hi Complaint |. 
| a” 
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of being always in it: Make him to com- 
mune with his own Heart : Let him make 
this Advantage of hzs Solitude, to ſearch and 
try his Ways ; calmly to debate within Him- 


ſelf the Manner of his acting, that fo he may 


ſee in what he hath done amiſs, and may 
turn unto the Lord with all His Heart and 
Soul. Let this Affliction be a Means to pre- 
pare him for the Enjoyment of thy Preſence, 
in which is Fulneſs of Joy; and let him be 
the more patient under it for that Reaſon. 
Make him thanktul that thou haſt by this 
Means kept him from the Company of thoſe 
whoſe evil Communication might have 
corrupted him; and haſt taken him out of 
a World, by whole Snares and Temptati- 
ons he might have been prevailed with 
to forſake thee, and turn from the Way 
of thy Commandments ; that thou haſt 
takes this Way to ſecure hin to thy elf, 
and make him a Partaker of thy Joy. And, 
O grant that he may not by Murmuring 
and Repining hinder this thy Deſire, being 
fulfill'd in him, but that he may make ſuch 
Uſe of the Leiſure and Opportunity he hath 
now given him, as to make his Peace with 
thee, and be fitted tor the Enjoyment of 
thine Inheritance with the Saints in Light, 
for Jeſus Chritt his ſake. Amen. 
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« A Prayer for a Perſon troubled in Mind 


or iu Conſcience. 


N Bleſted Lord, the Father of 

* Mercies, and the God of all 
Comforts, we beſeech thee look down in 
Pity and Compaſhon upon this thy afflict- 
ed Servant. Thou writelt bitter Things a- 
gainſt him, and makeft hin to poſſeſs His 
tormer Iniquities; thy Wrath lieth hard 
upon him, and his Soul is full of Trouble. 
But, O mereiful God, who haſt written 
thy holy Word for our Learning, that we 
thro* Patience and Comfort of thy holy 
Scriptures might have Hope; give him a 
right Underſtanding of hie, and of thy 
Threats and Promiſes, that he may neither 
caſt away hi, Confidence in thee, nor place 
it any where but in thee. Give n Strength 
againſt all hi Temptations, and heal all bzs 
Diſtempers. Break not the bruiſed Reed, 


nor quench the ſinoaking Flax. Shut not 


up thy tender Mercies in Diſpleaſure, but 
make him to hear of Joy and Gladnefs, 
that the Bones which thou haſt broken may 
rejoyce, Deliver hin from the Fear of the 
Enemy, and lit up the Light of thy Coun- 
tenance upon hin, and give him Peace, thro? 
the 
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the Merits and Meditation of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Aer. 


¶ Another for the ſame, or for one under deep 
Melancholy and Dejeftion of Spirit. 


ow Moſt good and gracious Lord, 

* thou knoweſt our Frame, 
and art a God full of Compaſſion to pity and 
relieve thy Servants, under their Trouble 
and Oppreſſion. Look down, we humbly 
pray thee, with thy wanted Pity, and re- 
member in tender Mercy the Work of thy 
Hands, our diſconſolate Friend, this trou- 
bled Soul, that is even diſtracted in ſuffer- 
ing thy Terrors: Thy Wrath lies hard up- 
on him, and all thy Waves are gone over 
him; they diſturb his Peace, oppreſs hs 
Mind, and make him unfit rightly to uſe 
hs Reaſon, or diſcharge his Duty. O 
thou that ſpakeft the. Winds and Waves 1n- 
to Obedience and Calmneſs, ſettle and quiet 
his diſcompoſed Thoughts; ſpeak Peace 
and Satisfaction to Hg troubled Mind, and 
give him Comfort and ſure Confidence in 
the Senſe of thy Pardon and Love. Lord, 
help hzs Unbeliet, and encreaſe his Faith. 
Tho' he now walks in the Valley and Sha- 
dow of Death, let thy Rod and thy Staff 
comfort him. Let hin truſt in the Name 
ol the Lord, aad ſtay upon hi, God. In 

N the 
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the Multitude of the Thoughts and Sor- 
rows that he hath in hs Heart, O let thy | 
Comfort come in to refreſh hzs Soul. Be | 1 
thou pleaſed, Lord, to deliver and eaſe | _ 
him of the Load that lies upon his Spirit: 
And let in a Beam of thy heavenly Light 

to ſcatter and diſpel all the Clouds and 
Darkneſs, in which hr Mind is wrapt up. 

O direct to the Means moſt proper for his 
Help. and bleſs and proſper them ſo, that | 
they may be effectual to promote % Reco 
very out of this ſad and doletul Eſtate. In- 
cline hzs Ears to wholeſome Countels, and 
faſhion hig, Heart to receive due Impreſſi- 
ons: O- gracious Father, pity Y½, Frailty, 

and forgive his Sin: Heal him, O Lord, | 
both in Soul and Body, and rebuke , Di- 
ſtemper ſo, that hs dilquieted Soul. may re- 

turn to its Reſt. O raiſe im up, and make 

him whole; yea, make haſte, O Lord, to 
ſhew ſuch Mercy upon im, even for thine 

own Mercies Sake, in Jeſus Chriſt our bleſ- 

ſed Saviour and Redecmer. 


© £0009 Efend him, O moſt gracious | 
Patrick, — : : | 
Father, from diſhonouring | 

thee and e Religion, by diſtruſting thy | 
Goodneſs, and calling thy Loving-Kind- 
nels in queſtion towards thoſe that are fin- | 
cerely bent to pleate thee. 


Re- 
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Remove all troubleſome Imaginations 
from him, and give him a clear Under- 
ing of thee and of hzm/eff, that no cauſeleſs 
Fears and Jealouſies may overwhelm hz, 


nor hzs Heart fink within him, from any un- 


profitable Sadneſs and Dejections of Spirit. 
Compoſe therefore, we beſeech thee, his 
broken and diſturb'd Thoughts, quiet hzs 
troubled and diforder'd Mind, and appeaſe 
all the Ragings and Tumults of %, Soul, by 
a ſweet Senſe of thy tender Mercies, and of 
the Love of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to Man- 
kind. keep him from making any raſh 


Judgments and Concluſions of h:m/e/f, and 


much more from charging thee fooliſhly; 
and give him ſo much Light and Judgment 
amidit all the Darkneſs and Confuſion of Hi 
Thoughts, that he may not think himſelf 
torſaken by thee, but rather that he may 
firmly believe, that if he does the belt he 
can, thou requireſt no more of hn. And 
good Lord, enable hm to look beyond 
theſe Clouds, to that bleſſed Place whither 
his Saviour is gone before, in which there 
is no Darkneſs at all; and (in an humble 
Hope of coming to the ſame Place where he 
is) to content himſelf with any Condition 
whillt he is here, ſo far remote from that 
Region of Light and Glory. 


Har 


. 
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Hear us, molt merciful and loving Fa- 
ther, and hide not thy ſelf from our Pray- 
ers. Strengthen the weak and teeble En- 
deavours of this thy Servant; ſupport hzs 
fainting Spirit, and cauſe it humbly to hope 
in thee for ever. Confirm and eſtabliſh 
every good Thought, Deſire, and Purpoſe, 
which thou haſt wrought in hi; perfect 
that which thou haſt begun; make him to 
grow in Wiſdom, Faith, Love, and willing 
Obedience: Conduct him hereafter ſo eaſily 
and ſteadily, peaceably and quietly, ſo 
cheertully and tecurely in thy Ways, that 
he may glority thee whilſt he lives, and 
when he comes to be removed from this 
troubleſome World, may reſign his Soul in- 
to thy merciful Hands, with a pious Con- 
fidence and holy Hope of a joyful Reſur- 
rection to come, thro' the Merits of thy 
Son jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


4 4 Prayer for one under Fears and Doubts 
as to the Goodneſs of his ſpiritual Condi- 
tion, or that is under perplexing Thoughts 
ana Scruples about his Duty. 


From Ax. 
Kertleweil. 


Lord our God, we come un- 
to thee in behalf of this thy 
Servant, whole Soul is caſt down and dit- 
quicted within m, by reaſon of the hy 
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he has of not being in thy Favour, and not 
accepted by thee. He queſtions «4 hether 
he has not all along preſumed on the Good- 
neſs and Safety of hzs Condition, without 
having any Reaſon for it. And tor this 
the Sorrows of his Heart are enlarged, and 
he is brought very low. To thee theretore 
we cry on his Account, that thou wouldeſt 
be pleaſed :o hear him ſpeedily, and bring 
his Soul out of Priſon. Remove from hz, 
we entreat thee, all frightiu! Apprehenſi- 
ons, all perplexing Doubts aud Scruples 


about hzs Duty, which will either hinder 


him from doing it at all, or make him to do it 
heavily, and with a troubled Mind. Let V7 
not indulge hzs Fears as a Sign of Tenderneſs 
of Spirit, and the Fruits of thy Grace, but 
rather let him labour againſt them, as hi ſpi- 
ritual Diſeaſe, or as Satan's Temptations. 
O make him ſatisfied and ſettled in a 
right Underſtanding of all good Things, and 
careful in the Obſervance of them, and do 
thou expel by the Light of thy Countenance 


all thoſe Miſts of Darkneſs which cloud and 


obſcure hi Soul, that he may not unnece(- 
ſarily be dejected and diſtruſtful of 4::/e1f, 
or diſhonourably jealous of thee. eliver 
bim from all Hs Offences that do provoke 
thee to hide thy Face from im, and make 
him ſo much a Stranger to Peace and Com- 


tort, 
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the Multitude of the Thoughts and Sor- 
rows that he hath in his Heart, O let thy 
Comfort come in to refreſh hig Soul. Be 
thou pleaſed, Lord, to deliver and eaſe 
him of the Load that lies upon his Spirit: 
And let in a Beam of thy heavenly Light 
to ſcatter and diſpel all the Clouds and 
Darkneſs, in which hir Mind is wrapt up. 
O direct to the Means moſt proper for h:s 
Help. and bleſs and proſper them fo, that 
they may be effectual to promote hi, Reco- 
very out of this ſad and doleful Eſtate. In- 
cline hzs Ears to wholeſome Counſels, and 
faſhion his Heart to receive due Impreſſi- 


ons: O- gracious Father, pity , Frailty, 


and forgive his Sin: Heal him, O Lord, 
both in Soul and Body, and rebuke hzs Di- 
ſtemper ſo, that hzs diſquieted Soul may re- 
turn to its Reſt. O raiſe im up, and make 
him whole; yea, make haſte, O Lord, to 
ſhew ſuch Mercy upon him, even for thine 


own Mercies Sake, in Jeſus Chriſt our bleſ- 


{ed Saviour and Redeemer. 


2 Efend him, O moſt gracious 
. Fatlier, from diſhonouring 


| thee and 77. Religion, by diſtruſting thy 


Goodneſs, and calling thy Loving-Kind- 
neſs in queſtion towards thoſe that are fin- 


cerely bent to pleaſe thee. 


Re- 
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Remove all troubleſome Imaginations 
from him, and give him a clear Under- 
ing of thee and of himſelf, that no cauſeleſs 
Fears and Jealouſies may overwhelm him, 
nor his Heart ſink within him, from any un- 
profitable Sadneſs and Dejections of Spirit. 
Compoſe therefore, we beſeech thee, his 
broken and diſturb'd Thoughts, quiet his - 
troubled and diſorder'd Mind, and appeaſe 
all the Ragings and Tumults of hig Soul, by 
a ſweet Senſe of thy tender Mercies, and of 
the Love of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to Man- 
kind. keep him from making any raſh 
Judgments and Concluſions of 1 and 
ooliſhly; 

and give him ſo much Light and judgment 
amidſt all the Darkneſs and Confuſion of hzs 
Thoughts, that he may not think himſe/F 
forſaken by thee, but rather that he may 
firmly believe, that it he does the beſt he 
can, thou requireſt no more of him. And 
good Lord, enable him to look beyond 


theſe Clouds, to that bleſſed Place whither 


his Saviour is gone before, in which there 
is no Darkneſs at all; and (in an humble 
Hope of coming to the ſame Place where he 
is) to content himſelf with any Condition 
whilſt he is here, ſo far remote from that 
Region of Light and Glory. 


Har 


190 Occaſional Prayers for the Sick. 

Hear us, molt merciful and loving Fa- 
ther, and hide not thy ſelf from our Pray- 
ers. Strengthen the weak and teeble En- 
deavours of this thy Servant; ſupport his 
fainting Spirit, and cauſe it humbly to hope 
in thee for ever. Confirm and ettabliſh 
every good Thought, Deſire, and Purpoſe, 
which thou haſt wrought in hin.; perfect 


that which thou haſt begun; make him to. 


grow in Wiſdom, Faith, Love, and willing 
Obedience: Conduct him hereafter fo eaſily 
and ſteadily, peaceably and quietly, fo 
cheerfully and ſecurely in thy Ways, that 
he __ thee whulft he lives, and 
when 

troubleſome World, may reſign his Soul in- 
to thy mercitul Hands, with a pious Con- 
fidence and holy Hope of a joytul Refur- 
rection to come, thro' the Merits of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


q A Prayer far one under Fears and Doubts 


as to the Goodneſs of his ſpiritual Condi- 
tion, or that is under perplexing Thoughts 
aud Scruples about his Daty. 


_ Lord our God, we come un- 
Kerdewel. to thee in behalf of this thy 
Servant, whole Soul is caſt down and dit- 
quicted within him, by reaſon of the Four 


comes to be removed from this 
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he has of not being in thy Favour, and not 
accepted by thee. - He queſtions whether 
he has not all along preſumed on the Good- 
neſs and Safety of hi, Condition, without 
having any Reaſon for it. And for this 
the Sorrows of his Heart are enlarged, and 


he is brought very low. To thee therefore 


we cry on his Account, that thou wouldeſt 
be pleaſed to hear him ſpeedily, and bring 
his Soul out of Priſon. Remove from him, 
we entreat thee, all frightiul Apprehenſi- 
ons, all perplexing Doubts and Scruples 
about hzs Duty, which will either hinder 
him from doing it at all, or make him to do it 


- heavily, and with a troubled Mind. Let him 


not indulge þ:s Fears as a Sign of Tenderneſs 
of Spirit, and the Fruits of thy Grace, but 
rather let him labour againſt them, as hz ſpi- 
ritual Diſeaſe, or as Satan's Temptations. 
O make him ſatisfied and ſettled in a 
right Underſtanding of all good Things, and 
careful in the Obſervance of them, and do 
thou expel by the Light of thy Countenance 
all thoſe Mitts of Darkneſs which cloud and 
obfcure hi, Soul, that he may not unneceſ- 
ſarily be dejected and diſtruſtful of h:»/e1f, 
or diſhonourably jealous of thee. Deliver 
bim from all Hs Offences that do provake 
thee to hide thy Face from im, and make 
him ſo much a Stranger to Peace and Com- 


tort, 
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fort, and cauſe him to be delighted with 
doing thy Will, and to place hig chief Sa- 
tistaction in acting fo as is moſt agreeable 
to thee, thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


4] eA Prayer for one who is hurried with 
wicked and blaſphemons Thoughts. 


From Mr. 


E Lord God, who art the Fa- 


ther of our Spirits, and to 
whom all Thoughts are open, and all De- 
fires known ; we humbly entreat thy fa- 
therly Goodneſs to ſuccour and relieve this 
thy Servant, who labours under the Burden 
of wicked Thoughts, and blaſphemous 
Suggeſtions. Thou knoweſt, O Lord, how 
painful and uneaſy ſuch Thoughts are to 
him, how contrary to the Senſe he has of 
thy Excellencies and Perfections, and how 
earneſtly he deſires to be freed from them. 
Thou ſeeſt how much hs Soul is caſt down. 
and how diſquieted hig Spirit is within 
him. That at theſe helliſh Suggeſtions hzs 
Heart trembles, and is moved as 1t were 
out of its Place. And tho? the Troubles 
of his Heart are thus enlarged, he finds no 
Way to be brought out of hs Dittrels. To 
thee therefore we humbly preſume to ap- 
ply our ſelves, and to entreat that thou wilt 


look upon 7, Affliction and 47s Pain, =_ 
| Or- 
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forgive him all his Sins. We know, O Lord, 
that nothing is impoſſible with thee, that 
thou ſtoppeff the Raging of the Seas, and 
canſt as eaſily rectify the tumultuous 


Power and Greatneſs be {hewn in healing 
the Mind of this thy Servant. Cleanſe 


the Thoughts of his Heart by the Inſpira- 


tion of thy holy Spirit. Suffer them not 
to be defiled by any wicked, prophane, or 
blaſpemous Suggeſtions mixing with 
them. But heal the Soul of thy Servant, 


— enabling him to ſtifle and ſuppreſs all 


ſuch Thoughts as tend to vex and torment 
it, to rob it of its Peace, and deprive it of 


its Innocence. To this end, enable thy 


Servant to keep all his Paſſions within due 
bounds, to be of an equal and fteady Tem- 
per, to be mild and gentle in his Behaviour, 
and neither to ſet his Hopes nor hie Fears 
too high. Make him to abide in the Cal- 
ling wherein he is called, and not forſake 
the Station wherein thy Providence has 
placed him, but to his Duty in that State 
of Lite to which thou haſt called him. Let 
him not think the worſe of thee, or accuſe 
thy Providence of want of Care of him; 
ſince if thou pleaſedſt thou mighteſt have 
permitted ſuch Thoughts to have continu- 
cd perpetually withcut any Intermiſhon, 
or 


Thoughts of a raging Mind. O let thy 
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or at leaſt to have viſited him much oftner, 
and in a more frightful manner, without 
the leaſt Diminution of thy Juſtice. Make 
him ſenſible, therefore, of the wiſe and kind 
Reaſons of theſe Afflictions; that if they 
are duly improved, they may be powerful 
Prefervatives of Hi Soul againft the prevail- 
ing Sins of a looſe Age; may leſſen his In- 
clinations to the Enjoyments of this Life, 
and deaden his Appetite to ſenſual Pleaſure 
and the periſhing Goods of this World; that 
by theſe Afflictions he may be diſpoſed to 


compaſſionate the Sufferings of others, and 


leſs to envy their Height and Profperity ; 
that they tend to make him more to fell Au 
own Infirmities, and to perceive the Want 
of divine Aſſiſtance, and to carry hzs 
Thoughts to Heaven: All which Advanta- 
ges ſhew, that it is inFaithfulnefs that thou 
afflicteſt Mankind; and that altho' for the 
prefent all Affliction is grievous, yet it is 
our own Fault it it does not work out for us 


a more exceeding and eternal weight of 


Glory. But in vain, O God! are all theſe 
Conſiderations, unleſs thou pleaſeſt to ſet 
them home on our Minds. To thee there- 
fore we addreſs our ſelves, that thou wouldſt 


open the Eyes of this thy Servant, that he 


may ſec and know the wile and gracious 
Ditpenſations of thy Providence, and by 
hum- 


58. 
|; 
1 
& 
2, 
| 
Mg 
2 
\ 
* 


Occaſional Prayers for the Sick. 195 
humbling himſelf under them, may be at 
laſt liſted up, and made a Partaker of that 
Peace and Joy which thou beſtoweſt on all 
thy faithful Servants. Grant this for Jeſus 


Chriſt his Sake our only Mediator and Ad- 


vocate. 


1 4 Prayer for one who 15 afflifted with a : 
prophane Miſtral? of divine Truths, and 
blaſpemous Thoughts. | 

From Mr, J Moſt gracious God, who by 

n O the Power of thy Spirit art 


only able to cure our Sickneſs, and over- 
come the Unrulineſs of our Minds; protect 


this thy Servant, we humbly and earneſtly 


entreat thee, againſt all prophane Doubts 
and Miſtruſts of thy Truths, and againſt 
all blaſphemous Thoughts and Suggeſtions 
about divine Things, which either þ7s own 
melancholy and diſorder'd Fancy, or the 
buſie and wicked Adverſary, are ready to 
repreſent and ſuggeſt to him. 

Never ſuffer them, O God, to ſtagger 
and weaken his Faith, nor to hinder or-clog 
his Practice; nor, if thou pleaſeſt, by their 
weariſome Conflicts, to be a Pain and Bur- 
den to his Lite. Preſerve him not only 
from the Sin, but if it may ſeem good to 
thy fatherly Wiſdom, from the Temptation 
2 and from the Trouble and Sorrow of 
them. 
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But if it be thy bleſſed Will to continue 
theſe prophane and terrifying Thoughts for 
his Tryal and Humiliation; Lord, make 
him ſenſible, and comfort hzs diſturbed 
Heart with the Senſe thereof, that it will 
not be imputed as a Sin to him, to the Tem- 
ted therewith, but to yield to the Temp- 
tation; Convince him that in thy Sight he 
is not guilty of the ſame, whilſt he neither 
believes nor gives Place to them; not al- 
tering or abating either his Faith or 5 
Practice thereupon. Let him know, that 
theſe diſtruſtful and blaſphemous Thoughts 
are the Enemies Sin, who to try and tempt 
him, ſtudiouſly and wickedly ſuggetts them, 
not his, who inſtead of hearkening thereto, 
and complying therewith, immediately re- 
fiſts them as ſoon as he perceives them, 
and caſts them out with Horror and Indig- 
nation. : 

Oh that during this Trial he may learn 
to depend entirely upon thee, without 
whom be can do nothing, that as often as 
theſe prophane Thoughts are thrown into 


his Mind, he may find Grace to overcome 
them, and without the leaſt Allowance or 
Delay, to throw them out again, and that 
be may leara to bear with himſelf, and to 
ſhew Patience under them, as under every 


other Affliction and Trial of thy ordering, 
truit- 
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truſting to thy Grace to aſſiſt him, and to 
thy Mercy to accept him, whilſt he is hum- 
bly labouring under the ſame ; and to thy 
Goddneſs, to rid him of them in thy due 
Time, for our dear Lord and only Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Amer. 


JA Prayer for one under the Dread of God's 
Wrath, and everlaſiine Damnation. 


1232 Almighty God, the Aid of all 

8 85 that need, and the Helper of 
them that flee to thee for Succour; accept, 
we beſeech thee, the Prayers that we now 
put up for this thy Servant, labouring un- 
der the diſmal Apprehenſions of thy Wrath. 
O, who may ſtand in thy Sight when once 
thou art angry? hi Fleſh trembles for Fear 
of thee, and he is afraid of thy Judgments. 
He is not able to bear up under the Thoughts 
of thy Diſpleaſure, that thy Mercy is clean 
gone, and that thou wilt ſhew im Favour 


no more. 


But do not thou, O God, enter into 
Judgment with im; make him ſenſible 
that tho' the Wages of Sin be Death, yet 
the Gift of God is eternal Lite : 'That thou 
hateſt the Death of a Sinner, and art not 
willing that any ſhould periſh : That thou 
always puniſheſt leſs than we deſerve, and 

O in 
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in the midſt of Judgment remembreſt Mer- 
cy : Oh do thou ſet this home on hi Mind, 
that ſo he may be brought off from i Di- 
ſtruſt of thy Mercy, and thinking hig Sins 

b thee, For his Sake 
who ſuffer'd on the Croſs, and made there a 
full, perfect and ſufficient Sacrifice, Obla- 
tion and Satisfaction for the Sins of the 
whole World, deliver him from thy Wrath, 
and from everlaſting Damnation. Hide 
not thy Face from him, but revive hig Soul 
with a Senſe of thy Love, and the Hopes 
of thy Pardon, and obtaining the Joy of 
thy Salvation; that ſo he may be raiſed a- 
gain from this DejeEtion he is now afflict- 
ed with, and may ſhew with Gladneſs what 
thou halt done for hzs Soul; all which we 


are unpardonable 


humbly beg tor Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 
q 4 Prayer for a Lunatick. 


From Mr. 


Jenks. Lord, the only wiſe God, thou 


2 and righteous in all that ever thou 
doſt, though the Reaſon and Meaning of 


giveſt Underſtanding, and ta- 
keſt it away as thou pleaſeſt ; and thou art 


} 
many of thy Works is unknown to us, yer | 
ſtill thou knoweſt well what thou haſt to 
do: And we mult be dumb, and not open 
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our Mouths, when its thy doing. The 
Strokes which thou haſt laid on thy poor 
Creature Mud be juſt{ipÞdn any of us; and 
we muſt acknowledge it owing wholly to 
thy Mercy that it is any better with us : But 
in tender Compaſſion of hir pitiable Condi- 
tion, we take upoſ u 68 558 thy merciful 
Relief in his behalf; for thou, Lord, that 


giveſt Senſe and Aiſcretion, canſt as eaſily 


JT” £8 FF eY 


renew them when impair'd; and thou that 


madeſt thy Servant out of nothing, canſt 
2 him to uſe his Reaſon right as he 
OuUgnrt., 

80 diſpel the Clouds in which now hzs 
Soul is wrapt up; that he may come to a 
good Underſtanding of himſelt, and a right 
Mind. Reduce and heal hi craz d and 


his Paſſions, pacify and compole his _ 


/ with, the Ad 
vice of hig Friends, till He ſhall be in a bet- 


ter Capafity to manage and help himſelf. 
| O 


2 And 


— 


| i = 
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And where no Means will reach to work | 
the Cure; thou that canſt open the Doors 
which are barr'd againſt us, and art never | 


at ſuch a Loſs but thou knoweſt how to 


deliver : O reveal thy glorious Arm to bring 
Salvation from above, and command that | 
Deliverance which is out of our Proſpect to 
ſee effected. That thy Name may have all 
the Glory of ſuch thy great and wonderful 


Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
q 4 Prayer for natural Fools or Madmen. 


deere ) Almighty and moſt merciful 
Father, pity, we entreat | 


thee, this thy poor Creature, who knows | 


Kettlewell. 


not his own Wants, nor how to ask for thy 


Mercies : But as he is not capable of do- 


ing Things to pleaſe thee, fo let nothing 


which he doth oftend thee. He is ſtill as | 
an Infant, O God, not arrived to the Uſe | 


of Reaſon: O deal with Him as thou doſt 
with them, and as ſuch admit him into 


* Omit this Clauſe 


evho have been mad tor thy Child m Baptiſm, 


fence they came to 


thc . | 
Uſe of Rein. and has done nothing ſince 


to forfeit the Claims of 


Mercy and Bliſs made over to him therein, 
and belonging to that Relation; 1 O let 
them be fulfilled and made good to him in 
their Time. And 


the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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And as hig want of Underſtanding unfits 
him to do any Thing for thee, fo doth it 
likewiſe to do any Thing for h:z:/e/f; and 
therefore he needs to have the more done 
for him by thee, and by the good Inſtru- 
ments of thy Providence. O let thy Care, 


good Lord, ſupply the Wants of hig own. 


Give thy holy Angels Charge to him as 
they do to belpleſs Children. Give thy 
Saints, and thoſe who are any way con- 
cern'd with him, the Inclination to be Un- 
derſtanding; and Eyes, and Feet, and Hands 
to him, as to one who is as if He had none 
of theſe of his own, but wants to have 
them ſupplied out of thy Proviſion ; and 
do thou in thy Wiſdom prevent thoſe Evils 
which he can't foreſee, and put thoſe by 
which he wants Underitanding to remove ; 
eſpecially, O Lord, keep him from doing 
any Thing that is miſchievous, either to o- 
thers or to himſelf. 9 88 

Oh, thou who art found of them that 
ſeek thee not, ſhew Mercy to this thy Ser- 
vant, who extreamly needs thee, tho' he 
can't ſeek unto thee; thou, O Lord, knoweſt 
his Wants, though he is inſenſible and igno- 
rant of them : And tho? he cannot ſpeak tor 
himſelf, yet his Wants ſpeak and cry aloud 
for him. Oh hear their Cry, which calls 
to thee for Pity. Hear us for him who is 
O 3 not 
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not able to ask for himſel, and grant him 
thy ſpecial Care at preſent, and thy Peace 
at the laſt, thro* the Merits and Mediation 
of thy dear Son our only Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 


— — 


— 


¶ Proper P/alms for a fick Perſon at Sea. 
4 


1.QAVE me, O God, for the Waters 
are gone in even unto my Soul, 


Pſal. 69. 1. 


2. I am come into deep Waters, ſo that 


the Floods run over me, Pſal. 69. 2. 


3. The Floods are riſen, O Lord, the 
Floods have lift up their Voice: the Floods | 


lift up their Waves, P/zl. 93. 4. 


4. The Waves of the Sea are mighty, 
and rage horribly, but yet the Lord who | 


_ dwelleth in Heaven is mightier, Pſal. 93. 5. 
5. He maketh the Storm to ceaſe, fo that 
the Waves thereof are ſtill, P/a/. 107. 29. 


6. Wherefore, unto thee, O Lord, do ] | 
cry in my Trouble: Deliver me out of my | 


Diltreſs, P/al. 107. 28. 


7. Thou ſhalt ſhew us wonderful Things 
in thy Righteouſneſs, O God of our Salva- 
tion: Thou that art the Hope of all the 

Ends 
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Ends of the Earth, and of them that re- 


| main in the broad Sea, Pſal. 65. 5. 


8. Iwill cry unto thee, Thou art my 


Father, my God, and the Rock of my Sal- 
vation, P/al. 8g. 26. 


8. Withdraw not thou thy Mercy from 
me, O Lord, let thy Loving Kindneſs and 
Truth always preſerve me, P/al. 40. 14. 

10. For innumerable Troubles are come 
about me, my Sins have taken ſuch hold 
upon me, that I am not able to look up; 
yea, they are more in Number than the 
Hairs of my Head, and my Heart hath fail- 
ed me, P/al. 40. 15. | 

11. O Lord, let it be thy Pleaſure to de- 
liver me: Make haſte, O Lord, to help 
me, P/al. 40. 16. | 

| II. 
1. YU of the Deep have I called un- 

\ to thee, O Lord; Lord hear my 
Voice, P/al. 130. 1. 

2. O let thine Ears conſider well the 
Voice of my Complaint, Pſal. 130. 2. 

3. For I am helpleſs and poor, and my 
Heart is wounded within me, P/. 109. 21. 

4. My Heart is diſquieted within me, 
and the Fear of Death is fallen upon me, 
P/al. 55. 4. 


O 4 5. Fear- 
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5. Fearfulneſs and Trembling are come 
upon me, and an horrible Dread hath over- 
whelmed me, Pſal. 55. 5. 

6. IJ go hence like the Shadow that de- 
pants, and am driven away like a Grat- 

opper, P/al. 109. 22. 

7. O God, thou knowelt my Fooliſhneſs, 
and my Sins are not hid from thee, Pſa). 
69.5. 

8. Thou haſt laid me in the loweſt Pit; 
in a Place of Darkneſs, and in the Deep, 
Pſal. 88. 5. 

9. Thine Indignation lieth hard upon 
me, and thou haſt vexed me with all thy 
Storms, P/al. 88. 6. . 

10. Thou breakeſt me with a Tempeſt, 
and my Roarings are poured out like Wa- 
ters, Job 3. 24. 

11. O reject me not utterly, and be not 
exceeding Wrath againit thy Servant, La- 
ment. 5. 

12, For my Soul is full of Trouble, and 
my Lite draweth nigh unto Hell, P/al. 8 8. 2. 

13. I am brought into ſo great Trouble 
and Miſery, that I go mourning all the 
Day long, P/al. 38. 6. 

14. For my Loins are filled with a ſore 
Diſeaſe, and there is no whole Part in my 
Body, P/al. 38. 7. 


15. My 
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15- My Wounds ſtink and are corrupt, 

thro* my Fooliſhtteſs, Pſa]. 38. 5. 
16. Behold, O Lord, I am in Diſtreſs, 
my Bowels are troubled, my Heart is turn- 
ed within me, for I have grievoully rebel- 
led, Lament. 1. 20. 

17. Oh remember not the Sins and Of- 
fences of my Youth, but according to thy - 
Mercy think thou upon me, O Lord, tor 
thy Goodneſs, P/al. 25. 7. 

18. Take thy Plague away from me : I 
am even conſumed by the Means of thy 
heavy Hand, Pſal. 39. 11. 

19. When thou with Rebukes doft cha- 


. ſten Man for Sin, thou makeſt his Beauty 


to conſume away, like as.it were a Moth 
fretting a Garment: Every Man therefore 
is but Vanity, P/al. 39. 12. 

20. Hear my Prayer, O Lord, and with 
thine Ears conſider my Calling: Hold not 
thy Peace at my Tears, P/a/. 39. 13. 

21. For I am a Stranger with thee, and 
a Sojourner, as all my Fathers were, P/al. 
39. 14. 

22. O ſpare me a little, that T may reco- 
ver my Strength before I go hence and be 
no more ſeen, P/al. 39. 15. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

As it was in the beginning, &c. 
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q A Prayer for a fick Seaman. 


Moſt great and glorious Lord, God of 

our Salvation, the Ends of the Earth, 
and of them that remain in the broad Sea ; 
under whoſe powerful Protection we are a- 
like ſecure in every Place, and without 
whole Providence over us, we can no 
where be in Safety ; look down, we beleech 
thee, upon us thy unworthy Servants, who 
are called to behold thy Nonders in the ne. 
and to perform our ſeveral Duties in the 
great Waters. 3 

Thou art our Refuge and Strength, a very 
preſent Help in Trouble, and therefore we 
fly unto thee for Succeſs in all our Needs; 
but in particular now we come unto thee, 
for Mercy on our diſtreſſed Brother, whom 
thou haſt been pleaſed to viſit with the Rod 
of Affliction. 

The Waves of Death, O Lord, encompaſs 
him about, and the Sorrows of Hell take 
Hold upon him, 2 Sam. 22. 5, 6. 

O leave him not to himſelf, nor let him be 
given over to 4 Spirit of Slumber and Dark- 
nels, but open thou his Eyes, that he may be- 
hold the wondrous Things of thy Law,and help 
1m in all Things rightly to ſtate rs Accounts 
with thee 47s God; that fo from the __ 1 

NEL. 
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neſs of his Body he may find Health and 
Salvation to þzs Soul, which is the great 
End of all thy righteous Judgments and At- 
flictions that are ſent upon us. 

Let him ſeriouſly conſider and reflect 
within himſelf, from this ſmall Expreſſion of 
thy Diſpleaſure, what a dreadful thing it 
7s to fall into the Hands of the living God; 
and learn from thence, for ever after, if it 
ſhall pleaſe thee to raiſe him up again, to 
preſerve a more awful Senſe of thy divine 


Majeſty upon his Spirit, and to live more 
ſoberly, rigbteouſiy, and godlily, in this Pre- 
ſent World. | 


We know, O Lord, by ſad Experience, 
that many are the Enemies of Peace, and that 
the whole World lieth in Wickedneſs ; but let 
him not follow a Multitude to do Evil, nor 
| wg his Conſent to the Enticement of Sinners, 

ut. being perfectly redeemed from all vain 
Converſation, and renewed in the Spirit of 
his Mind, let him walk before thee Twith a 
3 Heart, and ſpend the Reſidue of 
zs Days in thy Faith and Fear. 

Or it otherwiſe thou haſt determin'd con- 
cerning him, O be pleaſed to give him ſuffi- 
cient Grace and Strength, and Time, to A 
make his Calling and Elettion ſure, before he | 
goes hence aud be no more ſeen. Revive his i 
drooping Spirits, fortity Hie Heart, and as 

| | ws 
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he decays in the outer, ſtrengthen him in 
the inner Man, by ſetting betore him the 
Hopes of a bleſſed Immortality, as an An- 
char of the Sous, both ſure and [ledfaſ?. 

In fine, O Lord, if thou art pleaſed to 
take him hence, be thou hi Life in Death, 
and conduct him ſafe from the troubleſome 
Waves of the World, into the Vi Waters of 
Comfort, even to that bleſſed Haven of Fe- 
licity, where he may no more be toſſed with 
the Tempeſt of Afliction, nor in danger of ma- 
king Shipwreck of his Faith, but may reſt ſe- 
cure from the ſtormy Winds and Tempeſis,and 
poſſeſs his Veſſel in Santtification and He- 
zour, in Peace and Security, and a full Frui- 
tion of Happineſs in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven for evermore. Amen. 


« A Prayer for a fick Soldier or Seaman. 


Moſt mighty Lord, the Fountain of 
Heaith and Life, Strength and Cou- 
rage, the Aid and Support of all that fly 
uato thee for Succour, with whom is no 
Reſpect of Perfons, but every one that fear- 
eth chee(whether he be rich or poor,learn'd 
or anlearn'd) it is accepted of thee, we be- 
ſeech thee mercifully to look down upon 
our poor Brother, who is now fallen under 
the Rod of thy heavy Ditpleaſure. _ 

S © 
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We know, O Lord, that all thy Juds- 
ments are principally intended for our good, 
in the End, by the Reformation of our 
Lives and Manners; and therefore we moſt 
humbly beſeech thee to let thy preſent 
Judgment have that good Effect upon our 
Brother, that he may lead the reft of his 
Life as a faithful Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt,and - 
not continue to harden h:s Heart, like Pha- 
raoh, againſt all the powerful and repeated 
Inſtances of thy Mercies and Judgments to- 
wards him. 

If thou haſt defign'd this Sickneſs ſhall 
terminate in his Death, O be pleaſed to 


fit and prepare him for it; or if otherwiſe 


in Mercy thou haſt determin'd to ſpare im, 
O let him not return to any of his former 
ſinful Courſes, but let him always keep in 
mind the Promiſe that he made to thee in 
Baptiſm, of renouncing the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, and which he now a- 
gain heartily renews (as we hope) in this 
his Day of Viſitation. 

We know, O Lord, that many Tempta- 
tions will unavoidably aſſault h in tlie 
State of Lite wherein he is engag'd, and 
therefore we moſt humbly beſeech thee to 
give him ſuch a Portion of thy bleſſed Spi- 
rit, as may enable him to fight with as much 
Reſolution and Courage againſt þ;s Spiritual 

Enemies. 


— — — — 
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Enemies, as the Nature of hig Poſt obliges 
him to do, upon a juſt Occaſion, againſt þzs 
temporal ; ever remembring that the great- 
eſt of Conqueſts, is that which is made up- 
on our ſelves, and that no Victory is ſo tru- 

ly brave and honourable, as that which is 
obtain'd over our Luſts and brutiſh Affe- 
Etions. bs 

Wherefore give him Grace, we beſeech | 
thee, O Lord, to abhor that which is Evil, | 
and to cleave to that which is Good; let all 
Blaſphemy and Prophaneneſs, all Riot and 
Drunkenneſs and Luxury, and Laſciviouſ- 
neſs be far from him, and let him careful- 
ly follow the Rule our Saviour hath ſet him, 
of doing Violence to no Man, accuſing no Man 
falſely,and being content with his ownWages; | 
ſo that having pat on the whole Armour of 
God, he may be able to ſtand againſt the Wiles 
of the Devil; and whenever thou ſhalt be 
pleaſed to put an end to his Warfare (ei- 
ther now or hereafter ) he may cheerſully 
reſign up hie Soul into thy Hands, in thoſe 
{weet and comfortable Words of the Apo- 
ſtle, I have fought a good Fight, I have fi- 

Aiſbed my Coarſe, I have kept the Faith, heuce- 

ö forth there is laid up for me a Crown of Rigb- 

: 


teonſneſs,which the Lord the righteous Judge 
*, fall give untoallthoſethat love and fear him, 
and put their Trafi in his Mercy. Amen. 


From Dr. 
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« eA Prayer for a Perſon condemn'd to die. 


(Mot juſt and holy Lord God, 
who bringeſt to Light the hid- 
den Things of Darknels, and by thy juſt and 
wiſe Providence, doſt bring Sin to Shame 
and Puniſhment ; diſappointing the Hopes 
of wicked Men; viſiting their Sins upon 
them in this preſent Lite, that thou mayeſt 
deter others from the Evil of their Ways, 
and fave their Souls in the Day of our Lord 
Jeſus : O Lord! in Mercy look down upon 


Inet. 


this thy Servant, who now is before thee to 
confeſs thy Juſtice in making him a fad Ex- 


ample to others. He with Sorrow and 
Shame confefles it would be juſt with 
thee, ſhould Death eternal be the Wages 
of hig Sins, and everlaſting Sorrow the Re- 


compence of his Iniquity. He has, we 


confeſs, O Lord! {lighted thy Mercy, and 
abuſed thy Goodneſs, and has theretore no 
Reaſon to expect any other than to be made 
an everlaſting Sacrifice to thy Juſtice. When 
thou haſt by the Miniſtry of thy Word, 
and the Interpoſition of thy Providence call'd 
him to Repentance, he has ſtopt ig Ears, 
and {lighted thine Admonitions. O! how 
juſt therefore would it be now with thee to 
itop thine Ears, and not to hear mp 

this 
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this Day of Trouble, when Diſtreſs and 
Anguiſh is come upon him! How oft has 


be made a mock of thy tender Offers of 


Grace and Mercy? How juſt would it 
therefore be with thee to mock now hzs Ca- 
lamity is come upon him, and when thy 
juit Judgments have overtaken him? He 
confeſſes that he hath hardened Yi, Heart, 
notwithſtanding all thy Importunites to 
him to repent and live: That he has ſtill 
gone on from one Wickneſs to another, 
with greedineſs acting over the Works of 
Darkneſs, and even hating to be reform- 
ed: That he has notoriouſly broken 519 
Baptiſmal Vows, and Engagements, and 
thereby given Encouragement to the EnE- 
mies of our moſt holy Faith to blaſpheme 
and ſpeak ill of it: And that on theſe Ac- 
counts he has nothing to expect but that 
thou ſhouldſt deal with him according to 


his Sins, and reward him according to the 


Multitude of hzs Offences. But thou, O 
God, haſt been pleaſed to declare, that 
with thee is Mercy and plenteous Redemp- 
tion: That thou willeſt not the Death of 
a Sinner, but rather that he ſhould repent 
and live. Thou halt ſo loved the World, 
that thou gaveſt thy only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever would believe in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaiting Late. 2 

et 


Fry ww mw wy 


Occaſional Prayers for the Sick 213 


let not him, hom we are now commend- 


ing to thy Mercy, for ever periſh and be 
| Jott. 


Tho? he be one of the chiefeſt of Sin- 


ners, yet for thine own fake, who delight- 
eſt in ſhewing Mercy; for thy Son's fake, 
' who came on purpoſe to call Sinners to 
Repentance, and ſhed even his Blood for 


the remiſſion of Sins ; have mercy upon 


a poor Wretch, that owns he deſerves eter- 


nally to die. Pardon and forgive him, and 
let him find Mercy in this his time of need. 
Pardon, we earneſtly entreat thee, his wil- 
ful and his heedleſs Follies, hi, Errors and 
his crying and notorious Sins ; particularly 
that for which he is now to die. O Lord! 
thou God of Mercy, who art abundant in 
Goodneſs, have pity on the Work of thine 
own Hands: Look not on him as he is pol- 
luted with His own Sins, and made a par- 
taker of other Mens , but have a reſpe& 
to him thro' hzs Merits who came to take 
away the Sins of the World. Bury hzs Sins 
in his Grave, and however they may riſe 
in this World to ſhame him, let them ne- 
ver riſe in that which is to come, to con- 
demn him; and whatever he ſuffers here, 
let him be bleſſed hereafter, among them, 
whoſe Unrighteouſneſs is forgiven, and 
whoſe Sin is covered. However Men may 
in the Execution of Juftice, and to en 
others 
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others from bei ilty of the like Wick- 


edneſs, kill hi, Body ; let neither r Bo- | 
dy, nor his Soul, be deſtroyed in Hell, but | - 

let both be eternally ſaved, for Jeſus Cbhriſt 

his ſake, who died to fave Sinners. 4- | | 


men. 


f : 1 
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The Miniſtration of Publick BA p- 
* TISM of Infants, to be uſed in 
Churches. 


J The People are to be admoniſhed, that it is moſt convenient 

that iſm ſhould not be adminifterd but upon Sundays, and 

other Holy-days, when the moſt number of Perſons come to- 
gether ; as well for that theCongregation there preſent 
teſtiße the receiving of them that be newly baptized into the 

Number of Chriſt's Church, as alſo becauſe in rhe Baptiſm 

of Infants, every Man preſent may be put in remembrance 

of bir own Profeſſion made to God in his Baptiſm. For 

which cauſe alſo it is expedient that Baptiſm be miniſtred 

in the vulgar Tongue. Nevertheleſs (if Neceſſity ſorequire) 
Children may be baptized upon any other Day. 

4 And Note, That there ſhall be for every Male Child to be 
baptized, two Godfathers and one God mot ber; and for e- 
oy Female, one Godfather and two God mot bers. 

Jen there are Children to be baptixed, tbe Parent ſhall give 

knowledge thereof over Night, or in the Morning before the 

beginning of Morning Prayer, to the Curate. And then the 

Godfathers and Godmothers, and the People with the Chil- 

dren, muſt be ready at the Font, either immediately after 

the laft Leſſon at Morning Prayer, or elſe immediately af- 
ter the laſt Leſſon at Evening Prayer, as the Carate by bis 

Diſcretion ſhall appoint. And the Prieft coming to the Fons 

(which is then to be filled with pure Water) and ſtanding 

there, ſpall ſay, 


Q. H e this Child been already 


Baptized or no? 


e | Je anſwer No, then ſhall the Prieſt proceet as follows. 
3 P 2 8 
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TIF beloved, foraſmuch as all Men 


are conceived and born in Sin, and 
that our Saviour Chriſt faith, None can en- 
ter into the Kingdom of God except he be 
regenerate and born anew of Water and of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; I beſeech you to call up- 
on God the Father, through our Lord Je- 
ſns Chriſt, that of his bounteous Mercy he 
will grant his Child that Thing which by 
Nature he cannot have, that he may be 
baptized with Water and the holy Ghoſt, 
and received into Chriſt's holy Church, 
and be made @ /zvely Member of the lame: 


« Then ſhall the Prieſt ſay, 
Let us Pray. 


- 


thy great Mercy didſt fave Noah and 
his Family in the Ark from periſhing by 
Water, and alſo didſt ſafely lead the Chil- 
dren of 1/-ael thy People through the Red 
Sea, figuring thereby. thy holy Baptiſm ; 


and by the Baptiſm of thy well-beloved Son | 


| Jeſus Chriſt in the River Jordan, didſt ſan- 
ctifie Water to the myſtical waſhing away 
of Sin; We beſeech thee for thine infinite 
Mercies, that thou wilt mercifully look up- 
on this Child; waſh him, and ſanctifie him 
with the Holy Ghoſt, that he being * 
5 3 Vere 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, who of | 
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vered from thy Wrath, may be received in- 
to the Ark of Chriſt's Church; and being 
ſtedfaſt in Faith, joyful through Hope, and 
rooted in Charity, may fo paſs the Waves 
of this troubleſome World, that finally he 
may come to the Land of everlaſting Life, 
there- to reign with thee World without 
end, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amex. 


A LEnighty and Immortal God, the Aid of 
all that need, the Helper of all that flee 
to thee for Succour, the Life of them that 
believe, and the Reſurrection of the Dead; 
we call upon thee for 2077 Infant, that he 


coming to thy holy Baptiſm, may receive 


remiſſion of hig Sins by ſpiritual Regenera- 
tion. Receive him, O Lord, as thou haſt 
promiſed by thy well-beloved Son, ſaying, 


Ask, and ye ſhall have; ſeek, and ye ſhall 


find; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you: 
So give now unto us that ask; let us that ſeek, 
find; open the gate unto us that knock; that 
this Infant may enjoy the everlaſting Bene- 
diction of thy heavenly waſhing, and may 
come to the eternal Kingdom which thou 
haſt promiſed by Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


© Then ſball the Prieſt ſtand up, and the Prieſt ſpall ſay, 


Hear the Words of the Goſpel written by 
St. Mark, in the 10th Chapter, at the 
13th Ver ſe. 3 Fhey 
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THEM brought young Children to 
Chriſt, that he ſhould touch them; 
and his Diſciples rebuked thoſe that brought 
them. But when Jeſus ſaw it, he was 
much diſpleaſed, and ſaid unto them, Sut-. 
fer the little Children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not; for of ſuck is the King- 
dom of God. Verily I ſay unto you, who- 
ſoever ſhall not receive the Kingdom of God 
as a little Child, he ſhall not enter therein. 
And he took them up in his Arms, put his 
Hands upon them, and bleſſed them. 


J After the Goſpel is read, the Miniſter ſpall make this brief 
Exhorzation upon the Wards of the Goſpel, © 


Eloved, ye hear in this Goſpel, the 

Words of our Saviour Chriſt, that he 
commanded the Children to be brought 
unto him ; how he blamed thoſe that would 
have kept them from him, how he exhort- 
ed all Men to follow their Innocency. Ye 
perceive how by his outward Geſture and 
Deed he declared his good Will towards 
them; for he embraced them in his Arms, 
he laid his Hands upon them, and bleſſed 
them. Doubt ye not therefore, but ear- 
neſtly believe, that he will likewiſe favour- 
ably receive his preſent Infazt, that he 
will embrace him with the Arms of his Mer- 


cy, 


Thanks that thou haſt vouchſafed to call us 


Spirit to this Infant, that he may be born 
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cy, that he will give unto him the Bleſſing 
of eternal Life, arid make him partaker of 
his everlaſting Kingdom. Wherefore we 


being thus perſuaded of the good Will of 
our Father towards this Infant, 
declared by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and no- 


thing doubting but that he favourably al- 
beach this charitable Work of — in 


bringing this Infant to his holy Baptiſm, 
let = wihfally and devoutly give Thanks 
unto him, and ſay, 


A Lmighty and everlaſting God, heaven- 
A "ap ather, we give thee humble 


to the knowledge of thy Grace and Faith in 
thee; encreaſe this Knowledge, and confirm 
this Faith in us evermore. Give thy holy 


again, and be made an Heir of everlaſting 
Salvatien, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
J Then ſpall the Prieft ſpeak unto the Godfathers aud God 
| mothers in this wiſe, | 
Early beloved, ye have brought #hzs 
Child here to be baptized, ye have 
prayed that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt would 
vouchſafe to receive him, to releaſe him of 
P 4 his | 
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his Sins, to ſanQifie him with the Holy 
Ghoſt, to give him the Kg dom of Heaven, 
and everlaſting Life. Ve have heard alſo 
that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath promiſed 
alſo in his Goſpel, to grant all theſe things 
that ye have prayed for ; which promife he 
for his part will moſt ſurely keep and per- 
form. Wherefore after this Promiſe made 


by Chriſt, this Infant muſt alſo faithfully | 


for his part, promiſe by you that are hzs 
Sureties (until he come of Age to take it 
upon himſelf) that he will renounce the De- 
vil andall his Works, and conſtantly believe 


God's holy Word, and obediently keep his 


Commandments. 


I demand therefore, 

OST thou in the Name of this Ch:14 
renounce the Devil and all his Works, 
the vain Pomp and Glory of the World, with 
all covetous deſires of the ſame, and the 
carnal deſires of the Fleſh, ſo that thou 
wilt not follow, nor be led by them? 

Anſw. I renounce them all. 


1 Miniſter 1 & 
OST thou believe in God, the Fa- 
ther Almighty, Maker - of Heaven 


and Earth ? 


And 


* r 9 
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And in Jeſus Chrift his only begotten 
Son our Lord ? And that he was conceived 
by the Holy Ghoſt; born of the Virgin 
Mary ; that he ſuffered under Pontius Pi- 
late, was crucified, dead and buried; thar 
he went down into Hell, and alſo did riſe 
again the third Day ; that he aſcended into 
Heaven, and ſitteth 8 the right Hand of 
God the Father Almighty ; and from thence 
ſhall come again at the End of the World to 
judge the quick and the dead, 

And doſt thou believe in the Holy Ghoſt; 
the holy Catholick Church ; the Cammu- 
nion of Saints ; the Remiſſion of Sins ; the 
Reſurrection of the Fleſh; and ever aſting 
Lite after Death 9 

Anſw. All this I ſtedfaſtly believe. 


— Mz niſter, * | 
IL thou then be baptized in this 
Faith ? 11 
Anſiw. This ! is my Dre. 


W 


Miniſter. 


God's haly Will and Command- 


ments, and walk in 1 ſame all the Days of 
thy Life ? | 
eAnſw. J will. 


888 


ILT thou then 3 ha --| 
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4 Then ſpall the Prieft ſay, 


Merciful God, grant that the old A 
cam in fh Child may be fo buried, 
that the new Man may be raiſed up in him. 
Amen. N 
Grant that all carnal Aﬀettions may die 
in him, and that all Things bẽlongihg to the 
Spirit may live and grow in him. Amen. 
Grant that be may have Power and 
Strength to have Victory, and to triumph 


againſt the Devil, the World, and the Fleth. 


Amen. 
Grant that whoſoever is here dedicated 
to thee by our Office and Miniſtry, may 
alto be endued with heavenly Virtues, and 
everlaſtingly rewarded, through thy Mer- 
cy, O bleſſed Lord God, who doſt live and 
govern all Things, World without end. 
Ames. 


A Emighty and everlaſting God, whoſe 


moit dearly beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, did ſhed out 
of his molt precious Side both Water and 
Blood, and gave Commandment to his Diſ- 


_ eiples, that they ihould go teach all Nati 


ons, and baptize them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt; Regard, we beſeech thee, the Sup- 

| plications 
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plications of thy Congregation ; ſanQifie 
this Water to the myſtical waſhing away of 
Sin; and grant that this Child now to be 
baptized therein may receive the fulneſs 


ol thy Grace, and ever remain in the num- 
ber of thy faithful and ele& Children, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


J Then the Prieft ſball take the Child into bis Hands, and ſpall 


. ' ſay 10 the Godfathers and Godmothers, 
Name this Child. 

th. | Ard then naming it after them: (if they ſhall certifie him thet 

the Child may well endure it) be ſhall dip it in the ppater 
ed diſcreetly and warily, ſaying, 
ay I baptize thee in the Name of the 
ad | * Father, and of the Son, and of the 
- ay Holy Ghoſt. Ame A. | | 
1 | J But if they certifie that the Child is weak, it ſhall ſuffice 


to pour Water upon it, ſaying the aforeſaid Words, 


I baptize thee in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
oly Ghoſt. Amen. 
T Then ſvall the Prieſt ſay, 

E receive this Child into the Con- 
gregation of Chriſt's Flock, * and 
do ſign him with the Sign of e Prieſt 
the Croſs, in token that here- pai mate 4 Croſi 
after he ſhall not be aſhamed «pon the Child's 
to confeſs the Faith.of Chriſt Le. 


cruci- 
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crucified, and manfully to fight under þ;s 


Banner, againſt Sin, the World, and the 
Devil, and to continue Chriſt's faithful Sol- 
dier and Servant unto hzs Life's end. Amen. 


J Then ſhall the Prieſt ſay, 


Eeing now, dearly beloved Brethren, 
that /i, Child is regenerate and gratt- 
ed into the Body of ChrifPs Church, let 
us give Thanks unto Almighty God for 
theſe Benefits, and with one accord make 
our Prayers unto him, that this Child may 
lead the reſt of Life according to this be- 


. . To : 
Sinamg. : 


4 Then ſball be ſaid, All kneeling,” 


UR Father, which art in Heaven, 
— Hallowed be thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done in Earth. 
as it is in Heaven. Give us this Day our 
daily Bread. And forgive us our Treſpaſ- 
ſes, as we torgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us. And lead us not into Temptation; but 


deliver us from Evil. Amen. 


« Then foall the Prieſt ſay, | 
E yield thee hearty Thanks, . moſt 


mercitul Father, that it hath plea- 
ſed thee to regenerate ths Infant with thy 
holy Spirit; to receive him for thine er | 
55 : Co 


- 
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Child by Adoption, and to incorporate him 
into thy holy Church. And we humbly 
beſeech thee to grant, that he being dead 
unto Sin, and living unto Righteouſneſs, 
and being buried with Chriſt in his Death, 
may crucifie the old Man, and utterly abo- 
liſh the whole Body of Sin; and that as he 
is made Partałer of the Death of thy Son, 
he may alſo be Partaker of his Reſurrecti- 
on; ſo that finally with the reſidue of thy 
holy Church, he may be 4 Inheriter of 
thine everlaſting Kingdom, through Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. OED 


«4 Then all ftanding up, the Prieſt ſhall ſay to the Godfathers 
- and Godmothers, this Exhortation following, 


Oraſmuch as this Child hath promiſed 
by you his Sureties, to renounce the 
Devil and all his Works, to believe in God, 
and to ſerve him; ye muſt remember that 
it is your Parts and Duties to ſee that thzs 
Infant be taught, ſo ſoon as he {hall be able 
to learn, what a ſolemn Vow, Promiſe and 
Profeſſion he hath here made by you. And 
that he my know theſe Things the better, 
ye ſhall call upon him to hear Sermons, and 
chiefly ye ſhall provide that he may learn the 
Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the ten Com- 
mandments in the vulgar Tongue, and all e- 
ther things which a Chriſtian ought to know 
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and believe to his Souls Health; and that 
this Child may be vertuouſly brought up to 


lead a godly and chriftian Life, remembrin 
always, the Baptiſm doth ent unto - 
our Profeſſion, which is, to follow the Ex- 


ample of our Saviour Chriſt, and to be made 
like unto him; that as he died and roſe a- 
in for us, ſo ſhould we who are baptized, 
e from Sin, and riſe again unto Righteouſ- 
nefs, continually mortify ing all our evil and 
corrupt Affections, and daily proceeding in 
all Virtue and Godlineſs of living. 
J Then ſpall be add and ſay, 
E are to take Care that this Child be 
1 brought to the Biſhop to be confirm- 
ed by him, ſo ſoon as he can ſay the Creed, 
the Lord's Prayer, and the ten Command- 
ments in the vulgar Tongue, and be further 
inſtructed in the Church Catechiſm ſet forth 
for that purpoſe. 
F* is certain by God Word, that Children 
which are baptized, dying before they com- 
mit actual Sin, are undoubtedly ſaved. 


the true Explication thereof, and the juſt 
Reaſons: for the retaining of it, may be ſeen 
in the xxxth Canon, firſt publiſhed- in the 
Tear MLCCIV. | The 
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The Miniſtration of Private BAP - 
T 15 M of Children in Houſes. 


q The Curate of the Pariſh ſpall often admoniſh the People - 
that they defer not the Baptiſm of their Children longer than 
the firſt or ſecond Sunday next after tbelr Birth, or other 
falling between, wnleſs upon 4 great and reaſone 
able Cauſe, to be approved by the Curate. 
4 And alſo they ſnall warn them, that without like great 
Cauſe and Neceſſity, they 2 not their Children to be 
baptized at home in their Houſes, But toben need 
compel them ſo to do, then Baptiſm ſhall be adminiſtred on 
this faſhion. | 
q Pf Les the Minifter of the Pariſh (or in his Abſence, 
any other lawful Minifter that can be jrocured) with them 
that are preſent call upon God, and ſay the Lord's Prayer, 
and ſo many of the Colle#s appointed to be ſaid before in the 
Form of publick Baptiſm, as the time and preſent exigence 
will ſuffer. And then the Child being named by ſome one 
that is preſent, the Minifter ſhall pour Water upon it, ſay- 
ing thefe Words. : 


—þf baptize thee in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 


4 Then all kneeling down, the Mini ſter ſhall give Thanks 
us God, and ſay, | 


| E yield thee hearty Thanks, moſt 
mercitul Father, that it hath plea- 
{cd thee to regenerate this Infant with thy 
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holy Spirit; to receive him for thine own 

Child by Adoption, and to incorporate hin 
into thy holy Church. And we humbly 
beſeech thee to grant, that as he is now 
made Partaker of the Death of thy Son, fo 
be may inherit thine everlaſting Kingdom, 
through the ſame, thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. Z 4 : 


J And let them not doubt, but that the Child fo baptized is 
la«-fully and ſufficiently baptized, and ought not to be bap- 
tized again, Tet nevertheleſs, if the Child which is after 
this fort baptized, do afterwards live, it is expedient that 
it be brought into the Church, to the intent that if the Mi- 
niſter of the ſame Pariſh did himſelf baptize that Child, 
the Congregation may be certified of the true Form of. Bap- 
tiſm, by bim privately before -uſed. 2 | h 
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